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THE BIG IDEA IN GRADED LESSONS 


‘ 


The New 


Westminster | 
Departmental sera 


Graded Lessons 


{ Hundreds of schools introduced the New Departmental Les- 
sons on October Ist, some substituting for the Uniform Lessons 
and others for the Closely Graded; and many more schools made 
the change January 1, 1918, that being the time some schools 
found best suited for making changes. 


{| The Schools like the Departmental Lessons because they are 
true graded lessons with many advantages over the Closely 
Graded. And it should be noted that the Departmental Lessons 
are NOT THE UNIFORM LESSONS departmentalized. 


{ The Departmental Lessons embody the underlying principle of 
graded instruction. The lesson material is specially selected for 
each department, for the use of that department alone, as best 
suited to meet the needs of that particular group; for the De- 
partmental Lessons are based very largely on the same outlines 
as the Closely Graded. The chief difference is that with the 
Departmental Lessons only one lesson is taught at a time in each 
department, instead of the department being divided into three 
or four units, according to age, with a separate lesson for each 
age, as the Closely Graded require. 


{| Special attention is called to the fact that in the new, improved, 
and enlarged series, the Departmental Lessons are extended to 
include the Intermediate Department (ages 12, 13, and 14) with 
elective courses for pupils over fourteen years. 


WINNING THEIR WAY IN THE SCHOOLS 
AVG AUFZAA SGNAIWA ONISNVIN 


{| And a point not to be overlooked at this time in particular, is 
the lower cost at which these Departmental Lessons can be sup- 
plied as compared with the Closely Graded material. 


{| Is your School in line? If not, send for samples and full in- 
formation. . 


THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
(THE WESTMINSTER PRESS) 
New York Headquarters: Philadelphia, Witherspoon Bldg. St. Louis 


Chicago Cincinnati Nashville San Francisco Pittsburgh 


GRADING BY GROUPS INSTEAD OF BY YEARS 


_ 
ss, f ~~ 
é % a 
eV ios fhe 
“7 
. 
a] 
1 
4 
inn Py oe le, i 
Te bd i « - ¥ — eB 
é un “4 - - . . 4 
a ¢ 9 an . 
a* a . > + 
* “4 “ie 
th 
P 
: 4 
n ¢, - - 
7 ‘,¥ * ‘ a ia 
* @ Z 
. | = ” J - P 
car oo 
te) - t Wi 
: 4 Re x 4 sey 
: : 
( ; ¢ ia 4 , Pa 
4 ' 
. 5 E 4 
“ p : A 
f y ; i ‘ 
\ ' 
“ * 
tag 7 bmi v 
‘ 
- % « 
= i je 
' 4 f 
; ? 
° - i. S 
7 
,. ’ 
, 
4 Nes . 
- P) . 
4 d 
A 
' 
. i 
: . A 
a " 
a 
tw 7 
ad 
. Z ; : 
; 2 ; 
‘ 
s 
‘ 
- 
« i . , . 
* : . ’ F 
< = a te . ri 4 
’ : 4 ee 
P po f i : 
4 q y 
1 - . 
' 
h 7 é of ‘ : ie . «ste 
* a _— 
4 ¥ : - 3 
. fn 
. ; ~~ = \ 
- ' 


rar — » : of ea Z 
. ( \y ; ee : y" 
a2 " * a r 7 - iw 5 i? 
' i. * m 
~ ‘ . { 
f+ a . . ‘, 
@ 
t 4 . _ - x 
5 4 < uy 
#0 M0" : r, rh « as ooh 
* it. | f™ 
mth oe s 
2 + = ot : é : . 
= . 
“ar ja 7 : 
a, oh 4 
AA ce \ 4 ® 
4 wi . x om 
—“- ? , : ‘ ‘ . 
. « 7 ry Isa) f\ 
. tte ¢ *e Oy . j a3 
‘ —" a ‘ 
‘Pig 4 ~ 
} : ad : . U 
‘ y : 
: ‘ 5 
6 4 4 + a ‘ » + 4 
i“ “ = - oA : 
2 . " _ “i 
ae Le 45 aT’ Es pa ae = se Pe ae ey ; : : a 
: : 2 aoa 
i » 
er " ' 
at a m ies : j 
. 1s. far ar - —- ne > ; } . ¢ 
: ’ ‘ . bg i; vy 


me ~o' eee —s 


\J UNDER THE PROVINCE OF SYRIA 


NSS 


a 

Ee 
xo 
Zw 
ile 
lees 
in 
™ 


2S 


| TETRARCHY OF PHILIP 


TETRARCHY OF HEROD ANTIPAS 


weeee<- HIGHWAYS 


Ladder of |Tyrusé \ 


SCALE OF MILES 


oA 


hp 


2. 


ETHSAI 
iP JULIAS 
APERNAUM” 


CAESARE 


APOLLONI 


a 2 C DQ y 
3 6G 
Yyf yy? ‘ x 5 YY 
" y = hy Ufyps 
foxy fs ? a EY 
x2 Vp 
J Yj 
= y oo Ss xy von UY 
-% i = ‘J 
4 4 w 
bi 7d Y 


RLY 


~ 


Ms, 


les de 


a 
5 
es 


ANTHEDON:& 
AGRIPPEUM, 


Greenwich 


35°30” 


from 


Longitude 


BY CHARLES FOSTER KENT 


1906 ANDO 1912, 


’ 


COPYRIGHT 


D. 


30 A 


(INCLUDING THE PERIOD OF HEROD, 40-4 B°C.) 


4 BC.- 


, 


PALESTINE IN THE TIME OF JESUS 


; She Westminster 
e) enitor:<Intermediate QDuarter ly 


Published quarterly by the Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work, Witherspoon Building, Walnut 
and Juniper Streets, Phila., Pa. Entered at the post office, at Philadelphia, as second-class matter. 


Vol. XXXIX APRIL 1, for APRIL, MAY, and JUNE, 1918 No. 2 


Single subscriptions, 35 cents a year. School subscriptions, two or more to one address, 6 cents a quarter, each. 


LESSONS FOR LIFE 


My Drar FELLOW STUDENTS: 


I have found myself constantly thinking, as 
I prepared these lessons, of those who would 
study them, and I have prayed that I might write 
just the things and only the things which would 
help you. And now, may I not hope that in the 
study of the life of Jesus you may find the truth 
which will fit you for Christian life and service? 

As I write, our nation is at war for a great 
righteous principle. Thousands of young men, 
our brothers and friends and fellow Sunday- 
school pupils have been called into the nation’s 
service. Indeed our President has summoned us 
all, men and women, boys and girls, to do our 
part in making “the world safe for democracy.” 
How shall we do this better than by making the 
world Christian? Jesus came to set men in nght 
relations with one another, as well as to bring 
them into right relations to God, to make the 
world safe for now and forever. 

A large proportion of the young men who 
have responded to the nation’s call were trained 
to know truth and to love righteousness and free- 
dom in our Sunday schools. It is not too much 
to say that most of those who will hereafter dedi- 
cate themselves to the future problems of a Chris- 
tian nation are now in our Sunday schools. You will take your places in due time as leaders of 
opinion, as molders of sentiment. How important that you should learn the truth at its source! 
The leaders of the world’s thought to-day are Christians, followers of Jesus. So they will be 
to-morrow. 

So we who love you best and hope and pray most earnestly for your progress in all good 
things, desire most of all that you should be diligent in your study of the Bible, in order that 
you may,come to know Christ for yourselves and dedicate yourselves to his service. 

The lessons of this quarter are particularly adapted to the needs of the hour, for this 
Jesus, whose life and death and resurrection they reveal, is the only Hope of any of us, the only 
Hope of the world. 


Faithfully yours, 
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THE FORTRESS OF SIDON TO-DAY 


Lesson XIV 


April 7, 1918 


JESUS SETS MEN FREE 


The Golden Text—‘If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”—John 8 : 36. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 7: 24-35 


For entire lesson, see Mark, ch. 7. 


COMMON VERSION 


24 ¢ And from thence he arose, and went into the 
borders of Tyre and Si’don, and entered into an 
house, and would have no man know it: but he 
could not be hid. 

25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter 
had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and 
fell at his feet: 

296 The woman was a Greek, a Sy-ro-phe-ni’ci-an 
by nation; and she besought him that he would cast 
forth the devil out of her daughter. 

27 But Je’sus said unto her, Let the children 
first be filled: for it is not. meet to take the chil- 
dren’s bread, and to cast it unto the dogs. 

98 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, 
Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the chil- 
dren’s crumbs. 

29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy 
way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 

30 And when she was come to her house, she 
found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid 
upon the bed. 

31 § And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre 
and Si’don, he came unto the sea of Gal’i-lee, 
through the midst of the coasts of De-cap’o-lis. 

32 And they bring unto him one that was deaf, 
and had an impediment in his speech; and they be- 
seech him to put his hand upon him. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE* 


24 And from thence he arose, and went away into 
the borders of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered 
into a house, and would have no man know it; and 
he could not be hid. 25 But straightway a woman, 
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit, having 
heard of him, came and fell down at his feet. 26 
Now the woman was a Greek, a Syropheenician by 
race. And she besought him that he would cast 
forth the demon out of her daughter. 27 And he 
said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for 
it is not meet to take the children’s bread and cast 
it to the dogs. 28 But she answered and saith unto 
him, Yea, Lord; even the dogs under the table eat 
of the children’s crumbs. 29 And he said unto her, 
For this saying go thy way; the demon is gone out 
of thy daughter. 30 And she went away unto her 
house, and found the child laid upon the bed, and 
the demon gone out. 

31 And again he went out from the borders of | 
Tyre, and came through Sidon unto the sea of Gali- 
lee, through the midst of the borders of Decapolis. 
32 And they bring unto him one that was deaf, 
and had an impediment in his speech; and they be- 
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33 And he took him aside from the multitude, 
and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and 
touched his tongue; 

34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith 
unto him, Eph’pha-tha, that is, Be opened. 

35 And straightway his ears were epened, and 
the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake 
plain. 
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April 7, 1918 


seech him to lay his hand upon him. 33 And 
he took him aside fromr the multitude privately, 
and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat, and 
touched his tongue; 34 and looking up to heaven, he 
sighed, and saith unte him, Ephphatha, that is, Be 
opened. 35 And his ears were opened, and the bond 
of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. 


The Time—Summer, A. D. 29. A The Places—Region of Tyre and Sidon, Decapolis. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE _ 
A ERS yo 3 ee Be ee i aie BP BOUNGRD os LA ROTUIONS rian a veka dele asctaless Mark 7: 1-13. 
OS AR Ee CE oe a! i hae Re Jeaue: SeterMen-Wrees, scab iulied so 6 odes Mark 7 : 24-30. 
ea TIGR Ye LEU hil anes.) Seite skews hee ob Set. Kree strom: infirmities. 2, «2.0. % 6 ok os Mark 7: 31-37. 
SSUES Te TLS ite Oi Sie A Ee a ee ea i ee CO PIStIa TO LA DELL T ale. hcp siaits, «ain areca & «isa Gal. 5: 1-13. 
MER UIA DERN E Heal stems give aera t Pie vines Shae ss0 9.6 TERDOTCALION. 0. EL CCGOME, cco osc ys es ass I Thess. 5 : 14-24. 
SEO A ie OE 1 ee i ay SP PPO RETO PON ug tiie att ss as Gas tees Rom. 6: 14-23. 
STE ATL Le ics Risen kata asc bere ree ee tae © PEG PERGONI ts hin tie oes oa ea Pk wae ke ves John 8: 30-39. 


PLAIN WORDS TO THE PHARISEES 


The last lesson of the last quarter, before the 
Review, contained the story of Jesus feeding the 
five thousand. Such a wonderful miracle naturally 
had remarkable results. People were wild with en- 
thusiasm for Jesus. They followed him even more 
eagerly than before. Certain politicians wished to 
take advantage of this popularity and to use it for 
their own ends. They therefore wished to make 
Jesus king. He, however, saw that such a plan 
would defeat his spiritual purposes. He wanted to 
bring men into subjection to God. He had no de- 
sire to found an earthly kingdom. Therefore he 
took the opportunity in the synagogue at Caper- 
naum to speak very plainly to them, so plainly that 
many were offended at his words, and promptly 
deserted him. 

Jesus’ own disciples were confronted with a 
‘choice. Should they also leave him, or should they 
remain his followers and accept his judgment in re- 
gard to an earthly kingdom? Many of them were 
perhaps not convinced by his words. They perhaps 
hoped that he would accept the throne. Jesus put 
it to them very sharply. ‘Would ye also go away?” 
Peter answered for the Twelve, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.” 
Whether they understood ‘him or not they were 
willing to accept his judgment. They were sure 

that One who could speak as he spoke must be the 
best One to follow. 

But apparently the Pharisees were eager to clinch 
the popular dissatisfaction with him. They had 
viewed with much alarm the enthusiasm with which 
the people regarded Jesus. They knew that the 

-sort of religion which Jesus had was different from 
theirs. So now they came forward with a charge 
which was intended still further to increase the 
feeling of popular revolt. Jesus had refused to be- 
come a king. If now they could show that he was 
not a good Jew they could harm his cause still 
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more. So they accused his disciples, which was in 
effect accusing their Teacher, on the ground that 
they did not observe the Jewish traditions about 
washing. This washing was not for purposes of 
cleanliness. The Jews believed that all contact with 
people who were not Jews defiled them. When- 
ever, therefore, they had been where they might 
in any way have touched a Gentile, or touched 
anything that a Gentile had touched, their rules 
required them to wash. It was a symbol of the 
truth that Jews were and ought to be separate 
from other nations. God had given such laws to 
them just in order to teach them that they ought 
to be separate in their purity and spirituality from 
sinful peoples. They, however, had kept the laws— 
multiplied them in fact—without attention to the 
purpose for which the laws had been given. God 
had put up a fence about them, in order that in- 
side the fence they might grow a wonderful garden 
of beautiful flowers. They had kept up the fence, 
made it higher indeed, and had neglected the gar- 
den altogether. They had become so interested in 
maintaining the fence that they omitted the culti- 
vation of that which the fence was intended to pro- 
tect. And now the time when the fence was to be 
taken down was near. The restrictions about the 
Jews were to be removed. The world was to be 
admitted to share the beauty and the fragrance of 
the garden, and lo! there was no garden there. 

So Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their com- 
plaint. He carried the war into their country. It 
was not the disciples who were guilty before God 
for not washing. It was the Pharisees who were 
guilty because, though they washed, their hearts 
were not clean. Washing was a symbol of purity. 
They observed the symbol, but neglected that for 
which the symbol stood. 

Jesus said that impurity comes not from hands 
unwashed, but from hearts unclean. 

Whenever we bow in the attitude of prayer but 
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do not pray with our hearts, whenever we open our 
lips in the praise of the sanctuary, but have no 
eager praise in our hearts; whenever we give to 
God the coin, but not ourselves, we are Pharisees, 
and deserve the condemnation which Jesus uttered 
against all who honor God with the symbol, and 
deny him in reality. 

God sets men free from Satan and from sin upon 
condition of their obedience to him. But it is the 
obedience of their hearts, not only of their lips or 
hands, that he requires. 


THE FAITH OF THE FOREIGN WOMAN 


Such language as Jesus had used toward the 
Pharisees and such a response as he had made to 
the people’s proposal to make him king made it 
unwise to remain longer at this time in the midst 
of the crowds of Capernaum. The constant atmos- 
phere of questioning and criticism did not harmon- 
ize with the intensive training of the Twelve in 
the deeper truths of the spiritual life. Jesus there- 
fore took his disciples away on a long journey to 
the north and west, to the regions of Tyre and 
Sidon, two great cities of ancient Phoenicia on the 
great sea. He did not actually visit these cities, 
but went into their neighborhood. This long march 
together gave him abundant opportunity to speak to 
the disciples of important things, and the incidents 
which continually took place served as illustrations. 

For instance, no doubt this question of the Phari- 
sees would naturally come up for discussion among 
them. Jesus of course recognized that the Pharisees 
with all their great faults, had served a useful pur- 
pose in the nation. ‘They were ardent patriots, and 
just because they had insisted upon the perform- 
ance of all the distinctively Jewish rites, had helped 
to keep the Jews separate from the other nations. 
This was very important now that the country 
was under Roman rule and people of other nations 
lived among them in Palestine. The Pharisees had 
maintained the fence about God’s garden, and a 
fence had been very necessary, even though they 
had forgotten to care for the garden itself. 

But now the time was coming when a fence was 
no longer necessary. Jesus had come to save the 
whole world. The Jewish race had been kept sepa- 
rate until their Messiah should have come and now 
that he had come, the fence which kept them pecu- 
liar and separate from all the world must be taken 
down. For he was the world’s Messiah, not the 
Messiah of the Jews alone. 

It is therefore most interesting that immedi- 
ately after this discussion with the Pharisees, the 
little company should meet with a foreign woman, 
one who lived outside the fence. She was a Ca- 
naanite, one of the original race who had lived in 
the land before Joshua and his hosts had crossed 
the Red Sea. The Jews would have called her a 
heathen, and would have had no dealings with her. 
To speak to her they would have thought disgrace- 
ful, even defiling. 

What attitude did Jesus take toward her? What 
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do you think his dealing with her taught his dis- 
ciples about God’s love for those who lived outside 
the fence? 

Notice first her request. Her daughter was pos- 
sessed by a demon. It was the old, mysterious, 
trouble from which Jesus had already freed so 
many about Capernaum. The woman knew the 
laws about the contact of Jews with foreigners, but 
she was desperate. She had heard of the power of 
Jesus, and she came to him with the determination 
to secure his help if persistent pleading would 
avail. 

At first Jesus would not speak in answer to her 
plea. See Matt. 15:23. Why? Is it not possible 
that he wished to get the full and thoughtful at- 
tention of his disciples as well as to call out her 
faith and patience? 

So, when the disciples had begged him to send 
her away, Jesus at last answered her. Matt. 15: 24. 
A curious answer, was it not? Who were “the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel”? Why was he sent 
to Israel only? Was it not that they might them- 
selves carry the gospel unto the Gentiles? 

At last, however, her persistence won. Her last 
plea is most pathetic: “Yea, Lord; even the dogs 
under the table eat of the children’s crumbs.” She 
did not dispute about her rights. She did not com- 
plain at the apparent injustice. She humbly ac- 
cepted her place outside the pale of Judaism. But — 
yet she pleaded. 

So Jesus rewarded her faith, and cured the © 
daughter. It was a prophecy of the time when all — 
men should be given the privileges of the gospel of | 
Jesus. The fence of Jewish restrictions was to be 
removed. Jesus himself took down the first rail. : 

The only barrier now in the way of one who seeks 
the benefits which Jesus offers so freely is in one’s 
own heart. Doing God’s will is the way to God’s — 
favor. “To obey is better than sacrifice.” 


THE DEAF MAN OF DECAPOLIS 


This journey to the north and west doubtless occu- | 
pied some time, though little is told us about it. 


When Jesus was ready he and the disciples jour- 
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neyed south again, probably making brief stops by 
the way, finally coming to the country east of the 
Jordan river. Here was the country of Decapolis, 
or the Ten Cities. 

The miracle which Jesus worked here is told only 
by Mark, and has some peculiar features. The 
afflicted man was not only deaf, but had an im- 
pediment in his speech. Probably we should call 
such a one deaf and dumb. : 

The same reasons which made Jesus leave Caper- 
naum and seek the privacy of the regions of Tyre 
and Sidon, led him to take the man away from the 
multitude and deal with him privately. Also, when 
Jesus had healed the man he bade those who knew 
about it to keep silent. He did not wish the popu- 
lar enthusiasm to rise again. 

Having put his fingers into the man’s ears, he 
spoke to him, and touched his tongue. By his word 


Lesson XIV 


the man’s ears were unstopped and his tongue was 
loosed. 

It was another of those miracles which seemed 
especially wonderful to those who saw it. Deaf- 
and-dumb men were beyond the power of all the 
means of cure in use at the time. We know, how- 
ever, that there was no case too difficult for Jesus 
to help. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


24. The borders. The frontier. Into a house. 
His purpose was to escape notice. Possibly the 
home of some disciple who had accepted him at 
Capernaum. Could not be hid. His fame followed 
even into this distant place. 

25. Unclean spirit. So called frequently in the 
Gospels, meaning possessed with a demon. Fell 
down at his feet. In worship, as also in Matt. 
15:25. The person of Jesus compelled reverence. 

26. A Greek. That is a Gentile, not a Jew. Then 
follows the more particular description. A Syro- 
phenician. A Phceenician of Syria. 

27. Let the children first be filled. The children 
were the Jews; they were to have the gospel first, 
and only afterwards the Gentiles were to have it. 
On account of her faith Jesus made an exception in 
her case. Cast it to the dogs. Jews commonly 
called Gentiles “dogs.” Jesus used the common 
term for the household dogs, just to show his dis- 
ciples that the Gentiles were not contemptible, but 
were included in God’s plan. 

28. Even the dogs under the table. In a house- 
hold there is enough for all, even for the dogs 
without robbing the children. 

29. For this saying. The woman’s humble, un- 
derstanding faith was very grateful to Jesus. 

30. The child laid upon the bed. As frequently, 
the dispossession left the patient weak. 

31. Through Sidon. Not the city but the country 
about Sidon. They traveled first north, then east, 
and then south, until they reached the frontiers of 
Decapolis, on the eastern shore of the lake of Gali- 
lee. 

32. Impediment in his speech. Probably a deaf- 
and-dumb man. Lay his hand upon him. Even in 
the case of a wonder-worker they thought that it 
was necessary for him to touch the patient who was 
to be cured. 

33. Took him aside .. . privately. A multitude 
had gathered, for “he could not be hid” here any 
more than in the north country. The private treat- 
ment was in order to escape public comment as 
much as possible. He spat, and touched his tongue. 
No one method marked Jesus’ miracles. 

34. Looking up to heaven. Probably to show 
that it was God who was working. He sighed. 
The sympathy of Jesus with human miseries is 
shown on many occasions. He wept at the tomb of 
Lazarus. Ephphatha. An Aramaic word meaning 
exactly “be opened,” as Mark has translated. 

35. The bond of his tongue. Whatever bound 
his tongue, the impediment. He spake plain. That 
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is, plainly, the adjective for the adverb, an archaic 
form. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did the Pharisees practice such frequent 
washings? 

2. What was wrong with their insistence on such 
washings? 

3. What did Jesus say was the real source of de- 
filement ? 

4. Wherein lies the danger of Pharisaism for us 
to-day ? 

5. Why did Jesus at first repulse the foreign 
woman? 

6. What reason did he give for finally granting 
her petition? 

7. Some men are deaf to God’s calls, and dumb in 
their service of him. What treatment would you 
suggest for them? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 18. How do we receive Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour? 

A. We receive Jesus Christ as our Saviour by 
repentance and faith. 

Q. 19. What is it to repent? 

A. To repent is to be truly sorry for sin and to 
turn from it unto God for forgiveness, with sincere 
purpose to do God’s will. 

Q. 20. What is faith in Jesus Christ? 

A. Faith in Jesus Christ is believing on him and 
trusting him as our own Saviour and Lord. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What was the “fence” which God had put 
about his people and which the Pharisees had 
strengthened? 

2. How did the coming of Jesus remove the fence 
about God’s people? 

3. In what superficial sense were the Pharisees 
good patriots? In what deeper sense were they un- 
patriotic? 

4. What sort of obedience does God want from 
us, the obedience of acts, or of attitude? 

5. What lesson was Jesus’ answer to the foreign 
woman’s petition intended to teach the Twelve? 

6. Why did Jesus at this time, when he healed 
the man who was deaf and dumb, seek to avoid 
publicity ? 

7. Make a list of the different kinds of miracles 
performed by Jesus. Does this show that no case 
is too difficult for him? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 66. What is the reason annexed to the fifth 
commandment ? 

A. The reason annexed to the fifth commandment 
is, a promise of long life and prosperity (as far as 
it shall serve for God’s glory, and their own good) 
to all such as keep this commandment. 


Lesson XV 
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JESUS REQUIRES CONFESSION AND LOYALTY 


The Golden Text—‘Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me.”—Mark 8:34. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 8: 27-38 


For entire lesson, see Mark 8:1 to 9:1. 


COMMON VERSION 


27 ¢ And Je’sus went out, and his disciples, into 
the towns of Ces-a-re’a Phi-lip’pi: and by the way 
he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do 
men say that I am? 

28 And they answered, John the Bap’tist: but 
some say, E-li’as; and others, One of the prophets. 

29 And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that 
IT am? And Pe’ter answereth and saith unto him, 
Thou art the Christ. 

30 And he charged them that they should tell no 
man of him. 

31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of 
man must suffer many things, and be rejected of 
the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again. 

32 And he spake that saying openly. And Pe’ter 
took him, and began to rebuke him. 

33 But when he had turned about and looked on 
his disciples, he rebuked Pe’ter, saying, Get thee 
behind me, Sa’tan: for thou savourest not the things 
that be of God, but the things that be of men. 

34. § And when he had called the people unto him 
with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whoso- 
ever will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me. 

35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; 
but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s, the same shall save it. 

36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 

37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul? 

38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful gen- 
eration; of him also shall the Son of man be 
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels. 


The Time—Autumn A. D. 29. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 

27 And Jesus went forth, and his disciples, into 
the villages of Cesarea Philippi: and on the way 
he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Who do 
men say that I am? 28 And they told him, saying, 
John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but others, 
One of the prophets. 29 And he asked them, But 
who say ye that I am? Peter answereth and saith 
unto him, Thou art the Christ. 30 And he charged 
them that they should tell no man of him. 

31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of 
man must suffer many things, and be rejected by 
the elders, and the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 
And he spake the saying openly. And Peter took 
him, and began to rebuke him. 33 But he turning 
about, and seeing his disciples, rebuked Peter, and 
saith, Get thee behind me, Satan; for thou mindest 
not the things of God, but the things of men. 34 
And he ealled unto him the multitude with his dis- 
ciples, and said unto them, If any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. 35 For whosoever would 
save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose 


his life for my sake and the gospel’s shall save it. © 


36 For what doth it profit a man, to gain the whole 
world, and forfeit his life? 37 For what should a 
man give in exchange for his life? 38 For who- 
soever shall be ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of 
man also shall be ashamed of him, when he cometh 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 


The Place—Near Cesarea Philippi. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE. - REFERENCE 
Monday, April: 8.7.45 :..\5u dace abe ok es Jesus Requires Confession and Loyalty....Mark 8 : 27-38. 
Tuesday, April O05 at is ics cpa ees os A Mizatatk Supply of -Faods 5 seem. oe: Mark 8: 1-13. 
Wednesday;: Aprilolo. nit nee tapers Teaching and Healinge.< eit os Aa eee Mark 8: 14-26. 
Thursday; Aprasli. sity! Y Sore ene Loyalty to Jehovah aiscke tinue alee! I Kings 18 : 30-39. 
Eriday-A pri: 12 g.0ixs Nerdcore ee Personal -Corfession: c:caeh ic otlnuee od ae Psalm 63. 
Saturday, April’ 13-5 ces, as sa oh en aie Pollowing J esses pe de ee Palos ee wa Luke 9 : 57-62. 
Sunday) April: 14 ic. ..dswsaalen’ weal ees Confessing: Christ 4%. cares oitetiersteet oe rede .-Matt. 10 : 32-39. 
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Lesson XV 


ON THE MARCH AGAIN 


After returning from the long journey toward 
Tyre and Sidon, Jesus could not remain long near 
- the cities. In the brief sojourn which he had made 
near the lake, he had again aroused the enthusiasm 
of the multitude and the anger of the rulers 
by his miracles and by his plain talk to the Phari- 
sees. It was not safe to stay long near Caper- 
naum, and though Jesus was not afraid, he had 


still much private instruction to give to the dis- 


ciples. 

So again he took them on a journey, this time 
to the neighborhood of Mount Hermon, the high- 
est mountain peak in Palestine, the snow-covered 
top of which can be seen from many parts of the 
land. 

Cesarea Philippi is named as the general neigh- 
borhood of the journey. The city had been adorned 
by Herod the Great, who built a marble temple 
there, and it was afterwards enlarged by Philip the 
tetrarch, Herod’s son, from whom it takes the sec- 
ond part of its name. Jesus and his disciples spent 
some time in the neighborhood of Cesarea Philippi, 
although no evangelistic or healing mission was 
carried on. It is the only long journey which Jesus 
took on which he was not called upon repeatedly 
for the help which he alone could give. This jour- 
ney was undertaken wholly for the sake of the 
training of the Twelve for their great duty. 


THE GREAT TEST 


It was time Jesus put his chosen friends 
to the test to see what they had learned in 
their intercourse with him. They had been 
with him now for a year and a half. They 
had seen wonders wrought by him, they had 
heard his marvelous teachings. Others had 
seen and heard part of his deeds and words, 
but they had seen them all. What did they 
think of him? Jesus knew that his death 
could not be long deferred. These were the 
men who would be left to carry on his work. 
It was necessary that they should be sure 
that he was the Messiah. “ 

So one day as they were “on the way,” 
that is, while they were journeying, he put 
the plain question to them: “Who do men 
say that I am?” “What is the impression 
that I have made upon the people among 
whom I’ have lived; whose sick I have 
healed; who have heard of my teaching; 
who have seen my power over sea and 
storm?” It was a fair question, though of 
course Jesus knew the answer to it. He 
asked it to bring out their own confession 
in contrast to the varied opinions of men. 

The disciples therefore were led to think 
of the impression that Jesus had made upon 
the people. Their answer to his question 
shows the blindness of men. John the Bap- 
tist was already dead, and John had him- 
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self borne witness of Jesus as the Messiah. Elijah 
was generally expected as the forerunner of the 
Messiah. As to the answer, “one of the prophets,” 
some believed that the Old Testament prophets 
would reappear. The answer shows how unwilling 
the people and their rulers were to believe in 
Jesus. They had formed wrong ideas of what the 
Messiah was to be like and because Jesus was un- 
like their idea of the Messiah they would not re 
ceive him as such. 


WHAT IS YOUR OPINION ? 


This next question came like a_ thunderbolt. 
Probably the disciples did not expect it. They were 
thinking of the wrong views of others, when Jesus 
suddenly broke in upon their thoughts with this 
personal thrust. “Who say ye that I am?” Per- 
haps it had never occurred to them to try to ac- 
count for him. But like a flash they were all im- 
mediately conscious that they knew who he was. 
Sometimes in a chemical experiment the materials 
which have been mixed in a fluid will remain “in 
solution,” as the phrase is. That is, they are dis- 
solved in the fluid. But when a certain other ma- 
terial is put in the solution, or perhaps an electric 
current is passed through jt, the solid part will 
sink to the bottom, that is, precipitate. 

So now the question of Jesus caused the in- 
definite thoughts of the disciples to become 
definite. Suddenly they knew who he was. 
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Peter was not the only one who knew, but he was 
naturally the spokesman for the Twelve. “Thou art 
the Christ,” he answered boldly. In a flash all that 
they had seen and heard of Jesus passed through 
their minds, and they knew that there could be 
only one explanation of him. He was God’s Mes- 
siah, sent to be the salvation of the world. Mark 
gives the gist of Peter’s answer. Matthew says 
that Peter added, “the Son of the living God.” So 
we must interpret Peter’s confession to mean a 
Messiah who was truly the Son of God. It was the 
only answer that would explain all that they knew 
about Jesus. Jesus received Peter’s confession 
gladly. His work with them had not been in vain. 
It was only to men who believed in him as the Mes- 
siah, the Son of God, that he could safely commit 
the interests of his Kingdom after his death. 


IS CONFESSION NECESSARY ? 


Why does Jesus want his followers to confess 
him? Does he not know what they believe about 
him? 
be content to follow on without any definite expres- 
sion of faith in Jesus? 

In the first place, confession draws a line be- 
tween the friends and,enemies of Jesus, and boldly 
steps over the line to the friends’ side. It says to 
the world, “No matter what it costs, here I am to 
be counted among the friends of Jesus.” Peter and 
the others could never be the same after having 
given this confession. So we who have confessed 
Jesus have cast in our lot with him, to follow him 
and to obey him, no matter how hard the lot may 
seem to be. 

Again, it is grateful to Jesus to have us say 
openly that we believe in him. It shows our grati- 
tude to him for what he has done for us. Jesus 
longs for the open confession of men. 

Again, it helps us definitely to state our faith. 
We are stronger for having drawn the conclusions 
from the facts about Jesus. 

Once more, it helps others for us to confess him. 
It arrays us on the side of Jesus, and others, seeing 
our stand, are led to consider his claims and, hay- 
ing considered them, to take him also as their 
Saviour. This confession proved that Peter and the 
others were ready to become workers for Jesus. 
People who are sure are the only people who can 
make good advocates. The lawyer who has a doubt 
of the guilt of his client cannot make so strong a 
plea as the man who knows that his client is inno- 
eent. God sends us out to plead for Jesus to the 
world. Our confession is the first sign that we our- 
selves believe on him. 


THE PREDICTION OF HIS DEATH 


As if this confession of Peter was what he had 
been waiting for, Jesus now told. the disciples 
plainly of his approaching death. Until they were 
sure of who he was, the announcement of his death 
would have demoralized them. Even now they were 
not wholly ready for it. For when Jesus had said 
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that he must suffer, and be rejected by the ruling 
classes, and be killed, and rise again, Peter began 
to protest. He did not think it was necessary. He 
had not yet grasped the full meaning of the con- 
fession that he had made. He had said that Jesus 
was the Christ, the Son of God, and now it was not 
the Christ of whom he was thinking, but Jesus of 
Nazareth, their good Friend and Companion. 

But Jesus knew that the materials were there 
for brave and willing disciples, and so he corrected 
Peter’s error. He corrected him sharply, even 
roughly, because he wanted Peter to realize how 
evil such a suggestion was. It was the same temp- 
tation that the Devil had used in tempting Jesus 
at the first when he suggested that there was a way 
of accomplishing what he came for without under- 
going the sacrifice of the cross. So Jesus called 
Peter “Satan” because the thought to which Peter 
had given utterance was satanic. 


AFTER CONFESSION, LOYALTY 


Peter’s objection seems to have been the occa- 
sion for the next teaching of Jesus. Jesus wished 
apparently to show them that there is something 
further which is involved in confession. Some peo- 
ple think that when they have made confession of 
Jesus, nothing more is required of them. Jesus 
teaches in this section of the Jesson that to confess 
him is to give oneself away to him in absolute de- 
votion and with full purpose of obedience. No 
matter how difficult the service may be which he re- 
quires of us, no matter how great the sacrifice that , 
our confession involves, unless we accept the service 
and the sacrifice, we cannot be his disciples. 

Jesus called unto him the multitude to make this 
announcement. He wished to make this teaching as 
widely known as possible. He wished no disciples 
who did not appreciate the seriousness of following 
him. He had come away to this region for retire- 
ment, but the multitude was never far away from 
him. The Jewish population in the villages evi- 
dently had discovered his presence and were ready 
at any excuse to throng his way. 


SAVING LIFE AND LOSING IT 


Jesus went on to say that he who would save his 
life shall lose it, but that when one gives away his 
life for the sake of the gospel of Jesus, that one 
truly saves his life. What does this difficult saying 
mean? Something like this, no doubt! Life is given 
us for a purpose. The purpose is that we may de- 
velop a holy and noble character. The man who 
throws away his chances to become good and to do 
good, might better not have lived at all. It is the 
high purpose of life that counts. Therefore if by 
service to Christ and sacrifice for him, we gain 
growth in character, we have’ attained the end of 
life, even though life is short. If, on the other 
hand, we grow more mean and despicable every day, 
of what use is life to us? Of what use are all the 
treasures of earth to us if we have lost life itself. 
that is, if we have thrown away life’s most glorious 
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possibilities. Life is for God, and if we have lost 
God out of our lives, no other gain, no matter how 
great, can repay that loss. 

In the day of final reckoning, said Jesus, when 
he comes in the glory of his Father, all the real 
values of life will be evident, and in the enjoyment 
of his favor will be compensation for all the sacri- 
fices we have made for him. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


27. Villages of Czsarea Philippi. Villages near 
Cesarea Philippi. The city was so called to dis- 
tinguish it from Cesarea on the seacoast. 
way. On the journey, either from Bethsaida to 
Cesarea Philippi or on the way between two of the 
villages. 

28. They told him. The various answers show 
that though the people had accepted his ministry 
of blessing, they had never drawn the conclusions 
from it. John the Baptist. Herod feared that 
Jesus was John risen from the dead. Mark 6: 14. 

29. Peter answereth. As spokesman for the 
Twelve. Matthew’s account is fuller here; read 
Matt. 16: 13-20. Thou art the Christ. The Mes- 
siah, long looked for. 

30. They should tell no man. There was danger 
lest the premature announcement of the fact should 
arouse the false Messianic hopes of the Jews. They 
thought that the Messiah would lead a revolution. 

31. And he began to teach them. Now that the 
disciples had confessed him, they were ready for 
the startling announcement of his death. This is 
the first of three distinct and detailed predictions of 
his death which Jesus made. Mark 9:31; 10: 33. 

32. Openly. Not publicly, but rather plainly and 
definitely. Peter took him. Perhaps apart from 
the others. Began to rebuke him. <A kindly but 
presumptuous argument. 


33. Seeing his disciples. Watching the result of 


Peter’s rebuke. Get thee behind me, Satan. Jesus 
had spoken similarly to the Tempter. Matt. 
4:10. This shows that Jesus considered Peter’s 


suggestion akin to the solicitations of Satan on 
that occasion. He reminded Peter that then once 
for all he had rejected the temptation to win suc- 
cess in any easy way. The things of God,... of 
men. God’s point of view and the world’s are ut- 
terly different, whether we think of Christ’s suffer- 
ings or of man’s for Christ’s sake. 

34. The multitude. This shows that Jesus once 
more “could not be hid.” Even in this secluded 
place he was known and followed. If any man 
would come after me. True followers must ac- 
cept the truth of the cross, both for Jesus and for 
themselves. Deny himself. “None of self, and all 
of thee.” Take up his cross. As the Master was 
to have his cross, so likewise was the servant to 
have his. 

35. Save his life. Life used here in two senses, 
of the body and of the spirit. Desire to save the 
bodily life may well result in the death of the 
spirit life. 
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36. What doth it profit? Nothing that we can 
gain is worth while if in gaining it we have sacri- 
ficed real life, that is, spiritual life. 

37. In exchange. That is, as a ransom price. 
Having sacrificed real life, nothing can buy it back. 

38. Shall be ashamed of me. Shall refuse me 
allegiance. In this adulterous and sinful gener- 
ation. Which is about to reject the claims of Christ. 
Son of man also shall be ashamed. This is the 
time of probation; the second coming of Jesus will 
be the time of judgment. In the glory. Then he 
will appear, not as now, despised and rejected, but 
clothed in the glory which is his right. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did Jesus take his disciples away again 
for this period of retirement? 

2. Why was Cesarea Philippi so named? 

3. Why did Jesus call out the confession of the 
disciples? Did he not know what they thought 
about him? 

4, Why is it necessary to make confession of Je- 
sus now? Why is it not enough to believe on him, 
without saying so before men? 

5. Why did Jesus call Peter “Satan’’? 

6. Do you think that Jesus, in v. 34, made the 
conditions of his service too difficult? Why? Or 
why not? 

7. State in your own words the meaning of v. 36. 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 21. How does God lead us to believe on Jesus 
Christ? 

A. God leads us to believe on Jesus Christ by 
the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, showing 
us that we are sinful, and disposing and enabling 
us to accept him as he is offered to us in the gospel. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Do you think that Jesus took his disciples 
away just for the purpose of calling out this great 
confession? If so, show how important it was. 

2. Why did he tell them to be silent about the 
fact that he was the Messiah? 

3. Why did he first make the announcement of 
his death after they had made this confession? 

4. What arguments do you imagine Peter used 
to try to convince Jesus that he ought not to die? 
Why did they not convince Jesus? 

5. Give illustrations to show that the man who 
seeks to save his life at all hazards may in fact 
fail in the real purpose of life. 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 67. Which is the sixth commandment? 

A. The sixth commandment is, Thou shalt not 
kill. 

Q. 68. What is required in the sixth command- 
ment? 

A. The sixth commandment requireth all lawful 
endeavorers to preserve our own life, and the life of 
others. 
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JESUS TRANSFIGURED 


The Golden Text—‘‘This is my beloved Son: hear him.”—Mark 9: 7. 
TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 9: 2-10 


For entire lesson, see Mark 9: 2-29. 


COMMON VERSION AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


2 9 And after six days Je’sus taketh with him 2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Pe- 
Pe’ter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up ter, and James, and John, and bringeth them up 
into an high mountain apart by themselves: and into a high mountain apart by themselves: and he 


he was transfigured before them. ‘ 
3 And his raiment became shining, exceeding . 4S transfigured before them; 3 and his garments 


white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white became glistering, exceeding white, so as no fuller 
them. on earth can whiten them. 4 And there appeared 
4 And there appeared unto them E-li’as with unto them Elijah with Moses: and they were talk- 


pth a pad esa besiagny ok AWB e Mas. ing with Jesus. 5 And Peter answereth and saith 
/ ‘ to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be here: and 


ter, it is good for us to be here: and let us make | 
three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Mo’ses, Jet us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and 
and one for E-li’as. one for Moses, and one for Elijah. 6 For he knew 

6 For he wist not what to say; for they were not what to answer; for they became sore afraid. 
sore afraid. 7 And there came a cloud overshadowing them: and 


7 And there was a cloud that overshadowed tl ; Of the clan b 
them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, cee ANE 8 VOICE Ue OF OOO gate ee 


This is my beloved Son: hear him. loved Son: hear ye him. 8 And suddenly looking 
8 And suddenly, when they had looked round round about, they saw no one any more, save Jesus 

about, they saw no man any more, save Je’sus only only with themselves. 

with themselves. 9 And as they were coming down from the moun- 
9 And as they came down from the mountain, he tain, he charged them that they should tell no man 


charged them that they should tell no man what what things they had seen, save when the Son of 
things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen : : 
man should have risen again from the dead. 10 


from the dead. ; pitas 
10 And they kept that saying with themselves, And they kept the saying, questioning among them- 


questioning one with another what the rising from selves what the rising again from the dead should 


the dead should mean. mean. 
The Time—Autumn, A. D. 29. The Place—Probably Mount Hermon. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 

Monday,*April 15. 3< 053, 2 Reece Jesus Transfigured se), ite fot oe ee Mark 9: 2-10. 
‘Luesday; “April “160. <2 eee oe The: Disciples’s Failure (sch giciec > fe gees + Mark 9: 11-18. 
Wednesday, April 27.24. cs ah teat The Dumb Spirit’ Cast: Outiss a5 % cence. Mark 9: 19-29. 
Thursday vA pril “18 sick <8) ita eee Prayer and Services a>, aetna tee hc ae eee Luke 9 : 30-37. 
Friday, Agiril” 10:00 sine ces eee ae eae: Hlsha at. Prayer: vsteemee wee. ae eee II Kings 4 : 27-37. 
Saturday, April *2ZOi isk tito esate eee Kifficacy of Prayer. oo co tae ke oreo eee James 5: 13-18. 
Sunday? Aprils2t 7p ee eee Changed Into Christ’s Image.............. IT: Cor}'32'9-18; 

A PROPHECY IN PICTURE It is hard for us, and it must have been hard 


Tn the last lesson Jesus definitely told his dis- for the disciples, to conceive of a life without sur- 
ciples that he was to be put to death by the Jewish prises. When we arise each day we look out upon 
rulers. Peter’s rebuke revealed the fact that such an unknown future. We cannot predict with cer- 
an announcement was very unwelcome to the dis- tainty what will happen. We may plan to do such 
ciples. They did not see the reason for such a and such things, but whether we actually do them 
dreadful end to his wonderful life. It was neces- or not will depend upon forces which we cannot 
sary for him in some way to make it plainer to control. But Jesus knew what was before him. 
their minds that he knew what was coming, and Not only the great things, but the smallest events 
also that only through such a sacrifice could he ac- of his life, were known before they took place. He 
complish his purpose in coming to earth. knew because he himself had so arranged them. 
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Tt was necessary to show the disciples the fact 
of his death so plainly that its purpose would be 
evident, if not at once, at least afterwards, when 
they reflected upon what they had seen. So Jesus 
planned this “prophecy in picture.” 


A MOUNTAIN CLIMB 


Three of the Twelve only were taken on this 
mountain journey. Peter and James and John, 
more responsive to spiritual truth, perhaps, destined 
to have a larger part than the others in the work 
of founding the infant Church, were those chosen 
for the privilege. The others were left at the foot 
of the mountain, but while they waited work was 
given them to do. 

It was not the first time that the disciples had 
gone mountain-climbing with Jesus. On a moun- 


tain they had heard him speak the great. Sermon. 
They were familiar with his habit of going into a 
He had even spent the night in 
They 


mountain to pray. 
prayer on one of the peaks about the lake. 
must have realized that 
some great experience 
was coming as they 
climbed up and up, to 
the top of this snow- 
capped giant of Pales- 
tine. For this was with- 
out doubt Mount Her- 
mon the highest moun- 
tain they knew. 


THE TRANSFIGURA- 
TION 

Luke tells us, ch. 9: 
28, 29, that Jesus went 
up into the mountain to 
pray, and that it was 
while he was praying 
that his countenance was 
changed. ‘“Transfigura- 
tion” means change. A 
certain alteration took 
place in his appearance, 
some glory light lit up 
his face and garments, 
and made the experience 
forever memorable. II 
Peters bo O.7 it. was 
probably in the night; 
the snowy peaks about 
them added to the maj- 
esty of the scene; but 
the brightness which en- 
veloped Jesus came from 
within. The three dis- 
ciples had been asleep 
while Jesus was pray- 
ing, but on awaking they 
found that while they 
slept a wondrous scene 
had been prepared. 
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ELIJAH AND MOSES 

What they saw was indeed startling. The ap- 
pearance of Jesus was wonderful in itself. But, 
added to this fact, there were two men with him, 
whereas he had been alone when they came up the 
mountain with him. Do you suppose that they 
questioned one another as to who the two new- 
comers might be? Little by little, perhaps, the 
truth penetrated their minds that what they were 
witnessing was to be one of the most marvelous 
experiences of their lives. Some word of the Mas- 
ter’s, perhaps, or maybe an inward illumination, 
made it plain to them that with Jesus were the 
two greatest men of Hebrew history, Moses and 
Elijah. One was the lawgiver and the other the 
great prophet of the nation. Both had been men 
of God, had heard God speak, and had been admit- 
ted to his very presence. Neither had left this 
earth in the ordinary way of mortals: Moses had 
died in the mountain and God had buried him; 
Elijah had been carried to heaven ina chariot of fire. 

The disciples realized 
that the two greatest 
men of two important 
epochs of Israel’s his- 
tory were in conference 
with him who they 
had a few days before 
confessed was the Mes- 
siah, the Son of the liv- 
ing God. They must have 
grasped the fact that a 
conference of three such 
personages must be about 


matters of tremendous 
importance. 
WHAT THEY 


TALKED ABOUT 

Luke tells us that they 
were talking of Jesus’ 
death which he was 
about to accomplish at 
Jerusalem. Ch. 9:31. 
The very fact of their 
presence with Jesus was 
reassuring. Peter and 
the others were good 
Jews, and so held Moses 
and Elijah in great ven- 
‘eration. Their presence 
with Jesus gave the sanc- 
tion of God to whatever 
Jesus had done and 
would do. But the fact 
that they talked of his 
death made the experi- 
ence even more instruc- 
tive. It told the three 
men that the death of 
Jesus before which they 
had hesitated, from 
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which they had even tried to dissuade Jesus, was 
a part of the purpose of God. Moses had been the 
spokesman of God in the earlier years of Israel’s 
history, Elijah had been the spokesman in the lat- 
ter period. In them the voice of God in Hebrew 
history was speaking, not to correct but to confirm 
the judgment of Jesus that his death was necessary. 
Jesus had told them the fact; they had rebelled 
against it; now God, through his confidential mes- 
sengers, accredited through the ages as trustworthy, 
was reaffirming the truth. 

There was even more than this in what they saw. 
Moses had given the Law to God’s people. They 
had never kept the Law, but had made themselves 
hable to punishment for breaking it all through 
the years. God’s purpose in the Law would never 
be fulfilled until in some way that broken Law 
could be vindicated and the guilt of its violators be 
washed away. Moses the lawgiver was there with 
Jesus to say that in him the broken Law was about 
to be satisfied, and the guilt of men to be taken 
away. 

The prophets likewise had foretold the coming 
of One who was to do for men what they could not 
do for themselves, One who would be the Shepherd 
of his people, and at the same time, the Lamb slain 
for their sins. Elijah, the great head of the pro- 
phetic order, was with Jesus on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration to tell them that Jesus was the One of 
whom all the prophets had spoken. 

So Jesus and his two companions on the mount 
talked of his death. The disciples had rebelled at 
such a thought. But those who knew what the 
revelation of God to his people really called for not 
only did not rebel; they accepted it gladly and 
spoke of it freely to him. And the apostles heard. 
It was a great lesson for them. 


_PETER’S THOUGHTLESS PROPOSAL 


Peter was evidently much moved by the experi- 
ence. He was profoundly impressed by the sight 
of Moses and Elijah talking with his Master. He 
did not consider what the full meaning of the inci- 
dent was. He knew only that it was good to be 
there, and wished to stay. So he burst out thought- 
lessly, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here: and 
let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” Mark adds, 
“For he knew not what to answer; for they be- 
came sore afraid.” This means, no doubt, that 
Peter was utterly bewildered and confused so that 
he could not think wisely. And certainly the pro- 
posal was not wise. Jesus’ work was not yet done. 
Their own work as disciples had hardly begun, and 
it was to be done not up on a mountain but down 
in the valley among the people. It would have been 
in opposition to the spirit of their dedication to 
Jesus to remain apart from the men to whom he 
had sent them. 

Spiritual blessings are given to us to make us 
stronger for our work. If they do not send us down 
from the mountain with new courage and zest to do 
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the tasks God has given to us, then they are not 
helpful, but rather harmful. 


JESUS ONLY 


While Peter was speaking there was a still fur- 
ther marvel. <A cloud enveloped them. <A _ voice 
came out of the cloud, proclaiming Jesus to be the 
Son of God and charging them to listen to him, that 
is to obey him as God’s Son. When the cloud 
passed, Jesus was alone, and the experience was 
past. He was alone, but in him now they saw more 
than they had ever before seen in him. God had 
borne testimony to him in a new and wonderful 
way. All the authority of the Old Testament had 
sanctioned him, even to the fact of his death. Here- 
after they would never again be tempted to think 
of him as less than the Son of God. 


COMING DOWN FROM THE PLACE OF 
BLESSING 


It was not yet time to publish to the world what 
For the present it was a secret 
which they were to share with him. Not even the 
others of the Twelve were to be admitted to this 
privilege. The reason for this secrecy was, no 
doubt, because of the material notions which even 
members of the Twelve entertained in regard to the 
coming of the Messiah. For them to have known 
what these three had seen would have made it still 
more difficult for Jesus to combat their desires for 
an earthly kingdom. But, along with his charge to 
keep the matter secret, there was an allusion to 
the resurrection of Jesus which seemed to give them 
great concern. He had before this told them that 
he would rise from the dead. Mark 8:31. But 
they had been so shocked at the thought of his 
death and so absorbed in their grief at his impend- 
ing loss that they had evidently not given the idea 
of the resurrection much attention. Now, however, 
when they had been so wonderfully instructed re- 
garding his death, they could think of the other 
matter, his resurrection. So they questioned one 
another as to what he could mean by it. After he 
had risen from the dead, then they could tell about 
the transfiguration. But just what was the resur- 
rection to be like? We have the story of Jesus’ 
resurrection in the Gospels. It has been part of 
our faith about him from the very first, but to these 
disciples it was all new. They could not grasp it. 
We know that even when it occurred they were slow 
to believe it. The fact is that they were just ordi- 
nary men like ourselves, loving and devoted, but 
thoughtless and slow to receive new impressions. 


THIS WAS THE PROPHECY IN PICTURE 


So Jesus made plain to three of his disciples a 
lesson which he had already taught them, but which 
they could not understand. He showed it to them 
in a picture so impressive that they could not 
fail to grasp its meaning. He must die as he had 
said. Moses and Elijah had said so. God out of 
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heaven had sanctioned the program. The voice had 
bidden them listen to Jesus. Even if their minds 
were as yet unable to grasp the full sense of the 
experience, it had touched them profoundly and, 
after he had risen from the dead, they would be 
able to give testimony to him more valuable for 
what they had seen. Peter in his Second Epistle, 
as we have seen, refers to the transfiguration, as 
to something about which there could not be any 
manner of doubt. He says, “We were eyewitnesses 
of his majesty.” 

The transfiguration taught these men that Jesus 
was the Son of God. They had known this before, 
but this was a new proof. Still more, it reconciled 
them to the thought that the Son of God must 
suffer and die. And lastly, it won them to a sym- 
pathetic consent to the truth that all Christ’s fol- 
lowers must suffer also. It was the glory of sacri- 
fice which lit his face. Only those who “follow in 
his train” can shed that glory on the world. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


2. After six days. That is, after Peter’s confes- 
sion. Peter, and James, and John. These three 
were Jesus’ most frequent companions in intimate 
moments. A high mountain apart. Probably 
Mount Hermon. Cesarea Philippi was at its foot. 
By themselves. The purpose of the withdrawal 
was to pray. What a privilege to be admitted to 
the solitary devotions of Jesus! Was transfigured. 
The meaning of the word “transfigured” appears 
in the further description of the scene. Before 
them. They were witnesses of the marvel. 

3. His garments. Matthew mentions the shining 
of his face “as the sun.” As it was night this was 
particularly noteworthy. Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke all speak of the whiteness of his garments, 
but only Mark adds the further simile. So as no 
fuller. A fuller was one who whitened and cleansed 
soiled. garments. The clothing was soaked with 
soap and water and trodden with the feet. <A 
striking comparison. 

4. There appeared unto them. Not a vision; 
they were actually present. Elijah with Moses. 
Two great Old Testament heroes. Both were fore- 
runners of the Messiah. Talking with Jesus. It 
is Luke who tells us the subject of their conversa- 
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tion. He says they were talking of Jesus’ “decease,” ‘ 


or “departure” at Jerusalem. 

5. And Peter answereth. Impulsive, quick-speak- 
ing, and quick-acting Peter was naturally the one 
to speak. It is good for us. He never would have 
made this proposal if he had stopped to think. For 
such a plan meant to shirk the duties and the 
toils of discipleship, simply to enjoy the delights of 
a spiritual experience. Tabernacles. Or “booths,” 
temporary dwellings. 

6. Sore afraid. The unearthly experience natur- 
ally awed them. 

7. A cloud. Signifying the presence of God. A 
voice. As at his baptism, so now the Father gave 
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his sanction to his Son. Hear ye him. Obey him, 
accept his program, referring perhaps to that part 
of it which they had doubted, namely, his death. 

8. Save Jesus only. The withdrawal of Moses 
and Elijah left Jesus alone with them. 

9. As they were coming down. The long descent 
of the mountain left plenty of time for discussion. 
Charged them. Gave them special instructions. 
Save when the Son of man should have risen. 
Until his resurrection they were to keep silent. 

10. They kept the saying. That is, they obeyed 
him. Questioning among themselves. They could 
not understand in advance just what he meant. 
They all believed in the resurrection of the dead, 
but could not join this fact with the prohibition 
to speak of the transfiguration. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did Jesus give his disciples this wonder- 
ful experience? 

2. Where did the transfiguration take place? 

3. Name any other great scenes in Jesus’ life that 
occurred on mountains. 

4. Why did he take just these three disciples 
with him? 

5. Why were Moses and Elijah present with him, 
and why did they talk of Jesus’ death? 

6. What do you think the transfiguration means 
for us? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 22. What is the work of the Holy Spirit in us 
who believe? 

A. The work of the Holy Spirit in us who be- 
lieve is to give us hatred of sin and love of right- 
eousness, knowledge of the truth, power for service 
and assurance that we are children of God. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Connect this lesson with the last lesson. 

2. At what time of day do you think the trans- 
figuration took place? Why? 

3. Before how many critical times of his life did 
Jesus pray? Name them. 

4. What effect upon the disciples was produced 
by the presence of Moses and Elijah with Jesus, 
and their conversation with him? 

5. Why was Peter’s proposal impractical? What 
is the right way to make use of life’s great ex- 
periences? 

6. Just what effect do you think the transfigura- 
tion was intended to have upon the three disciples? 
How did it vindicate Jesus’ program of death for 
men? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 69. What is forbidden in the sixth command- 
ment? 

A. The sixth commandment forbiddeth the tak- 
ing away of our own life, or the life of our neigh- 
bor unjustly, or whatsoever tendeth thereunto. 


‘ 
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JESUS REBUKES SELFISHNESS 

The Golden Text—‘“If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.”— 
Mark 9 : 35. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 9: 33-42 
For entire lesson, see Mark 9: 30-50. 


COMMON VERSION AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


33 ¢ And he came to Ca-perna-um: and being in 33 And they came to Capernaum: and when he 
the house he asked them, What was it that ye dis- was in the house he asked them, What were ye 
puted among yourselves by the way? reasoning on the way? 34 But they held their 


34, But they held their peace: for by the way ; ; A 
they had disputed among themselves, who should be peace: for they had disputed one with another on 
the way, who was the greatest. 35 And he sat 


the greatest. 

35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and down, and called the twelve; and he saith unto 
saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the them, If any man would be first, he shall be last of 
same shall be last of all, and servant of oe s all, and servant of all. 36 And he took a little 

36 And he took a child, and set him Tigbrie mnt ae child, and set him in the midst of them: and tak- 
of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, _. aie ses E ; 
he said unto them, ing him in his arms, he said unto them, 37 Whoso- 

37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children CVE shall receive one of such little children in my 
in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall re- name, receiveth me: and whosoever receiveth me, — 
ceive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me.  receiveth not me, but him that sent me. 

38 { And John answered him, saying, Master, 38 John said unto him, Teacher, we saw one cast- 
we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he ing out demons in thy name; and we forbade him, 
followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he : 

because he followed not us. 39 But Jesus said, For- 


followeth not us. ba eS : 
39 But Je’sus said, Forbid him not: for there is bid him not: for there is no man who shall do a 


no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that mighty work in my name, and be able quickly to 
can lightly speak evil of me. speak evil of me. 40 For he that is not against us 
40 For he that is not against us is on our part. is for us. 41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of 
41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water water to drink, because ye are Christ’s, verily I 
to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, gay unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 

verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 4 
42 And whosoever shall cause one of these little 


42, And whosoever shall offend one of these little ; : 
ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a 0”°* that believe on me to stumble, it were better 


millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were for him if a great millstone were hanged about his 


cast into the sea. neck, and he were cast into the sea. 
The Time—Autumn, A. D. 29. The Place—Capernaum. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Montay, April 222 Sse2% Sia ake ore ean Jesus Rebukes Selfishness... .............:- Mark 9 : 30-42. 
Tnesday, “April 23. 2/03 2a uae Patent owes Dealing with: Offendefa ih tone one oe i oe Mark 9: 43-50. 
Wednesday, April 2454 cnls ins eae eae ees A™Mother’s’ Ambitions. 7's oes ee awe ee Matt. 20 : 20-28 
Thursday; sApril-25; Gave Stik wee se aes True.Greatnesa vests so iaek oe eee ne heres Luke 22 : 24-30. 
Friday April 265 2.65: tdies ite me ck uae eas Love, the Great Corrective... ........+.+.+6- I Cor., ch. 13. 
Saturday; April. 27.5 «chicas. ghee cee cetera A Cure for Greed. 32... ae ic ithe Sah ape eee James 4: 1-10. 
Sunday, April 2850.0 24 ates qgeesigt pamela Warning Against Strong Drink............. Isa. 28 : 1-7. 

HOME AGAIN would always be different, for had they not seen 


After the long journey northward Jesus and the him in the “holy mount”? They had also confessed, 
disciples were at home again. Home, of course, was through Peter, that he was the Christ, the Son of 
Capernaum, where Jesus had lived since the begin- God, and had heard him say that men who fol- 
ning of his ministry. The disciples, too, most of lowed him must give up everything, and bear their 
them, probably had moved their dwellings there to cross for his sake. So, when they came back to 
be with him constantly. They were back again in Capernaum, they must have come in a very differ- 
the familiar surroundings, but oh, how different ent frame of mind from that in which they went 
things were now. At least for three of them life out. 


' Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
62 


Lesson XVII 


And yet, surprising as it may seem, they were 
not yet perfect in character! They had learned a 
great deal about Jesus but they had yet much to 
learn about themselves. Committed to him heart 
and soul as they thought they were, nevertheless 
they were to learn new ways of helping him as 
they learned new tests of character which they had 
to meet. A great many people who are perfectly 
sure they would go to death for the sake of Christ 
have not yet learned to be kindly and thoughtful of 
others. The self-seeking person is unfaithful to 
Christ. 


THE DISPUTE ON THE JOURNEY 


The disciples seem always to have been surprised 
at each new evi- 
dence of Jesus’ om- 
niscience. They had 
called him the Son 
of God, and yet 
they were surprised 
when he knew their 
thoughts and when 
he was acquainted 
with their private 
affairs. On the 
journey down from 
Cesarea Philippi 
they had had a dis- 
cussion among 
themselves about 
who of them should 
be greatest in his 
Kingdom. They 
did not realize that 
he knew all about 
it, that they could 
hide nothing from 
him. 

Do we realize 
that we can _ hide 
nothing from Jesus, 
that he knows the 
secret thoughts of 
our hearts? 

What caused the 
discussion? Wecan 
only guess, but it 
seems fairly certain 
that it was occa- 
sioned by the choice 
of Peter and James 
and John for the 
privilege of being 
with him alone on 
the Mount of Trans- 
figuration. Perhaps 
the three had given 
themselves airs on 
their return with 
Jesus. It would 
have been only 
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natural, if, conscious of the wonderful thing which 
they had seen, they should have been somewhat 
superior in their attitude to the others who had not 
seen Jesus transfigured. They could not even tell 
them about it. The others, left alone at the foot of 
the mountain, had not had faith enough to cast out 
a demon which was torturing a young lad. Mark 
9: 14-29. And so from the wonderful experience on 
the mount there had actually arisen discussion and 
disputing and probably even quarreling. 

Strange that these good men should not have 
realized how foolishly and sinfully they were acting! 

And yet was it so strange? Are we always un- 


selfish and considerate of others, even in our work 
for Christ? 


Do we never think, “How much better 
I could do the work 
which another is 
doing”? 


THE OBJECT 
LESSON 


In vy. 35 you will 
find the proposition 
which Jesus sets 
out to prove to the 
disciples. In v. 36 
you will see the 
method by which 
he illustrated the 
proposition. “If any 
man desire to be 
first, the same shall 
be last of all, and 
servant of all.” 
Here is the law of 
rank in the Chris- 
titan titer <The 
greatest man is the 
man who helps 
others most. The 
Boy Scouts have a 
rule by which they 
must “do a good 
turn every day.” 
It is a good rule to 
follow. But that 
one “good turn” is 
only an illustration 
of Owhat all: ‘life 
ought to be. He 
who does the most 
“sood turns” is the 
best follower of 
Jesus. The world 
has its ways of 
rankingmen. Royal 
birth makes some 
men kings and 
princes. Wealth 
makes others im- 
portant. But in 
the Christian life, 


ro = 


Havold Cupping. 


Lesson XVII 


Jesus said that SERVICE is the only way to true 
greatness. 

Then Jesus impressed the truth by a very simple 
method. He took a child. Perhaps it was a child 
of one of his disciples, in whose house he was at 
the time. He set him in the midst of them, where 
all could see him. Then Jesus said, “Whosoever 
shall receive one of such little children in my name, 
receiveth me.” He meant that as the child was 
weak and helpless and apparently insignificant, it 
was a type of all weak and helpless and insignificant 
persons. To receive such, and care for them, was 
the sign of true discipleship. They had given them- 
selves to Christ and were looking for ways in which 
they might be true to him. Here was a way which 
all might follow. Service to the weak and help- 
less and lowly was service to Jesus. 

Are you looking for ways in which you may show 
your love for your Master? Unselfish helpfulness 
to others, doing what you can to bring others joy 
and ease, is the only way that has the sanction of 
Jesus himself. 


HOW TO TREAT OTHER SERVANTS 


John had a tender conscience. Jesus’ words made 
him wonder if he and the others had been right in 
a certain instance of which he speaks. On their 
recent journey they had seen a man casting out 
demons in Jesus’ name, who was not a member of 
their company. They had been jealous of him. 
They had thought that they alone should have the 
privilege of using Jesus’ name in working miracles. 
So they had forbidden him to do so. But now Jesus 
told them that they were wrong. The very fact 
that the man was working in the name of Jesus 
was proof that he honored him and was seeking to 
help others for his sake. It is easy to think that 
the company of Christians to which we belong has 
the exclusive right to work for Jesus. It is easy 
to be jealous of others who are in their own way 
striving to serve him. But Jesus says, “He that 
is not against us is for us.” This is no encourage- 
ment to neutrality in the fight for the right. This 
man was not a neutral. The very fact that he 
worked miracles in Jesus’ name was a sign that he 
was on the side of Jesus. 

The incident teaches us toleration and kindness 
in our treatment of other workers, and in our 
thoughts of them. 


THE TREMENDOUS IMPORTANCE OF 
OUR ACTS 


Then follow a number of teachings of Jesus in 
which he shows the disciples how important in the 
lives of others are the apparently insignificant acts 
which we perform. We are apt to think that if our 
“hearts are right,’ what we do is of little im- 
portance. But the thought of Jesus is that actions 
are the only dependable signs of the heart’s attitude. 

The man who gives a cup of cold water to a 
thirsty one, as a Christian service, shows his true 
Christianity. 
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On the other hand, he who does something to 
make it harder for a Christian to do right, shows 
that he is no true friend of Christ, no matter what 
he professes. He deserves some terrible punish- 
ment. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


33. To Capernaum. The home of Jesus and, 
since they had left all to follow him, of his disciples. 
In the house. It is said that he had ‘not where 
to lay his head.” So it is likely that he lived while 
in Capernaum in the home of one of his disciples, 
possibly Peter. $ 

34. They held their peace. They were ashamed 
that he should know their folly. Who was the 
greatest. They were thinking of his future King- 
dom, and probably thought that their rank in the 
Kingdom would depend upon the honors Jesus gave 
them in those preparatory days. 

35. If any man would be first. This gives to them 
“The 
spirit of service is the passport to eminence in the 
Kingdom of God.” Servant. The word is often 
translated “minister,” a helper. 

36. A little child. He was already there, so prob- 
ably a member of the household. 

37. Whosoever shall receive. Meaning take and 
care for. Jesus is referring to what he had said 
just before. The humblest service, if rendered in 
his name, is a service to him, and if to him then 
to God the Father, also. 

38. One casting out demons. Probably one of 
the many disciples whom Jesus had won in Galilee. 
He had not been commissioned by Jesus to do this, 
as had the apostles. Followed not us. Not a mem- 
ber of the apostolic circle. 

39. For there is no man who shall do a mighty 
work. The very fact that he was working for 
Christ and in his name showed that he could not 
be among Christ’s enemies. 

40. He that is not against us is for us. Nota 
contradiction of Matt. 12: 30. There the reference 
is to those who are definitely working for Christ. 
Here the man was definitely on his side though not 
officially a worker. 

41. A cup of water to drink. Meaning that the 
smallest service in the name of Christ shall not go 
unrewarded. 

42. One of these little ones. The child was still 
in his arms, but he is alluding to all weak, ignorant, 
faulty but sincere disciples. To stumble. By put- 
ting objection or suspicion in his way. A great mill- 
stone. One of the great stones used in grinding 
grain. Cast into the sea. Used by Jesus not as 
descriptive but as typical of terrible punishment. 
No punishment could be too great for the man who 
would hurt the faith of one of Christ’s sincere dis- 
ciples. 


’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What did the Twelve learn about Jesus on 
their long journey to the north? 


Lesson XVIII 


2. What did their dispute on the way prove that 
they had not learned? 

3. What did Jesus’ knowledge of their dispute 
show them? 

4. What do you suppose caused the discussion 
about who was the greatest? 

5. Give one illustration from your own experi- 
ence showing that the greatest man is he who seeks 
not his own but others’ welfare. 

6. Why did Jesus counsel John not to rebuke the 
man who had cast out demons? What may we learn 
from this incident? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 23. What is the duty and privilege of those 
who believe on Jesus Christ? 

A. The duty and privilege of those who believe 
on Jesus Christ is to confess him before men and 
to come into the full communion of the Church. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Show how the lesson of the Mount of Trans- 
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figuration ought to have prevented those who were 
present from taking part in this dispute. 

2. How does the Master rank men in the work of 
his Itingdom? 

3. How does selfishness hinder us from serving 
Jesus? 

4. What did Jesus teach us about the way to 
treat other servants of his? 

5. Why is it that our actions are so important? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 70. Which is the seventh commandment? 

A. The seventh commandment is, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery. 

Q. 71. What is required in the seventh command- 
ment? 

A. The seventh commandment requireth the pres- 
ervation of our own and our neighbor’s chastity, in 
heart, speech, and behavior. 

Q. 72. What is forbidden in the seventh com- 
mandment? 

A. The seventh commandment forbiddeth all un- 
chaste thoughts, words, and actions. 


Lesson XVIII—JESUS SETS NEW STANDARDS OF LIVING 


The Golden Text—‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you.”—Matt. 6: 33. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 10: 17-27 


For entire lesson, see Mark 10: 1-31. 


COMMON VERSION 


17 ¢ And when he was gone forth into the way, 
there came one running, and kneeled to him, and 
asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life? 

18 And Je’sus said unto him, Why ecallest thou 
me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 

19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not com- 
mit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father 
and mother. 

20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, 
all these have I observed from my youth. 

21 Then Je’sus beholding him loved him, and said 
unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell 
whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take 
up the cross, and follow me. 

22 And he was sad at that saying, and went 
away grieved: for he had great possessions. 

23 ¢ And Je’sus looked round about, and saith 
unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God! 

24 And the disciples were astonished at his 
words. But Je’sus answereth again, and saith unto 
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17 And as he was going forth into the way, there 
ran one to him, and kneeled to him, and asked him, 
Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit 
eternal life? 18 And Jesus said unto him, Why 
callest thou me good? none is good save one, even 
God. 19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not 
kill, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor thy father 
and mother. 20 And he said unto him, Teacher, all 
these things have I observed from my youth. 21 
And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said 
unto him, One thing thou lackest: go, sell whatso- 
ever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. 22 
But his countenance fell at the saying, and he went 
away sorrowful: for he was one that had great 
possessions. 

23 And Jesus looked round about, and _ saith 
unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God! 24 And the 
disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus 
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them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, 
in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! how hard is it for them that trust in riches to 
25 It is easier for a camel to go through the ea enter into the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier 
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the for a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than for 
kingdom of God. : 
: ; a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 26 
26 And they were astonished out of measure, ee ae dinel tne a ae 
saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? “DO tuey were astonished excceamsry, Saying wo 
27 And Je’sus looking upon them saith, With him, Then who can be saved? 27 Jesus looking 
men it is impossible, but not with God: for with upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not 


God all things are possible. with God: for all things are possible with God. 
The Time—Probably March, A. D. 30. The Place—Perea. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, April 20 Fs 5 tere creak ees oun Jesus Sets New Standards of Living..Mark 10: 17-31. 
Ate ota gems 4 Cpe | ioe Une ariere Mie ny ce The Sacredness of Marriage......... Mark 10: 1-12. 
Wednesday, Mays lise. Work iterate Jesus.and the Children............. Mark 10: 13-16; Matt. 18: 1-6. 
Thursday; Mays 2. ais Sh pao The Ten Commandments............ Ex. 20 : 2-17. 
Briday,- May 33.0 28 os ets t ate ee ee Rules of Conduct........ PRA: 2 hee Lev. 19 : 11-18. 
Sattirds ys Mays te cis vin toot she tel eiaeerecere Love for Godiand) Mant oo.0.0: sok". Matt. 22 : 34-40. 
Sunday; May. 5 < Smiccae wis eter. see Love Fulfilling the Law............ Rom. 13: 1-10. 
JESUS DEPARTS FROM GALILEE and working with the people. Once or twice he 


Jesus went to Galilee nearly two years before even made flying journeys to Jerusalem itself, but 
the time of this lesson in order to train his dis- always departed quickly before the authorities 
ciples and to prepare them for the time when they could act against him. But through all this period 
should be left to carry on the work of his Kingdom his face was set toward Jerusalem, toward the final 
without him; another reason for his going was that ‘Scenes In his tragic career. There is a pathetic 
in Galilee he might hope for comparative freedom quality about all the incidents in this part of his 


from the persecution of the ruling classes. ministry. It is not difficult to see that the shadow 
But now after nearly two years of work with of the cross was upon him. : 
his disciples he had in a measure made them ready Perea is the name applied to a strip of territory 


for their task. They believed that he was the Mes- OF the east side of the Jordan river, some sixty 
siah, the Son of God, and he had at least twice told miles long from north to south. It was under the 
them that it was his purpose to die on the cross. dominion of Herod Antipas. The fortress of 
Though they had not fully grasped this truth, they Macherus, where John the Baptist was imprisoned, 
knew it perhaps as well as they could know it be- Was In the southern part of Perea. It was a fertile 
fore his death actually occurred. Then, too, the country, inhabited by a mixed population settled 
scene of persecution had been transferred from Ju- 32 many towns and villages. Here Jesus might work 
dea to Galilee and the opposition of his enemies with less interruption and persecution than in the 
had been growing sharper. They had followed him more strictly Jewish towns of Judea or Galilee. 
to Galilee and were organizing a more or less de- Many of the most precious incidents of the Gospels 


termined campaign against him, seeking his death. are to be found in this period of his ministry. 
All things pointed therefore to Jesus’ early death, ' 
and, so far as was possible for them, the disciples THE RICH YOUNG MAN 
were ready for it. Jesus consequently left Galilee The Gospel of Luke, chs. 9 to 19, contains many 


probably soon after the transfiguration and began incidents which took place during this time. The 
a leisurely journey to Jerusalem with his disciples. Gospel of Mark omits most of them as not in ac- 
It was evidently his purpose to arrive at Jerusalem cordance with the author’s purpose. The incident 
at passover time, which occurred early in April. described in our lesson occurred in the last month 
These last few months were full of precious experi- of the Perean ministry, just before Jesus reached 
ences for the disciples, and many a sick, or sinful, Jericho on the last stage of his journey toward 
or sad heart had reason to bless the Master for his Jerusalem. 

help on this last journey. The parallels in Matt., ch. 19: 16-22, and in 


Luke, ch. 18 : 18-23, tell us additional facts about 
IN PEREA the man who came to Jesus in the way. He was a 
Jesus did not go directly to Jerusalem, which he ruler, that is he held some high position in the 
might have done in a few days. The time was not synagogue, or town. He was also a young man, so 
yet ripe for him to take up his residence there. He that his eagerness and enthusiasm and his later 
spent the time for the most part east of the Jordan unwillingness are especially interesting to young 
river, moving here and there, teaching his disciples people. “We are also told that he was “very -rich.” 
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Poor fellow! Then, as now, character was best 
and easiest developed by trial and labor, and the 
man who is exempt by his wealth from these must 
grow his character in some other way. The rich 
young man is always handicapped in the race of 
life. 

The yqung man’s address to Jesus shows that he 
had been impressed by Jesus’ person and by his 
work. He called Jesus “Good Teacher.” He had 
also realized either from something that Jesus had 
said or from his own reflection upon Jesus’ work 
that here was a Man who. could give trustworthy 
information about life and duty and _ eternity. 
“What shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” 
That was indeed a serious question. When a man 
once realizes that there is a possibility of living 
and growing and enjoying forever he naturally 
wants to “inherit eternal life.” 


JESUS’ ANSWER 


The first part of Jesus’ reply to the young man 
was intended to call his attention to the real mean- 
ing of the words with which he had addressed Je- 
sus. He had said, “Good Teacher.” Jesus asked, 
“Why callest thou me good? none is good save 
one, even God.” By this Jesus did not mean to 
intimate that the man had been in error in calling 
him “good.” He simply wished to make him think 
of what he had said and to answer to himself why 
he had called Jesus “good.” It was as if he had 
said, “What sort of goodness is this of which you 
are speaking?” The young man probably wished to 
get some mechanical rule of life, consisting of so 
much charity and so much reading of the Law and 
so much attendance upon the worship of God, which, 
when he had done, he would get eternal life. But 
Jesus intimated that such a program of life would 
not be goodness in any true sense. As a matter of 
fact it would be a sort of business transaction ac: 
cording to which the man would purchase his sal- 
vation. Jesus said, on the contrary, that only God 
is good, meaning, no doubt, that all true goodness 
comes from him. No mere earthly teacher, as the 
young man supposed Jesus to be, can give trust- 
worthy advice about goodness. Only God can make 
men good. 

Then Jesus said, “Thou knowest the command- 
ments, Do not kill, Do not commit adultery, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, 
Tonor thy father and mother.” And the young 
man answered that he had always kept the Com- 
mandments. That was indeed a great deal. Even 
though he did not realize all that keeping God’s 
law involves, still it was most praiseworthy to have 
kept the letter of the Law. He was a clean young 
man, moral, honorable, and exemplary in his life. 
He was wiser than many modern men and women, 
who look with too great indulgence on the sins of 
youth, and who talk foolishly about “sowing wild 
oats.” No wonder Jesus loved this young man! 

The Commandments which Jesus cited were those 
of the second table of the Law, comprising our 
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duty to our neighbor. The young man’s answer 
showed that he had only a superficial understanding 
of the true way of keeping the Commandments. 
Like many others, his observance went no deeper 


than the letter of the Law. 


THE GREAT TEST 


Jesus then surely and swiftly prescribed for his 
spiritual disease. “One thing thou lackest,” he said, 
but that was the all-important thing. It was the 
thing which would redeem all his perfunctory keep- 
ing of the Law and show that his good acts sprang 
from real goodness. “Sell whatsoever thou hast, 
and give to the poor, ...and come, follow me.” 
This was a test of his real sincerity. Did he truly 
want eternal life? If so, no sacrifice of this world’s 
goods could be too much to make. Did he truly 
love his neighbor as himself? If so, then the suffer- 
ings of unfortunate men ought to make him kind 
and pitiful. 

The young man could not meet this test at this 
time. Perhaps later he knew more about the value 
of Jesus’ prescription, but at this time he went 
away sorrowful. He could not give up his wealth. 

Do you think that Jesus requires all who come 
to be his disciples to make the sacrifice of all they 
have? Why? Or why not? 

Is anything we have absolutely our own? Who 
owns the lands and the cattle and the money of 
this world? Is it not true that men‘ are simply 
stewards of God, intrusted by him with certain 
goods to administer for him? The difference be- 
tween a true disciple of Jesus and one who is not 
true is that the one confesses this truth and the 
other does not. But it is equally true of both. 


JESUS’ DISCOURSE ABOUT WEALTH 

The words which Jesus spoke to his disciples just 
after the departure of the young man show how 
sorrowful the incident made him. ‘ Verse 24 ex- 
plains v. 23. It is not the possession of riches that 
keeps men out of the Kingdom of God, but trust- 
ing in riches. Not only material wealth blocks the 
entrance to eternal life, but wealth of any kind. 
Wealth of power, or of culture, or of attainment 
is equally hindering. The reason is that humil- 
ity, entire trust in God, is necessary in becoming 
a disciple of Christ. 

The illustration which Jesus used is perfectly 
simple. A camel cannot go through the eye of a 
needle. Neither can a man who trusts in his riches 
get into heaven. Trust in Christ is the only pass- 
port to heaven. 

What hope is there for a rich man then? The 
disciples were confused by Jesus’ words and they 
asked, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus answered 
that God can do the things that man cannot do. 
The rich man has all the chance that any other 
sinner has. Conversion is a change in the sphere 
It is the work of God’s 
Spirit. 

Let us read the story of the rich young man with 
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pity for his difficulties, with a resolution that we 
will withhold nothing from God, and with a new 
confidence that all the things that seem impossible 
to us will be changed in God’s good time and way, 
into glorious possibilities, probabilities, nay, reali- 
ties, by God’s Spirit, who “worketh how and when 
and where he pleases.” ¢ 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


17. Into the way. As he was journeying toward 
Jerusalem, leaving Perea. There ran one to him, 
and kneeled. The impulsive action was combined 
with reverential attitude. Good Teacher. A sin- 
cere but mistaken address, since the speaker 
thought of Jesus as a mere human teacher. 

18. Why callest thou me good? Not intended to 
disclaim either goodness or divinity, but to make 
the man think what was involved in his words. 
None is good save one, even God. Indicating that 
the source of all goodness is in God; if Christ is 
truly good, then he is God. 

19. The commandments. Jesus cites only those 
referring to our duty to our neighbor, showing that 
the man’s lack was in the sphere of brotherly love. 
The order is also changed. Do not defraud. Prob- 
ably paraphrasing and interpreting the Tenth Com- 
mandment. 

20. All these things have I observed. Not boast- 
ful, but self-righteous. He had no conception of the 
meaning of the Commandments as explained by Je- 
sus in the words, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.” 

21. Jesus ... loved him. This phrase shows that 
we must not judge this young man too harshly. 
Despite his self-righteousness and ignorance, he was 
lovable. One thing thou lackest. This answers the 
young man’s question as recorded in Matt. 19: 
20. One thing was lacking, but the lack of this one 
thing impaired all his obedience. Sell whatsoever 
thou hast. This stern requirement was intended 
at once to deprive the young man of that in which 
he had trusted most to bring him eternal life. With- 
out his wealth he would have to trust in God. Hav- 
ing given his money away, he would be obliged to 
enter by the door of faith, a low door where all 
must stoop. 

22. His countenance fell. Notice the picturesque 
expression. He went away. For this time at least, 
though one likes to hope that eventually he fol- 
lowed Christ. 

23. How hardly shall they that have riches. In 
the next verse Jesus tells what he means: how hard 
it is for them that trust in riches. The possession 
of any great gift is dangerous because its possessor 
is apt to rely too much upon it. 

24. Amazed. No doubt the disciples longed for 
the accession of wealthy companions in the service 
of Christ. 

25. It is easier for a camel. This must be taken 
in its literal sense, as meaning an impossible thing, 
humanly speaking. No man with a burden on his 
back, whether of wealth, or of pride, or of attain- 
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ments, or of sin, can enter the Kingdom of God. All 
burdens must be dropped at the cross. 

26. Then who can be saved? This was the ques- 
tion for which Jesus was waiting. It gave him 
the opportunity to say that it is God alone who 
saves. 

27. “The impossible is the peculiar sphere of 
God’s activity.” The rich man is saved like any 
other man, by the power of God. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Take your New Testament, and turn to the 
Gospel of Luke, ch. 9 and turn quickly over the 
chapters to ch. 19. You will see how many familiar 
incidents of Jesus’ life took place in the Perean 
ministry. 

2. Describe the man who came to Jesus in this 
lesson. 

3. Why was not this young man “good,” since he 
had kept all the Commandments? Or had he truly 
kept them? 

4. Industry, patience, sobriety, consideration for 
others are best learned in struggle and deprivation. 
Is this why it is harder for a rich man to be good 
than for a poor man? 

5. Is it only the rich man who is required to give 
up all for Christ? 

6. Show the meaning of the illustration about the 
camel and the needle’s eye. 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 24. Is there more than one Church? 

A. There is only one Church, in which all the 
saved, in heaven and on earth, are included, and 
of which Jesus Christ is the Head. 

Q. 25. What is the Church on earth? 

A. The Church on earth is the whole body of 
those who confess Christ as Lord and Saviour, to- 
gether with their children. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem through Perea 
instead of through Galilee and Samaria? 

2. What did Jesus mean by his rebuke, “Why 
eallest thou me good’? 

3. What sort of answer to his question did the 
young man expect? - 

4. How was he wrong in his conception of doing 
his duty? 

5. How did Jesus in this incident show his super- 
natural knowledge? 

6. What is the Christian view of wealth? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 73. Which is the eighth commandment? 

A. The eighth commandment is, Thou shalt not 
steal. 

Q. 74. What is required in the eighth command- 
ment? 

A. The eighth commandment requireth the lawful 
procuring and furthering the wealth and outward 
estate of ourselves and others. 
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JESUS FACES THE CROSS 


The Golden Text—“He humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” 
—Phil. 2: 8. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 10: 32-45 


For entire lesson, see Mark 10: 32-52. 


COMMON VERSION 


32 { And they were in the way going up to Je-ru’- 
sa-lem; and Je’sus went before them: and they 
were amazed; and as they followed, they were 
afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began 
to tell them what things should happen unto him, 

33 Saying, Behold, we go up to Je-ru’sa-lem; and 
the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief 
priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall con- 
demn him to death, and shall deliver him to the 
Gen’ tiles: 


34 And they shall mock him, and shall scourge 
him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: 
and the third day he shall rise again. 

35 § And James and John, the sons of Zeb’e-dee, 
come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou 
shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. 

36 And he said unto them, What would ye that 
I should do for you? 

37 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we 
may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on 
thy left hand, in thy glory. 

38 But Je’sus said unto them, Ye know not what 
ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? 
and be baptized with the baptism that I am bap- 
tized with? 

39 And they said unto him, We can. And Je’sus 
said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup 
that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am 
baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 

40 But to sit on my right hand and on my left 
hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to 
them for whom it is prepared. 

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be 
much displeased with James and John. 

42 But Je’sus called them to him, and saith unto 
them, Ye know that they which are accounted to 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 

32 And they were on the way, going up to Jeru- 
salem; and Jesus was going before them: and they 
were amazed; and they that followed were afraid. 
And he took again the twelve, and began to tell 
them the things that were to happen unto him, 
33 saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the 
Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests 
and the scribes; and they shall condemn him to 
death, and shall deliver him unto the Gentiles: 34 
and they shall mock him, and shall spit upon him, 
and shall scourge him, and shall kill him; and after 
three days he shall rise again. 

35 And there come near unto him James and 
John, the sons of Zeb’e-dee, saying unto him, 
Teacher, we would that thou shouldest do for us 
whatsoever we shall ask of thee. 36 And he said 
unto them, What would ye that I should do for 
you? 37 And they said unto him, Grant unto us 
that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and one 
on thy left hand, in thy glory. 38 But Jesus said 
unto them, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able 
to drink the cup that I drink? or to be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with? 39 And 
they said unto him, We are able. And Jesus said 
unto them, The cup that I drink ye shall drink; 
and with the baptism that I am baptized withal 
shall ye be baptized: 40 but to sit on my right hand 
or on my left hand is not mine to give; but it is for 
them for whom it hath been prepared. 41 And 
when the ten heard it, they began to be moved with 
indignation concerning James and John. 42 And 
Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye 
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rule over the Gen’tiles exercise lordship over them; 
and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 

43 But so shall it not be among you: but whoso- 
ever will be great among you, shall be your min- 
ister: 

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, 
shall be servant of all. : 

45 For even the Son of man came not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom for many. 


The Time—March, A. D. 30. 
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know that they who aré accounted to rule over the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. 43 But it is not so 
among you: but whosoever would become great. 
among you, shall be your minister; 44 and whoso- 
ever would be first among you, shall be servant of 
all. 45 For the Son of man also came not to be- 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many. 


The Place—Perea. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday,* May 6.3 Stes sees eee aaah eres > Jesus Faces the Cross........ PAS eS Sap erae y Mark 10 : 32-45. 
Tress Chayyj Id eave 7 icka cece pee caie erect ae canes io reek wont es Sight<for the Blind chases. ces bens aoe Mark 10 : 46-52. 
Wedneasday,-. May. 82. oes ioe an eed ee eee eee The Shepherd Smitten............+s-e+e-- Zech., ch. 13. 
Thursday, May Ow use sate oc tere er sere Christ’s Sufferings Foretold............-.-- Isa., ch. 53. 
WridaysoMay 210 eek oe riveree nate Pee one oe Suffering f£Onj U8. s we. Wisp wc sike ore n 210 tole ae as Heb. 2: 1-10. 
Saturdzy,: vay, LEAT Sete aa se ae et ween et Hambled:eand=Wxalted 0 Sais Sistas nos ee ate Phil. 2: 1-11. 
Simdayy Mays [26 cca eee Seek. oink eitetes Glorying in the Cross.......-+eeseeececnce: Gal. 6: 9-18. 


THE LAST STAGE OF THE JOURNEY 


The events of this lesson occurred just before 
Jesus left Perea to journey to Jerusalem. Perhaps 
it was as they descended the mountains of eastern 
Palestine into the level plain of the Jordan, near 
where John the Baptist at one time preached and 
baptized, and approached the ford of the river the 
crossing of which would bring them for the last 
time within the narrower confines of the Land of 
Promise, that Jesus spoke these sorrowful words to 
them. It is said that the disciples were amazed, 
and those that followed were afraid. Evidently 
this referred to the apparent intention of Jesus to 
cross into Judea and to take the road to Jerusalem. 
They knew how dangerous it was for him to ven- 
ture across the river. The rulers were ready to 
take him and to kill him, but Jesus knew that his 
hour had now come. 


ITS MEANING DISCLOSED 


So Jesus began to tell the disciples what they 
must expect. It was the third definite prediction of 
his sufferings and death at the hands of the Jewish 
authorities which he had made in the last few 
months. You will notice that it contains some of 
the saddest and most revolting details of the cruel 
treatment which he was to receive, and, like the 
other predictions which he made, it ends with a 
shining ray of hope. He would rise again after 
three days. 

So now the disciples knew, or at least they had 
been told, why Jesus was crossing the river into 
Judea again, why he was risking his life in the ter- 
ritory of the rulers. They had been told that what- 
ever was to happen to him now was already known 
to him. If they had understood this they would 
have seen that Jesus’ death, though from the human 
point of view an awful crime against an innocent 
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man, a shameful act of ingratitude, from God’s 
own point of view was the way he took to save the 
world. They should have been able to see that 
Jesus went willingly to his death, because he had 
chosen to die. Later, after his resurrection, they 
understood all this. He had told them often enough 
so that when the history had been enacted, they 
could understand its meaning. It was perhaps too 
much to expect that they would realize it before- 
hand. 


SELFISH AMBITION 


The memory of this scene must have been a morti- 
fication to these two fine men, James and John, as 
long as they lived. For they were fine men in 
spite of the unfavorable light in which they appear 
here. One of them, James, was the very first to die 
for Jesus. The other, John, lived long in the serv- 
ice of his Master, and suffered many things for his 
faithfulness. Most of us are ourselves too selfish 
to be sure that in the circumstances we would have 
acted differently. At the same time we must look 
the facts in the face. Here were these two favored 
disciples, who had received many evidences of Je- 
sus’ love and confidence, just after they had heard 
him declare that he was about to be put to death, 
asking for high places in his Kingdom for them- 
selves. To be sure they did not understand that 
his death would actually take place. They were 
trying to find some method of explaining his words 
away. Had he not told them that he was founding 
a Kingdom, and how could he found a Kingdom if 
he were dead? So they disregarded the part of his 
teaching which they did not like and could not un- 
derstand, and accepted that which seemed clear. It 
was clear that there was to be a Kingdom of 
heaven. A Kingdom must have a government, and 
a government must be officered by men. Who 
would so naturally be the officers in Jesus’ King- | 
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dom as the men who had given up all for him. That 
was the way they reasoned, no doubt, though of 
course they were all wrong in their understanding 
of the Kingdom of God. Later they knew that it 
was a spiritual Kingdom of which he was speaking, 
but at this time they were thinking of a govern- 
ment which should supercede the rule of Rome. 

We learn from Matthew’s Gospel, ch. 20 : 20, that 
it was the mother of these two men who made the 
request of Jesus. She came with her sons, so that 
it is likely that what she proposed the sons sec- 
onded. These two fine men so far forgot the sacri- 
ficial character of the service into which they had 
been invited, and which they had accepted, as to 
seek for preferment over their brethren who had 
made similar sacrifices. 

It is not always easy to draw the line between 
worthy and unworthy ambition. The person who 
has talents given him by God, ought to aspire to 
make the largest use of those talents. Jesus taught 
this repeatedly. Ambition is not only not wrong, 
but not to be ambitious is a sin. Neglect of op- 
portunity, failure to put one’s gifts to work for 
God is a sin. Nevertheless, when ambition is for 
selfish reasons, or for reasons of pride, when one 
desires to be set over others not for the good one 
ean do but for the pleasure of occupying exalted 
position, then that sort of ambition is sinful. True 
ambition and humility are not antagonistic. It was 
because Jesus detected the proud and selfish note in 
the ambition of these two disciples that he re- 
buked them and refused to grant their request. 


QUALIFICATIONS FOR HIGH POSITION 


We see Jesus’ kindness in not definitely and im- 
mediately refusing them. Jesus wished James and 
John to see that they were not fit in their present 
stage of development for such honors. So he be- 
gan to speak of the qualifications which those ought 
to possess who would be associated with Jesus in 
the rule of his Kingdom. He told them that it was 
their ignorance which prompted such a _ request. 
“Are ye able to drink the cup that I drink? or to 
be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with?” The “cup” here means as frequently in the 
Bible the lot which God has assigned to one. So 
when in the Twenty-third Psalm we read, “My cup 
runneth over,” it means that the psalmist’s lot was 


~a lot of abundance. Jesus meant to ask if they were 


able to share his lot. He had just told them what it 
was to be, though they had not understood him. The 
reference to the “baptism” is also to his sufferings. 
Baptism is a dedication. Christian baptism is a 
dedication to Christ. Jesus therefore means here, 
“Are ye able to yield yourselves in complete con- 
secration to the same purposes to which I am con- 


secrated?” He alluded, of course, to the purpose 
to give himself in death for the sins of the 
world. 


The two disciples of course were not able. They 
had not understood Jesus’ prophecy twice repeated 
of suffering and death at the hands of the authori- 
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ties. But that did not hinder them from claiming 
fitness for association with Jesus in his future. 
“We are able,” they replied confidently and super- 
ficially. Yet these were the men who only a few 
days later were to forsake Jesus and to seek to 
escape from the fate which awaited him, leaving 
him alone to suffer and to die. ; 

Jesus knew their weakness better than they did. 
So he sadly refused their request. “The cup that 
I drink ye shall drink.” There was suffering and 
pain before them. The ability to suffer for Jesus 
would come later though they were not yet ready 
for it. But, adds Jesus, “to sit on my right hand 
or on my left hand is not mine to give.” No doubt 
those who are to occupy the highest positions in 
the Kingdom of God have been determined in the 
wisdom of God’s eternal purpose, but we can be 
sure that the honors will be given to none who 
exhibit such selfishness and lack of regard for others 
as James and John here showed. The lesson is 
therefore this: Do not seek for high position, but 
seek an inward fitness to do God’s will whether in 
high or in low position. Not even Jesus could go 
contrary to the law of God that character deter- 
mines fitness for service in the Kingdom. 


THE MINISTRY OF THE MASTER MAN’S 
MODEL 


When the other apostles heard that James and 
John had made this ambitious attempt to secure the 
places of honor in the coming Kingdom they were 
quite naturally much offended. It seemed to them, 
as indeed it was, an underhand plot to gain a posi- 
tion higher than theirs. Of course the ten were 
wrong to be angry and jealous, but the occasion 
of their sin was the selfish scheme of the two broth- 
ers. What a situation this was to exist in the in- 
ner circle of Jesus’ followers! 

In kingdoms of this world so-called rulers “lord it 
over” their subjects. They assume high positions 
and rule with pride and arrogance over the people. 
They think that they are great because they have 
great position. But, said Jesus, such is not the 
method of the Kingdom of God. The greatest man 
is the most useful man. He whose ministry is the 
most devoted, whose service for others is the most 
unselfish, occupies the most honorable position. In 
these words Jesus made a great contribution to the 
science of government. As the Kingdom of God 
has advanced and its principles have been accepted 
among men, this rule has gradually come to be the 
practice of nations. Kings who rule arrogantly and 
despotically are gradually disappearing, and no man 
can hold a position of leadership among men who 
does not at least pretend to be a public servant. 
The kings of England have as their motto the 
words “I serve.” One of our great Presidents said, 
“A public office is a public trust.” These words of 
Jesus are a sure protection of the people from 
selfish oppression. They are the motto of democ- 
racy. 


Lesson XIX 


Then, having given to the Twelve the precept, 
Jesus furnished them with a classical example. If 
men at any time or in any place wish to know how 
to practice the rule, all that is necessary is to con- 
form their lives to the life of Jesus. These men 
had “followed” Jesus. They had taken his way 
of life for theirs. But he had come “not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister,” not to be served but 
to serve. Therefore that same rule must govern 
their actions. It was in accordance: with that prin- 
ciple that he had come to “give his life a ransom 
for many.” What he accomplished by his death on 
the cross was unique. No other could do it, and, 
once done, it need never be repeated, but the prin- 
ciple for which he gave himself in sacrifice for men 
is the principle of all Christian service. It is the 
true principle of all human effort. The way of the 
cross is the way to glory. ; 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


32. On the way. See Mark 8: 27; 9: 34; 10:17 
for this phrase. Here it means that they were 
actually on the road to Jerusalem. Jesus was going 
before them. They needed inspiration and encour- 
agement for they knew the danger. They were 
amazed. At his apparent foolhardiness in running 
into the presence of his enemies. Were afraid. 
These were the multitudes who followed him in 
these last days. He took again the twelve. That 
is, privately. 

33. We go up to Jerusalem. At last the previous 
predictions were about to be verified. Delivered 
unto the chief priests. A definite prophecy of the 
agents of his death. Condemn him. Referring to 
the action of the sanhedrin. Unto the Gentiles. 
Pilate was a Roman. 

34. Mock him, ... spit upon him, .. . scourge 
him, ... kill him. The whole shameful gamut of 
humiliation ending in death. After three days. 
The definite promise of the resurrection. 

35. James and John. Probably as the others of 
the Twelve left him. Matthew tells us that Salome, 
their mother, spoke also in their behalf. We would 
that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall 
ask of thee. Like children seeking a favorable an- 
swer before stating their request. 

37. In thy glory. Jesus had spoken to them of 
the glory of his Kingdom. They mistook his mean- 
ing, thinking he meant the glory of earthly rule. 

38. The cup ... the baptism. Paraphrase thus: 
Can you share my lot? Can you dedicate yourself 
as I have done? 

39. We are able. A boastful claim. Jesus said 
---ye shall drink. Eventually they would grow up 
to humility and consecration. 

40. Not mine to give. Indicating not an exter- 
nal but an internal inability. Not even Jesus could 
do wrong. For whom it hath been prepared. By 
the law of God in accordance to their own fitness. 

41. The ten heard it. Probably from the broth- 
ers themselves. 


42. They who are accounted to rule. Have the 
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title of rulers. Lord it over them. Are oppressive 
and tyrannical. 

43. Not so among you. That is among Christians 
there is no place for arrogance or tyranny. Who- 
soever would become great ... shall be your min- 
ister. Or servant. Service is the way to greatness. 

45. The Son of man. Jesus’ favorite title for 
himself. Came... to give his life a ransom. 
Jesus concludes his teaching about humility by link- 
ing it with the great truth of the atonement. Paul 
afterwards did the same. Phil. 2: 1-8. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Note how all the verses of this lesson illustrate 
the lesson title: “Jesus Faces the Cross.” 

2. If Jesus had chosen to stay in Perea he need 
not have been crucified at passover. What does 
this teach us as to his willingness or unwillingness 
to die for men? 

3. What he told the Twelve shows that he knew 
exactly what was to happen to him. Did this make 


-it harder or easier? 
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4. What mistake did James and John make about 
the kind of “glory” Jesus was to have? 

5. If they realized what sort his glory would be 
do you think they would have been so anxious to 
share it? 

6. Name all the arguments you can think of for 
and against selfishness. 

7. Who, next to Jesus, is the greatest historical 
example you can mention of the unselfish life? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 26. What is the great work of the Church on 
earth? 
A. The great work of the Church on earth is to 
bear witness to Jesus Christ and so to advance the 
kingdom of God. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. In what details is the prophecy of Jesus’ death 
in this lesson different from those in Mark 8: 31 
and 9: 31? 

2. What excuses can you offer for the behavior 
of James and John in this lesson? Are they ade- 
quate? 

3. In what ways did they show their unfitness 
for association with Jesus in his rule of his King- 
dom? 

4. Why was it not in Jesus’ power to grant their 
request ? 

5. Show how the rule of Jesus has become the 
rule of democratic government. 

6. Name the strongest argument you can think of 
against selfishness. 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 75. What is forbidden in the eighth command- 
ment? 
A. The eighth commandment forbiddeth whaiso- 
ever doth, or may, unjustly hinder our own, or our 
neighbor’s, wealth or outward estate. 
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JESUS EXERCISING KINGLY AUTHORITY 
The Golden Text—“All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”—Matt. 28: 18. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 11: 15-18, 27-33 


For entire lesson, see Mark, ch. 11. 


COMMON VERSION 


15 § And they come to Je-ru’sa-lem: and Je’sus 
went into the temple, and began to cast out them 
that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew 
the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of 
them that sold doves; 

16 And would not suffer that any man should 
carry any vessel through the temple. 

17 And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not 
written, My house shall be called of all nations the 
house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of 
thieves. 

18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and 
sought how they might destroy him: for they feared 
him, because all the people was astonished at his 


doctrine. 


¥ * * * * 


27 § And they come again to Je-ru’sa-lem: and 
as he was walking in the temple, there come to him 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders, 

28 And say unto him, By what authority doest 
thou these things? and who gave thee this author- 
ity to do these things? 

29 And Je’sus answered and said unto them, I 
will also ask of you one question, and answer me, and 
I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 

30 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or 
of men? answer me. 

31 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If 
we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then 
did ye not believe him? 

32 But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the 
people: for all men counted John, that he was a 
prophet indeed. 

33 And they answered and said unto Je’sus, We 
cannot tell. And Je’sus answering saith unto them, 
Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 


The Time—April 3, 4, A. D. 30. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


15 And they come to Jerusalem: and he entered 
into the temple, and began to cast out them that 
sold and them that bought in the temple, and over- 
threw the tables of the moneychangers, and the 
seats of them that sold the doves; 16 and he would 
not suffer that any man should carry a_ vessel 
through the temple. 17 And he taught, and said 
unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all the nations? but ye 
have made it a den of robbers. 18 And the chief 
priests and the scribes heard it, and sought how 
they might destroy him: for they feared him, for 
all the multitude was astonished at his teaching. 

* * * 


* * 


27 And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he 
was walking in the temple, there come to him the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders; 28 and 
they said unto him, By what authority doest thou 
these things? or who gave thee this authority to do 
these things? 29 And Jesus said unto them, I will 
ask of you one question, and answer me, and I will 
tell you by what authority I do these things. 30 
The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or from 
men? answer me. 31 And they reasoned with them- 
selves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will 
say, Why then did ye not believe him? 32 But 
should we say, From men—they feared the people: 
for all verily held John to be a prophet. 33 And 
they answered Jesus and say, We know not. And 
Jesus saith unto them, Neither tell I you by what 
authority I do these things. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE ITT REFERENCE 
RNC Voi Aya lak SoMa Te As a ple isie p< Biseeermmcale e * The-Triumphalsbntry..<... 2... Cer as Mark 11: 1-11. 
TIAN LAM BL Se oi aie e-c'yiem.e ols siiels ale ems ss Jesus Exercising Kingly Authority.......... Mark 11: 12-26. 
MOREY VIG VEL craies ove olsen aes eon as Opponers PUCHCEOr seas cat tae Cre pn ks dees Mark 11 : 27-33. 
TSN DLR Ol Ge Se 5 sou 2 oe encase © nie leusle els First Cleansing of the Temple.............. John?) 4-13-22. 
MERE Shel WL Seed ia a She Christ’s Kingliness ..2........escseeeeeeeas Ped celsb): 
PeLGUTLAY MILO VaTLG foe rite testes tase ee we Phe Comings ot toa is Wass as chee tense dete otter Zech. 9 : 9-17. 
CGE gel oo ES oie he: eRe oP a (Sodael Orn plese an atdect cease ctaernier a bicier Mens ind I Cor. 3°: 16-23: 


THE END OF THE JOURNEY 
The little company consisting of Jesus and his 
disciples, followed by the multitudes from Galilee 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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and Perea who were going up to Jerusalem to the 
passover feast, crossed the Jordan, and began the 
steep ascent to Jerusalem. 


Lesson XX 


Jericho was the first city to be passed, just at 
the edge of the plain. What an interesting spec- 
tacle and yet how ominous their entry must have 
been to the inhabitants of Jericho! Bethany, where 
Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, was about 
fifteen miles away. The news of that great miracle 
must have spread to Jericho. Then, too, the news 
that the sanhedrin, the high 
court of the Jews, had deter- 
mined to put him to death, must 
have reached Jericho. Yet Jesus 
entered the city fearlessly and 
passed through with his com- 
pany, evidently going on to Jeru- 
salem, the center of danger, the 
place where the hate and malice 
of the rulers would have freest 
play. 

Crowds of people gathered to 
watch the progress of the mighty 
Wonder-worker. Curiosity and 
sympathy and enmity, all these 
emotions were in the hearts of 
the onlookers that day. One 
man, a revenue collector named 
Zaccheeus, being short of stature, 
climbed a tree to be sure to see 
Jesus as he passed, and climbed 
down again to go with Jesus to 
his home, happier than he had 
ever been in his life before. 
Luke 19 : 1-10. 

Two blind men, one of them 
named Bartimieus, called out to 
Jesus as he passed, and for their 
faith, received once more the 
gift of sight. Perhaps others, 
also, as they saw him pass, called 
out in their need, and received 
the answer to their prayers in 
restored bodies, in new wisdom 
from his lips, in pardon for 
their sins. It was a great day 
for Jericho when Jesus of Naza- 
reth passed through on his last 
journey to Jerusalem. Do you 
suppose that any who saw him 
that day ever forgot him? 

That night, which was prob- 
ably Friday, the day before the 
Sabbath, Jesus and his disciples 
arrived in Bethany, where Mary 
and Martha and Lazarus lived 
and where he was always a wel- 
come Guest. Sabbath, our Satur- 
day, was passed in quiet. On Saturday evening, 
after the Sabbath was past, occurred the feast at 
which Mary anointed Jesus with the precious oint- 
ment. We shall study about this in a later lesson. 

Sunday morning, as all the Gospels tell us, Jesus 
entered Jerusalem in triumph, his disciples hailing 
him enthusiastically as king, and throwing palm 
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branches in his way. At last he reached Jerusalem 
and the end of his journey. He had come to die 
for the sins of men. The exaltation of this great 
purpose is seen in every incident of the days which 
followed. 
FEARLESS IN ACTION 

It was easy to see that Jesus came to Jerusalem 
not as a condemned criminal] but 
as One with authority. He did 
not enter quietly, but accom- 
panied by the shouts of his fol- 
lowers. He was evidently not 
bent upon escaping attention, 
but upon attracting attention. 
All his actions during these last 
sad days show him to have been 
the real Director of events. He 
was not caught in the opposing 
currents of popular opinion, an 
unwilling Victim of circum- 


stances. He guided all the his- 
tory. 
His first movement reveals 


this fearlessness in action, and 
betrays the Master of human 
lives. Three years before when 
he had first appeared in Jeru- 
salem and offered himself to the 
Jewish people as their Messiah, 
he had cleansed the Temple, 
casting out all who were using it 
unworthily for their own selfish 
ends. It was a significant action 
then, showing that he had the 
right as God’s Son to correct 
abuses in the worship of God. 
Now, again, after three years, 
his first act in the city was once 
more to go to the Temple and 
drive out the traffickers in ani- 
mals and doves for sacrifice, and 
overthrow the tables of the 
money changers. Think of it! 
This was the Man who was 
proscribed by the chief priests, 
upon whose death they had de- 
termined. He was a poor Man, 
with few influential friends, and 
he had incurred the _ bitter 
hatred of those in power. Yet 
without hesitation he went into 
the very focus of their influence, 
and defied them. The chief 
priests were responsible for the 
condition of the Temple. This 
act of Jesus reflected directly upon them. It was 
an act of fearless disregard of their power. 

When he had cleansed the Temple before it had 
been a solemn act of warning and an announcement 
of opportunity. “Make not my Father’s house a 
house of merchandise,” he had then said. But now 
it was an act of judgment. 


Lesson x 


FEARLESS IN WORD 


Every day Jesus taught in the Temple which he 
had cleansed, and every evening he went out to 
spend the night in Bethany. As they came into the 
city the day after his expulsion of the merchants 
and entered the Temple again to begin his daily les- 
son to the people, he was met by the chief priests 
and scribes and elders. They had evidently con- 
sulted together and had determined to get some 
damaging statement from him which they could use 
against him. So they asked him by what authority 
he had done these things, meaning no doubt the 
cleansing of the Temple, and his daily teaching. 

Jesus knew their thoughts and was not to be 
caught in their trap. He answered with a question, 
the answer of which would reveal the motive of 
their opposition to him. “The baptism of John, 
was it from heaven, or from men?” John the Bap- 
tist had hailed Jesus as the Messiah, and if the 
priests believed John to be a messenger from 
heaven, then they must accept his testimony to 
Jesus. But they dared not deny John’s divine mis- 
sion because the people universally regarded him as 
having been sent by God. The rulers did not wish 
to lose the confidence of the people. Caught there- 
fore by the dilemma, they refused to answer. Jesus 
therefore refused to claim an authority which they 
would not admit. If they had asked sincerely, we 
may be sure he would have answered them. 

This whole lesson is an exhibition of the fearless- 
ness of Jesus. No evil could daunt him, no threats 
could shake his purpose. Does it not give confi- 
dence to us, his followers? We need have no fear 
who follow such a Master. If we only do right, 
nothing can harm us. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


15. To Jerusalem. From Bethany where he had 
spent the night. To cast out. From the court of 
Gentiles where the booths of the dealers were. 

16. Would not suffer that any man should carry 
a vessel. Any implement or tool, a rule intended 
to prevent the people from using the Temple grounds 
as a thoroughfare. 

17. Is it not written. Isa. 56: 7. A den of rob- 
bers. Jer. 7:11. They not only desecrated God’s 
house, but they were dishonest in their transactions. 

18. How they might destroy him. Their purpose 
had already been formed; they now consulted how 
they might do it. 

27. Again to Jerusalem. Next day. Walking in 
the temple. His daily teaching. The chief priests, 
and the scribes. This has the appearance of a 
formal deputation. 

28. By what authority. Referring to his cleans- 
ing of the Temple and his teaching there. 

29. I will ask... one question. Their answer 
to Jesus’ question would decide their right to ques- 
tion him. 

30. The baptism of John. 

31. Reasoned. That is, discussed together. 


His whole ministry. 
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very fact that they Consulted about their answer 
shows their insincerity. 

32. They feared the people. It was necessary for 
them to carry the crowd with them in their treat- 
ment of Jesus. They were not religious leaders, but 
politicians. 

33. We know not. They lied rather than confess 
defeat. Neither tell I you. Jesus was always ready 
to answer a sincere question, but he hated insin- 
cerity. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Name some of the things that happened in 
Jericho on this last journey. 

2. What happened on Sunday morning of this last 
week? 

3. What do you think was the meaning of Jesus’ 
action in cleansing the Temple the second time? 

4. What was the motive of the chief priests in 
questioning Jesus’ authority? 

5. Why did not Jesus give them a direct answer? 

6. How does this lesson show the fearlessness of 
Jesus? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 27. What is meant by the kingdom of God? 
A. By the kingdom of God is meant the rule of 
God in the hearts of men, so that in love to him 
and to their fellow men, they live in righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


This whole lesson shows how fearless one may be 
in God’s world who is sure of God’s approval. It 
makes no difference how many or how strong are 
one’s enemies or how discouraging the circumstances. 

“Tf God is for us, who is against us?” 

1. Show how the public entry into Jericho and 
the march toward Jerusalem revealed Jesus’ fear- 
lessness. 

2. Describe the triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

3. Compare the account in John 2: 13-22 of the 
first cleansing of the Temple with this account, and 
explain the differences. 

4. In what sense could Jesus truthfully eall the 
Temple in his day a “den of robbers”? Of what 
had the priests robbed the people? 

5. Why would the attitude of the chief priests 
and rulers toward John the Baptist indicate their 
attitude toward Jesus? 

6. What impression do you get from the bearing 
of Jesus in the incidents of this lesson? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 76. Which is the ninth commandment? 

A. The ninth commandment is, Thou shalt not 
bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

Q. 77. What is required in the ninth command- 
ment? 

A. The ninth commandment requireth the main- 
taining and promoting of truth between man and 
man, and of our own and our neighbor’s good name, 
especially in witness-bearing. 


Lesson XXI 
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JESUS SILENCES HIS ADVERSARIES 


The Golden Text—‘“Render to Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 
—Mark 12: 17. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 12: 28-34, 41-44 


For entire lesson, see Mark, ch. 12. 


COMMON VERSION 


28 § And one of the scribes came, and having 
heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that 
he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the 
first commandment of all? 

29 And Je’sus answered him, The first of all the 
commandments is, Hear, O Is’ra-el; The Lord our 
God is one Lord: 

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the 
first commandment. 

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these. 

32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, 
thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and 
there is none other but he: 

33 And to love him with all the heart, and with 
all the understanding, and with all the soul, and 
with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as 
himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. 

34 And when Je’sus saw that he answered dis- 
creetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from 
the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst 
ask him any question. 


* * * * * 


41 § And Je’sus sat over against the treasury, 
and beheld how the people cast money into the 
treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. 

' 42 And there came a certain poor widow, and 
she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 

43 And he called unto him his disciples, and 
saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this 
poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which 
have cast into the treasury: 

44 For all they did cast in of their abundance; 
but she of her want did cast in all that she had, 
even all her living. ' 


The Time—Tuesday, April 4, A. D. 30. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 

28 And one of the scribes came, and heard them 
questioning together, and knowing that he had an- 
swered them well, asked him, What commandment 
is the first of all? 29 Jesus answered, The first 
is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one: 30 and thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy strength. 31 The 
second is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self. There is none other commandment greater 
than these. 32 And the scribe said unto him, Of a 
truth, Teacher, thou hast well said that he is one; 
and there is none other but he: 33 and to love 
him with al! the heart, and with all the under- 
standing, and with all the strength, and to love his 
neighbor as himself, is much more than all whole 
34 And when Jesus 
saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, 
Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And 


no man after that durst ask him any question. 
* * * * * 


burnt-offerings and sacrifices. 


41 And he sat down over against the treasury, 
and beheld how the multitude cast money into the 
treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. 
42 And there came a poor widow, and she cast in 
two mites, which make a farthing. 43 And he called 
unto him his disciples, and said unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, This poor widow cast in more than 
all they that are casting into the treasury: 44 for 
they all did cast in of their superfluity; but she of 
her want did cast in all that she had, even all her 
living. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday; May 20.207 foc ne een ames The Rejected ‘Son ...0. :ok ventana ae Mark 12: 1-12. 
Tuesdays May 20 fe eos oe ee tos Jesus Silences His Adversaries...... Mees Mark 12: 13-17, 28-34. 
Wednemiay, “May 292274" 9 a teers Sincerity and Liberality................. Mark 12: 35-44. 
Thuraddy, May? 23. 5 hee eae ee The King and His Enemies.............. Psalm 2. 
Friday, (May'/24.23..05. 007-4 | eee ee Loverto' Gods. Soe Se. eee Pa 16 sce. 
Saturdayy (May (25; 777.62) ea ees Respect: for*Authority 438... <2 en ee ee I Peter 2 : 13-25. 
Sunday ji May. 26.22 ..c2c 5 Meee ee ae Christian ‘Giving ssc5s uw sete eee II Cor. 8 : 9-15. 


Lesson XXI Jesus Silences 


THE DAY OF CONTROVERSY 

Tuesday, the third day of the Passion Week was 
a day of controversy. The chief priests and scribes, 
the Pharisees and Sadducees, all seized the oppor- 
tunity to question Jesus concerning various sub- 
jects. They did not ask for information, but in 
order to find some way of catching him that they 
might arouse the people against him. 

But the replies of Jesus left these insincere ques- 
tioners entirely without any pretext for their op- 
position. There was a note of authority in his 
answers of which even these wicked men were con- 
scious. There was nothing sensational in his an- 
swers. He did not evade their questions by clever 
turns or twists of rhetoric. He met their attacks 
squarely and seriously, giving them wise and con- 


-vinecing answers which are uni- 


versal in their bearing. Some of 
the most illuminative teachings of 
Jesus were uttered in answer to 
his malicious inquisitors. . 

Open your Bible and turn to 
the Gospel of Mark. In ch. 11: 
27 to 13: 37 we have the account 
of this day of controversy, and 
the other three Gospels contain 
much material omitted by Mark: 
It was a long and weary day for 
the Master, but through all its try- 
ing scenes he was never for one 
moment near defeat. He was sad, 
but not discouraged. He was se- 
vere, but he never lost his temper. 
Can you not believe that he had 
constantly the support and com- 
fort of his Father in heaven? 


THE LAWYER’S QUESTION 


The Pharisees had listened to 
the failure of the Sadducees to en- 
trap Jesus no doubt with joy, for 
the two parties were open enemies. 
Mark 12: 18-27. But nevertheless 
they hated Jesus more than they 
hated their rivals, and so they de- 
termined to make another attempt 
to outwit him. To do this they chose a lawyer, or 
scribe, a man of keen mind and dispassionate judg- 
ment. We need not suppose that the motive of the 
scribe was wholly bad, even though he was the 
spokesman of a corrupt company. He was certainly 
fair enough both to confess his admiration of the 
wisdom with which Jesus answered the Sadducees, 
and to make public and favorable comment upon 
Jesus’ answer to his own question. 

The question was this: “What commandment is 
the first of all?” He meant to ask which of the 
Ten Commandments is most important. The Jews 
were continually devising problems of duty. They 
manufactured difficult situations and then tried to 
find the best way out. 

But Jesus once more showed his superiority to 


His Adversaries 


Used by permission 


May 26, 1918 


the wisest of human teachers. He not only was not 
surprised into making any damaging statements, but 
he answered in such a way as to criticize the 
Pharisees’ attitude toward the Law. He showed 
them that it is not possible for two of God’s laws 
to be in conflict, and that none is more important 
than another. He condemned their view of God’s 
laws as a disjointed and unrelated series of ordi- 
nances, and showed that serving God was giving 
to him one’s life in loving obedience. Jesus’ way 
of looking at the Commandments was entirely dif- 
ferent from theirs. They thought of them as cer- 
tain definite things that they must not do. Jesus 
taught that we have not kept God’s law until we 
have yielded ourselves heart, soul, mind, and 


strength to him. Still further he taught that our 
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duty to our neighbor is not done when we have not 
definitely injured him. It is not enough to refrain 
from stealing that which is our neighbor’s. Jesus’ 
law makes it necessary to do all we can to insure 
that our neighbor receives and keeps all that is 
rightfully his. So also the commandment, “Thou 
shalt not kill,’ must be interpreted, according to 
Jesus, as requiring every loving effort on our part 
to save our brother’s life. 

The scribe saw the deep-lying truth of Jesus’ 
point of view. He realized, perhaps for the first 
time in his life, just what is the true relation of 
a man to the Commandments of God, and he an- 
swered, “Of a truth, Teacher, thou hast well said.” 
He appreciated the keen reasoning which under- 
lay the reply of Jesus, “The Lord is one.” The same 
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God who said, “Thou shalt not steal,” said also, 
“Thou shalt not kill,’ so that his Commandments 
can never be in conflict. To love him therefore as 
Jesus conceived of loving him with the whole being 
‘is better than all the sacrifices one can offer. To 
‘offer a sacrifice means to give God a sign that we 
belong to him. But if the sign means nothing, if 
while we sacrifice, our hearts are not offered in lov- 
ing obedience, the sacrifice is valueless. When, for 
instance, you go to church, and bow your head in 
prayer, unless your heart prays to him the bowed 
head tells a falsehood. When you place your of- 
fering on the plate it is a sign that all you have 
belongs to him, but if your offering does not mean 
just that, if you are still selfish, your offering will 
do little good. All our acts of worship and sacri- 
fice are, signs of our loving obedience. If we have 
only the signs and not the obedience, the signs are 
valueless. That was what the scribe understood, 
and he was man enough to confess it. It came like 
a great light into his life and he immediately con- 
fessed the truth of what Jesus had said. Jesus 
loved such sincerity. He was drawn to the high- 
minded lawyer and said to him, “Thou art not far 
from the kingdom of God.” Why was he not in the 
Kingdom? Because as yet he had only seen the 
truth with his mind. He had not acted upon it. 
If at that moment he had accepted Jesus as his 
‘Master and begun to act upon what he knew was 
the truth, he would have been in, rather than just 
outside the door of, the Kingdom. Perhaps he did 
come in. Perhaps he was one of those who began 
to come just after the resurrection. Maybe he was 
one of the five hundred brethren who saw Jesus 
after his resurrection. But so far he was not 
ready for discipleship. He only saw, he had not 
begun to do. 


THE POOR WIDOW 


From where Jesus was sitting teaching he could 
see the money boxes which were placed in the 
colonnades which surrounded “the court of the 
women.” And while he rested, perhaps after the con- 
troversies in which he had been involved, he saw 
a sight which filled him with joy. Indeed, in the 
record which has come down to us, it is almost 
the only light amid the shadows of that Tuesday 
in Passion Week. 

The Jews were given opportunity to contribute 
of their means to various objects. They could give 
as they liked to any of the objects according to 
their interest. Some gave to special sacrifices, some 
to make up for past neglect, some to buy incense, 
some to buy wood. Many were casting in their gifts 
that day. Remember it was a feast time when 
many people were in Jerusalem, some for the first 
time in many months. They would have brought 
valuable gifts to offer. So Jesus watched the peo- 
ple as they gave. He always knows what his peo- 
ple give, and knows the motives with which they 
give. 

This day he saw rich men casting jp large 
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amounts, but the sight did not impress him so much 
as the sight of a poor widow—it was easy to see 
that she was a person of no means—casting in “two 
mites, which make a farthing.” Her whole offering | 
was about the value of a quarter of a cent. He 
called to him his disciples and said to them that 
the poor widow had contributed more than all the 
others. They had simply given a part of their 
abundant means, but she had given all she had. She 
would have no more until she had earned it. 

Think why it was that Jesus commended this 
poor widow. Does he ask any of us to give him ~ 
literally all we have? Was it not because she had 
the real spirit of giving while the others had not? 
If any of the others had given in the same spirit, 
whether he had given all he had or not, he would 
have been equally worthy of praise. Jesus wants 
all his disciples to realize that they and all they 
have are his, to be devoted to his service. When 
he meets that spirit he is glad. Jesus wants men — 
to-day not so much to give away all they have. 
That might easily be a cowardly dodging of re- 
sponsibility. He wants us to use what we have, be 
it little or much, for him and for his Kingdom. The 
man, or the woman, or the child, who does this de- 


: 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


28. One of the scribes. Matthew says, ch. 22 : 35, 
that he asked the question to tempt, or to try, him. 
But he had already observed the wisdom of Jesus’ 
previous answers. What commandment is the first 
of all? Most important of all. 

29. Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one. The Greek version of the Old Testament so 
translates Deut. 6: 4. 

30. Heart, ... soul, ... mind, ... strength. 
These different words together mean the whole per- 
sonality. Jesus says that our first duty is “unquali- 
fied surrender of our whole being to God.” . 

31. Thy neighbor. As the first commandment 
sums up the first four commands of the Law, so the 
second sums up the last six, or the second table of 
the Law. This is the “second.” It proceeds from 
the “first.” The two can never be contradictory, 
and we can never substitute the second for the first. 

32. Of a truth, Teacher. The scribe was much: 
impressed by the wisdom of the answer. That he is. 
one. He saw that the fact that one God gave all 
the Commandments, makes them all equally bind- 
ing, and never contradictory. 

33. Is much more than. That is, more accept- 
able to God. All whole burnt-offerings. That is, 
beasts offered whole. The Pharisees were accus- 
tomed to calculate the amount of favor they woul 
receive from certain offerings. This scribe- had 
gained a great illumination. 

34. Discreetly. Understandingly. Not far from 
the kingdom. Outside still, however, because not} 
yet practicing what his reason told him was the} 
truth. 

41. The treasury. ‘There were thirteen brass} 
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chests called “trumpets” by the Jews, for the re- 
ception of the charities of the worshipers. 

42. Two mites. A mite was a copper coin, the 
smallest in circulation. Both together. were equal to 
about one fourth of a cent. She had two, and she 
gave both. 

44, Even all her living. 
to live on. : 


That is, all she then had 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Give as many of the happenings of Tuesday of 
Passion Week as you can remember. 

2. What is your opinion of the character of this 
scribe who questioned Jesus? 

3. Suppose some one should ask you which of the 
Ten Commandments is the most important, what 
would you answer? 

4. How may it change their meaning to interpret 
them by “Thou shalt love,” rather than by “Thou 
shalt not’? 

5. Show how the “second” commandment as given 
by Jesus really includes the last six of the Ten 
Commandments. 

6. Show how the poor widow was really more 
charitable than all the others who gave that day. 

7. Why is it not best for all to give away all they 
have? 

The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 28. What is our sure hope concerning the king- 
dom of God? . 
A. Our sure hope concerning the kingdom of God 
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is that it will increase until it is fully come in all 
the earth. 

Q. 29. What is our Lord’s last command concern- 
ing the kingdom of God? 

A. Our Lord’s last command concerning the king- 
dom of God is: “Go ye therefore, and make dis- 
ciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.”—Matt. 
28 : 19, 20. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Give the reasons for calling the day on which 
the incidents of our lesson occurred “the day of 
controversy.” 

2. Explain the discreet scribe’s question. Show 
that the very raising of such a question reveals a 
wrong notion of keeping the Law. 

3. Show how Jesus’ use of the quotation “The 
Lord is one” really answered the scribe’s question. 

4. What is the best thing to do with wealth—use 
it for self, give it all away, or administer it for 
Christ’s Kingdom? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 78. What is forbidden in the ninth command- 
ment? 
A. The ninth commandment forbiddeth whatso- 
ever is prejudicial to truth, or injurious to our 
own or our neighbor’s good name. 


Lesson XXH—JESUS WARNS AND COMFORTS HIS FRIENDS 


The Golden Text—‘He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”—-Mark 13 : 13. 
TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 14: 1-9 


For entire lesson, see Mark 13:1 to 14:9, 


COMMON VERSION 


1 After two days was the feast of the passover, 
and of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and 
the scribes sought how they might take him by 
craft, and put him to death. 

2 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there 
be an uproar of the people. 


3 § And being in Beth’a-ny in the house of Si’mon 
the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman 
having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard 
very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it 
on his head. 


4. And there were some that had indignation 


_ within themselves, and said, Why was this waste of 


the ointment made? 


5 For it might have been sold for more than 
three hundred pence, and have been given to the 
poor. And they murmured against her. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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1 Now after two days was the feast of the pass- 
over and the unleavened bread: and the chief 
priests and the scribes sought how they might take 
him with subtlety, and kill him: 2 for they said, 
Not during the feast, lest haply there shall be a 
tumult of the people. 

3 And while he was in Bethany in the house of 
Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a 
woman having an alabaster cruse of ointment of 
pure nard very costly; and she brake the cruse, and 
poured it over his head. 4 But there were some 
that had indignation among themselves, saying, To 
what purpose hath this waste of the ointment been 
made? 5 For this ointment might have been sold 


for above three hundred shillings, and given to the 


poor. And they murmured against her. 6 But Je- 
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6 And Je’sus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye sus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she 
her? she hath wrought a good work on me. hath wrought a good work on me. 7 For ye have 
7 For ye have the poor with you always, and the poor always with you, and whensoever ye will 
whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but ye can do them good: but me ye have not always. 
me ye haye not always. ‘ 8 She hath done what she could; she hath anointed 
8 She hath done what she could: she is come iy body beforehand for the burying. 9 And eats 
aforehand to anoint my body to the burying. 
: : I say unto you, Wheresoever the gospel shall be 
9 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel s vedichadathroushonpatheamiale worldscthateetes 


shall be preached throughout the whole world, this é : 
also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a which this woman hath done shall be spoken of for 


memorial of her. a memorial of her. 
The Time—Saturday, April 1, and Tuesday, April The Places—Bethany and Jerusalem. 
442A: D. 30, 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE . TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, Maye 27 tcc wes 0s lee wa okie oem ernie The Temple to Be Destroyed..........-..+- Mark 13: 1-9. 
Thésday,’ May. c28s toc sical wentnte testy ness alae ens Jesus Approves the Honor Paid to Him..... Mark 14: 1-9. 
Wedhésday: May 20 ei fone fee er oie Wn ee eee Watchfulness Enjoined .........-..2-.--+-- Mark 13: 31-37. 
Thursday; "May 2c002 5 by pie pene wins Watchman to isracl os ct eae nis ects oe Hzek coo cele 
Priday May, Ol.lice. Pees sales coe ceteire wets Conspiring Against Jesus..........-2+-eeee- John 11 : 47-57. 
Saturday, 0 une sl) iissk o. wiry aignie a's enters satin to os Receiving: Sinnerss)). v2.0 spa sc ces e sees es Matt. 9: 9-13. 
Sunday ;sd WN 2. pss edoi en rele eta = tens vere  Lovetor: CHriste oti eos ee seen «ate sae John 14: 21-28. 

THE END OF A GREAT DAY OF to use every underhand means to accomplish, if pos- 

CONTROVERSY sible, his capture. 


' This was the situation at the close of the long 


The events of the last lesson took place, as we 
day of controversy. 


have seen, on Tuesday of Passion Week. 

It was Jesus’ last day of public teaching and 
there were many things he desired to say to the THE FEAST AT BETHANY 
people and to his disciples. Soon after he had Mark, who ordinarily relates events in their 
commended the poor widow for her generosity, he chronological order, has evidently departed from 
went out with his disciples from the Temple and that practice in giving the account of the feast at 
sat with them on the slope of the Mount of Olives Bethany. John definitely tells us that Jesus ar- 
overlooking the city. As they went forth from the rived in Bethany six days before the passover, that 
Temple Jesus predicted its destruction and, when is, on Friday. He then goes on to speak of the 
they had come to the Mount of Olives and were feast which was given in Jesus’ honor. It seems 
resting from the anxious trials of the day, his dis- _ likely that the feast was given soon after his ar- 
ciples took occasion to question him as to the time rival in Bethany. The Sabbath began on Friday 
of the destruction of which he had spoken. Then evening so that Saturday evening was the first op- 
followed Mark, ch. 13, his great prophecy about the portunity, the Sabbath being over at sunset. 
last things, including the destruction of Jerusalem ‘There seems to be no good reason for doubting 
and the end of the world. the accuracy of John’s account. Mark and Matthew 

Mark now tells us, ch. 14:1, 2, the situation at on the other hand do not tell us definitely just when 
the close of this great day. His answers to the the feast occurred. They simply say that it took 
various questions which had been asked and his place “while he [Jesus] was in Bethany.” Why 
teaching in parables had not improved the situa- then should these writers displace the story of 
tion but rather sharpened it. The chief priests the feast? They were evidently led to include the 
and scribes had definitely determined to take him story of the feast at Bethany to give additional 
and put him to death. Two days only remained be- motive for the treachery of Judas. They both knew, 
fore the feast day. People were gathering in great as John tells us, that it was Judas who objected to 
numbers for the celebration. Many Galileans were the action of Mary and he whom Jesus rebuked for 
among the number and the Galilezans were noted his insincere criticism. So they included this story, 
for their fearless and turbulent character. At this placing it between the statement of the desire of 
gathering of the rulers, therefore, the question was the rulers to find some crafty way of taking Jesus 
debated as to when they should act against Jesus. and the statement that the way was found when 
Some thought it inadvisable to take Jesus during Judas came forward offering to betray Jesus to 
the feast because of the presence of so many people them. Evidently Jesus’ rebuke of Judas at Beth- 
who believed in Jesus and who would raise an up- any was the occasion of his willingness to commit 
roar if evil should befall him. So they determined the great crime. 
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It is John who also tells us that this anointing 
at Bethany took place at a feast which had been 
given to Jesus. It was evidently a tribute of grati- 
tude to Jesus by the friends and neighbors of Laz- 
arus whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Others 
who had been helped by Jesus may also have been 
there. Simon the leper at whose house the enter- 
tainment was given may have been one of these. 


If he had been still a leper he would not have been 


being supplied. 
the costliest present she could buy, regardless of 
its usefulness or practical utility. 
| flowers to those whom we wish to honor or com- 


permitted to associate with those who were whole. 
Perhaps he had been cured of his disease by Jesus. 

The act of love which made this feast notable 
was performed by Mary, the sister of Lazarus, 
though Mark does not mention her name. This is 
another indication that he is telling the story not 
for itself but to complete the story of Judas’ treach- 
ery. 

It is said that the woman brought an alabaster 


-eruse of ointment of pure nard which, having 


broken, or opened, she poured upon Jesus’ head. 
Alabaster was a fine stone somewhat like marble, 
only softer, and so more easily fashioned into ves- 
sels to contain precious materials. Pure nard oint- 
ment was made from a rare plant. It was a very 
costly perfume, therefore, with which Mary anointed 
Jesus. 

Why did she do it? To answer this we must 
try to reconstruct the situation as it existed in her 
mind. She was profoundly grateful to Jesus for 


what he had done for her in restoring her dear 


brother. She wished to show this gratitude. There 
was nothing of a more practical character that she 
could do. The immediate wants of the Master were 
So she determined to give him 


We give costly 


pliment. A king pins a decoration upon some brave 
officer. A British soldier values the Victoria Cross 
more than he would value any useful gift. It was an 
act of gratitude and affection, all the more valuable 
because it was made without thought of its cost. 
Let us not forget that this was a mark of apprecia- 
tion of the priceless service Jesus had rendered to 
Mary’s.family. It was a sign that the most she could 
do for him was little in comparison with what he 
had done for her. Note now the protest. Our 
writer does not tell us so but it was Judas who 
started the criticism with which this delightful trib- 
ute was greeted. One hesitates to believe that 
others besides Judas took part in the ill-natured 
comment, but Judas was apparently an influential 
person among the Twelve; they had not yet dis- 
covered his dishonesty and his capacity for treach- 
ery. 

The worst thing about this criticism was that 
the statement of fact was true. The ointment might 
have been sold and given to the poor. It was worth 
a great sum, about fifty dollars in our money, 
and much more than that sum when we consider 
standards of value then. Of course the mo- 
tive of Judas is clear to us now. He would have 
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liked to have the money himself. He was a thief, 
and had the money been placed in the treasury of 
the company for the benefit of the poor, he, not 
they, would have benefited. But the others ob- 
jected sincerely on grounds of wastefulness. Were 
they right or wrong? Jesus certainly never coun- 
tenanced waste. “Gather up the broken pieces .. . 
that nothing be lost,” was his command after the 
five thousand had been fed. 

Yet Jesus’ answer was full of wisdom and it com- 
pletely vindicated Mary. Heassumed that they would 
care for the poor. Christianity has always done 
this. But Jesus assumed also that a great love 
and a profound gratitude will find, must find, ways 
of expressing themselves. He showed that this 
was an exceptional occasion, and that therefore an 
exceptional act was justified. Further, Jesus sug- 
gested that Mary’s act was an unconscious proph- 
ecy of his death and burial. He was referring to 
the fact that it was the Jewish custom to use 
precious ointments and spices for embalming pur- 
poses. 

So grateful was this delicate attention to Jesus 
that he predicted that wherever the gospel should be 
preached Mary’s act would be spoken of by men. 
How wonderfully has this been fulfilled! 

One likes to reflect that in the persecution and 
criticism and suspicion of these last days the Mas- 
ter had the memory of this one act of unselfish and 
uncaleulating service. No scoffs of soldiers, no 
taunts of Jewish rulers, no treachery of Judas or 
denial of Peter, could wipe out the memory of this 
precious scene. 

This act of Mary’s was of the same sort as Jesus’ 
service to men. It was not compulsory; it was 
unmindful of cost; it did not consider sacrifice. 
Think of the “waste” of the sacrifice of his precious 
life! Yet it was worth while, and all such loving 
service which does not calculate costs is worth while. 
Nothing is too much for love to give. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


1. After two days. Tuesday evening, at the close 
of the long day of controversy. Feast of the pass- 
over and the unleavened bread. The passover was 
the beginning of the feast of unleavened bread which 
continued for seven days. With subtlety. Or de- 
ceit, due to the favor of the people. 

2. Not during the feast. This precaution was de- 
feated by the purpose of God. 

3. While he was in Bethany. This episode is in- 
troduced to explain how they were able to take him, 
namely, through the betrayal of Judas. It took 
place three days previously. Simon the leper. That 
is, a former leper. Otherwise he would have been 
isolated. A woman. It was Mary, sister of Laz- 
arus. Compare John 12:3. Alabaster cruse. Ala- 
baster was a costly ornamental stone, softer than 
marble, and so adapted for jars or cruses for per- 
fume and spices. Pure nard. The word translated 
“pure” is uncertain; it may refer to the place from 
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which the ointment came. Over his head. John The Intermediate Catechism 

indicates that she anointed his feet, also. Q. 30. What are the special hindrances to our 
4, Indignation. Judas was the originator of this (Christian life? . 

criticism. A. The special hindrances to our Christian life © 


5. Three hundred shillings. Or denarii. The are temptations to sin which beset us from within 
denarius was a Roman coin of silver, worth about and from without and against which we should al- 


seventeen cents. ; ways watch and pray. 
6. Why trouble ye her? The objectors were ev1- 
dently trying to make the woman unhappy. FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


S. Hath anointed my body beforehand. DHE nae 1. Just what was the problem of the chief priests 
unconsciously be hea the memorial rites whic Ned Sth Betty ae hGG hb aleneiGn rw 1atteeena 
ah J ee Pee he ca eat eahalia hoNorenelied 2. Why do Be think ee tag the story of the 
: * anointing in Bethany just here? 
Jesus knew beforehand how the knowledge about 3. Compare Mark’s account of the anointing with 


himself would spread. that in John 12: 1-8, noting the chief differences. 
4. Why do you think the feast was given? 

“FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 5. Justify the apparent “waste” of Mary’s act, 

1. Why did not the rulers wish to put Jesus to and show how acts of love are really uncalculating. 


death during the feast? 6. Is Jesus’ appreciation of Mary’s gift any indi- 
2. How was this desire overruled by God’s pur- cation of his attitude toward our deeds of unselfish 
service for him? 


ose? 
3. Who was the “woman” who anointed Jesus at ; 
Bethany, and why did she do it? The Shorter Catechism 
4. Which of the disciples originated the criti- Q. 79. Which is the tenth commandment? 
cism of her unselfish act, and what was his real A. The tenth commandment is, Thou shalt not — 
motive? covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy 
5. How could anyone, in our day, perform an act neighbor’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid- 
of service for Jesus, like Mary’s? servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that ~ 
6. How was the promise of v. 9 fulfilled? is thy neighbor’s. 
Lesson XXIIL—JESUS FACES BETRAYAL AND DENIAL 
The Golden Text—“Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.”—Mark 14: 38. 
TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 14: 17-26 
For entire lesson, see Mark 14: 10-72. 
COMMON VERSION AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE* 
17 And in the evening he cometh with the twelve. 17 And when it was evening he cometh with the 


18 And as they sat and did eat, Je’sus said, twelve. 18 And as they sat and were eating, Jesus 


Verily I say unto you, One of you which eateth with ‘said, Verily I say unto you, One of you shall betray 


me shall betray me. ‘ 
, even he that eateth with , kD SEE b 
19 And they began to be sorrowful, and to say ereenag aoc aged tel a tied a ag ke oe 


unto him one by one, Js it I? and another said, Is to be sorrowful, and to say unto him one by one, Is 
Wl? it I? 20 And he said unto them, Jt is one of the. 
20 And he answered and said unto them, Jt is twelve, he that dippeth with me in the dish. . 21 For 
one of the twelve, that dippeth with me in the dish. the Son of man goeth, even as it is written of him: ~ 
21 The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written but woe unto that man through whom the Son of 


of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that man aT he 
man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he  j44 not been born 


had ver been born. : 
fe Bk ST Vy ne 22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and © 


92 9 And as they did eat, Je’sus took bread, and ‘ 
eter | and brake it, and gave to them, and said, when he had blessed, he brake it, and gave to them, — 


Take, eat: this is my body. and said, Take ye: this is my body. 23 And he took ' 
23 And he took the cup, and when he had given @ CUP, and when he had given thanks, he gave to 
thanks, he gave it to them: and they all drank of it. them: and they all drank of it. 24 And he said 


“4 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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24 And he said unto them, This is my blood of 
ithe new testament, which is shed for many. 


25 Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of 
the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it 
new in the kingdom of God. 


| 26 § And when they had sung an hymn, they went 
out into the mount of Ol’ives. 


The Time—Thursday, April 6, A. D. 30. 


DATE 
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unto them, This is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many. 25 Verily I say unto you, 
I shall no more drink of the fruit of the vine, until 
that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 
God. 

26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went 
out unto the mount of Olives. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 
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BETWEEN THE LESSONS 
| The rebuke given by Jesus to the disciples, par- 
ticularly to Judas, on the occasion of the feast at 
the house of Simon the leper seems to have been the 
determining cause of the betrayal of Jesus. When 
Jesus had rebuked his disingenuous criticism of 
Mary’s generous act of gratitude, Judas’ dissatis- 
faction turned to hatred. He had no doubt been 
conscious for some time that he was the only un- 
/ sympathetic member of the company, and as he saw 
the others growing in spiritual power and realized 
his own poverty of spirit his re- 
-sentment had been growing. He 
was just in the condition of mind 
to be sensitive to rebuke. Still 
further, he had seen Jesus spurn 
opportunity after opportunity to 
seize a temporal advantage, and 
with his politician’s spurious wis- 
dom he despised Jesus’ other- 
worldliness. He was therefore ripe 
for some critical move when the 
omniscience of the Master thrust 
the sword into his evil conscience. 
The rulers were seeking to take 
Jesus “with subtlety.” So Judas ~ 
during the days that followed the 
feast in Bethany sought out the 
chief priests and agreed to betray 
Jesus to them. All during those 
fateful days that followed he was 
laying his plans and seeking the 
“most convenient method of action. 
It was the law that the passover meal should 
be celebrated on Thursday night of passover week. 
Jesus and his disciples, having come to the feast, 
must make some provision for the occasion. A place 
must be secured, and all the materials for the cere- 
monies must be arranged for. The disciples, being 
anxious lest Jesus had omitted to make prepara- 


tions for the feast, asked him where they should 
make ready for the passover supper. He sent Peter 
and John to meet a man bearing a pitcher of water, 
who should show them a room prepared for them. 
Probably Jesus had already arranged with this man, 
who may have been a secret disciple, to receive his 
company. This, though perhaps likely enough, is 
not sure. Peter and John, finding all as Jesus had 
said, made ready for the feast. Perhaps this in- 


cluded the roasting of the paschal lamb, providing 
the unleavened bread for the feast, the bitter herbs 


Ludwig.Otto 
THE LAST SUPPER 


and the wine, the preparation of the lamps and all 
the ritual ceremonies to be observed. It was a 
most solemn feast and the disciples would of course 
make ready for it with all care, scrupulously per- 
forming all the customary rites. Read Ex., ch. 
12, in which the laws for the observance of the 
feast are laid down. 
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THE TRAITOR AT THE FEAST 


When the time of the celebration of the feast 
arrived Jesus came with his disciples to the room 
which had been made ready for them. 

The opening of the Supper was marred by an un- 
happy incident related only by John. Perhaps the 
selection of Peter and John for this loving service 
was the occasion of it. They may have been too 
conscious of the honor, or the others may have been 
jealous that just they should have been selected. At 
any rate there was a renewal of that discussion 
which Jesus had already rebuked, as to which of 
them was the greatest or most important. It may 
have arisen in this way: At a feast it was custom- 
ary for, the host’s servants to wash the dusty feet 
of the guests before they reclined at the table. 

In the little company of the apostles there were 
no servants of course, since they were poor. It 
would therefore fall to the lot of one of them to 
perform this menial office. The question would 
naturally arise, “Who shall do it?” We may sup- 
pose that the apostles were debating among them- 
selves as to who should lay aside his dignity and 
take the place of a servant, when Jesus, rebuking 
their pride, laid aside his outer garments and, taking 
water and a towel, washed the feet of his own dis- 
ciples. He, the Master of them all, and their Lord 
and Saviour did what none of them would do. It was 
a loving service, but it was also a searching rebuke. 

All the evangelists relate that while they sat at 
Supper, Jesus made the surprising announcement 
that he was to be betrayed by one of them. They 
had been conscious of wrongdoing in their jealous 
thoughts of one another at the beginning of the 
Supper, but conscious treachery toward Jesus was 
for eleven of them an impossible thought. Yet 
there was no mistaking his meaning. One of them 
should betray him. Sorrow filled their hearts. 
They began to look at one another wondering which 
of them was so base. Judas seems not to have been 
suspected by them. He was an important member 
of the company, and had influence among them. 

Then they began to search their own hearts for 
possible treachery. Was it possible that any of 
them could do s6 dastardly an act? No man knows 
the possible evil of his own heart, and the disciples 
at that moment began to realize that the human 
heart is capable of any sin. “Is it I?” they asked 
one by one. We need not be surprised that they 
should ask such a question although they knew that 
as yet they were innocent of any such crime. It is 
only God’s gracious keeping power which restrains 
us from sin, and if we resist and flout that grace of 
God there is no sin into which we may not fall. 

But Jesus answered plainly so that none might 
now be ignorant of his meaning. “It is one of the 
twelve, he that dippeth with me in the dish,” Jesus 
said. John’s account indicates that the announce- 
ment was at first made to John himself, ch. 13 : 26, 
but it was evidently given to reassure the Eleven, 
as well as to show Judas that his plans were known. 
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Jesus added to his announcement of Judas’ treach- 
ery an expression of his own sorrow and pity for 
the traitor. He was the one to be pitied more than 
the innocent Victim of his crime. Jesus was going 
to his death according to the purpose of God, but 
Judas was responsible to God for his sin. God’s 
purpose in sending his Son to die did not affect 
Judas’ freedom to choose the good or the evil. He 
chose the evil deliberately against all the invita- 
tions of Jesus to choose the good. The sorrow of 
the Master as he pronounced judgment upon him 
is evident in his tragic words, “Good were it for 
that man if he had not been born.” 

God’s wise, eternal purpose never violates man’s 
freedom of action. Our reason confirms Scripture 
in the conviction that God must have absolute con- 
trol over all the thoughts and acts of men. At the 
same time our consciences tell us what the Bible 
continually assumes, that we are ourselves responsi- 
ble for our actions, good or bad. 


THE LAST SUPPER 


We gather from John’s Gospel, ch. 13 : 27-30, that 
Judas left the room immediately after Jesus had 
pointed him out as the traitor. We could hardly 
imagine him to have been present during the scene 
which followed. The disciples were no doubt hor- 
ror-stricken at the revelation of the infamy of one 
of their number. They needed to have their 
thoughts directed to the divine side of the death 
of Jesus. They were going out to teach the world 
about Jesus. It was necessary for them to see the 
events of his life in their true proportions so that 
their testimony about him should be true. There- 
fore Jesus took just this time to recall them from 
their sorrowful thoughts to his wonderful love in 
giving himself for the sins of men. The crisis 
of his three-years’ ministry was at hand. He wished 
them, and all the world, to know that he died not 
by an accident, not because a faithless friend found 
fatal opportunity to give him up, but because this 
was what he had come into the world to do. So he 


_ established just at this time the feast of his mem- 


ory. His people were asked through these first dis- 
ciples to remember him as a crucified Saviour. 

He took the bread which they had brought for 
the passover meal, and, setting it apart for its new 
purpose by prayer, he broke it, and gave it to them 


to eat. “This is my body,” he said. Luke adds, 
“which is given for you: this do in remembrance 
of me.” He broke the bread doubtless as a sign 


that his body would be broken upon the cross. As 
he had broken the bread and distributed it to them 
so they were to do thereafter, remembering just 
what his broken body meant to them and to the 
world. , 

Then he took the passover cup which held the 
wine used in the feast, and, having again given’ 
thanks, dedicating the cup to its new purpose, he 
gave it to them to drink, saying, “This is my blooe 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many.’ 
This is a reference to the fact that the old covenan’ 
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of God with his people had been ratified with blood, 
Heb. 9:19, and it is a claim that the new cove- 
nant foretold by the prophets, Jer. 31 : 31-34, would 
be in force upon his death. His blood was about 
to be poured out for many that God might forgive 
our iniquities and remember our sin no more. Jer. 
| 31; 34. 

It is also a precious thought that as the food 

we receive nourishes our bodies, so the presence of 
_ Jesus our Saviour in the Lord’s Supper nourishes 
_and strengthens our spiritual life. Thus the Sup- 
per is notably a sign of what he did for us in his 
death, but also of what he continually does for us 
in his life. 
Then Jesus solemnly foretold his approaching 
death. It was to be his last passover. “I shall no 
more drink of the fruit of the vine, until that day 
when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” The 
saying also looks forward to a great spiritual re- 
union with his followers. Paul in his account of 
_the institution of the Supper evidently refers to the 
same truth when he says, “Ye proclaim the Lord’s 
death till he come.” The consummation of the 
Kingdom of God will be the beginning of a new era 
of spiritual fellowship with Christ. 

Then having “sung a hymn,” the customary clos- 
ing hymn of the paschal meal, they went out as 
usual to the Mount of Olives. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


17. Evening. The customary hour for the pass- 
over meal. 

18. As they sat. The word is rather reclined; at 
first the Jews ate the passover standing to indicate 
the haste with which the Israelites left Egypt, but 
later they reclined at table. 

19. One by one. The phrase shows the consterna- 
tion caused by the announcement. Each thought of 
himself, perhaps recalling particular disloyal 
thoughts. 

20. He that dippeth with me in the dish. Prob- 
ably referring to the dish of broth consisting of 
raisins, dates, and vinegar which had a special sym- 
bolism in the feast. 

21. Son of man goeth, even as it is written. A 

reference to prophecies such as Isa., ch. 53. But 
woe unto that man. The prophetic statement does 
not excuse the man who fulfills it. Peter, in Acts 
2: 23, likewise combines the two thoughts of God’s 
purpose and man’s guilt in the death of Jesus. 
(22. Bread. That is, the small, flat loaf used in 
the passover. This is my body. “This represents 
or symbolizes my body.” In the sacrament the 
bread is still bread, though when we partake of it 
in faith we receive Christ spiritually. 

23. A cup. Probably one of those prescribed in 
the passover ceremony. They all drank of it. As 
he gave it to them. 

24. This is my blood of the covenant. “This 
symbolizes my blood which ratifies the covenant.” 
This is the new covenant in which God promises to 
forgive the sins of men, and we promise obedience 
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with Christ’s help. Poured out for many. Or, on 
behalf of many. A definite statement that his death 
was for others. 

25. The fruit of the vine. A familiar Old Testa- 
ment phrase for wine. Drink it new. In a new 
and higher sense. In the kingdom of God. This 
refers to the final triumph of the gospel and the 
new age when “Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
does his successive journeys run.” 

26. A hymn. The passover was concluded by the 
singing of psalms. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Does the first paragraph above reasonably ac- 
count for Judas’ willingness to betray Jesus? 

2. What was the passover feast intended to cele- 
brate? 

3. It is a help to remember that Judas, before his 
awful deed, was a possible faithful disciple, and 
that the others were possible traitors. Why? 

4. Why do you think Jesus instituted the Supper? 

5. Is Jesus present when the Supper is celebrated 
now? 

6. What does the breaking of the bread mean? 
the pouring of the wine? 

7. Why should no confessed disciple of Jesus neg- 
lect the Lord’s Supper? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 31. What special helps has God appointed for 
us in our Christian life? 

A. The special helps which God has appointed 
for us in our Christian life are the Bible, the sacra- 
ments, prayer, and fellowship in the Church. 

Q. 32. How should we use the Bible? 

A. We should use the Bible with reverence, read 
it daily, treasure it in our hearts and obey it in 
our lives. 

FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. How were the preparations made for celebra- 
tion of the passover by Jesus and his disciples? 

2. In what state of mind did the disciples enter 
the room? Read John 13: 1-5; Luke 22: 24. 

3. All the disciples began to ask, “Is it 1?” What 
do you think that this shows? 

4. Why did Jesus associate the memorial Supper 
with his death, rather than with the transfigura- 
tion, or with the resurrection, or with some other 
important event of his life? 

5. State your reasons for thinking that the Lord’s 
Supper was intended by Jesus as a perpetual me- 
morial to be observed by his followers. 

6. Just what did the reference to the “blood .. . 
poured out for many” mean? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 80. What is required in the tenth command- 
ment? 

A. The tenth commandment requireth full con- 
tentment with our own condition, with a right and 
charitable frame of spirit toward our neighbor, and 
all that is his. 
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JESUS ON THE CROSS 


The Golden Text—‘“Truly this man was the Son of God.”—Mark 15 : 39. | 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 15: 22-39 
For entire lesson, see Mark, ch. 15. 


COMMON VERSION 


22 And they bring him unto the place Gol’go-tha, 
which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull. 

23 And they gave him to drink wine mingled with 
myrrh: but he received it not. 

24 And when they had crucified him, they parted 
his garments, casting lots upon them, what every 
man should take. 

25 And it was the third hour, and they crucified 
him. 

296 And the superscription of his accusation was 
written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

97 And with him they crucify two thieves; the 
one on his right hand, and the other on his left. 


98 And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, 
And he was numbered with the transgressors. 


29 And they 
ging their heads, 
stroyest the temple, 


that passed by railed on him, wag- 
and saying, Ah, thou that de- 
and buildest it in three days, 


80 Save thyself, and come down from the cross. 


31 Likewise also the chief priests mocking said 
among themselves with the scribes, He saved others; 
himself he cannot save. 


29 Let Christ the King of Is’ra-el descend now 
from the cross, that we may see and believe. And 
they that were crucified with him reviled him. 


23 And when the sixth hour was come, there was 
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 


34 And at the ninth hour Je’sus eried with a 
loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? 
which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? 

35 And some of them that stood by, when they 
heard it, said, Behold, he calleth E-li’as. 

36 And one ran and filled a spunge full of vine- 
gar, and put i# on a reed, and gave him to drink, 
saying, Let alone; let us see whether E-li’as will 
come to take him down. 

37 And Je’sus cried with a loud voice, and gave 
up the ghost. 

38 And the veil of the temple was rent in twain 
from the top to the bottom. 


39 § And when the centurion, which stood over 
against him, saw that he so cried out, and gave up 
the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of 
God. 


The Time—Friday, April 7, A. D. 30. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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92 And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, 
which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull. 
23 And they offered him wine mingled with myrrh: 
but he received it not. 24 And they crucify hin, 
and part his garments among them, casting lots 
upon them, what each should take. 25 And it was 
the third hour, and they crucified him. 26 And 
the superscription of his accusation was written 


27 And 
him they crucify two robbers; 
if 


ovez:, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 


by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, 
Ha! thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest 
it in three days, 30 save thyself, and come down 
from the cross. 31 In like manner also the chief 
priests mocking him among themselves with the 


scribes said, He saved others; himself he cannot 


29 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, now 


come down from the cross, that-we may see and be- 


with 
one on his right 
hand, and one on his left. 29 And they that passed 
gave. 
lieve. And they that were crucified with him ra 
proached him. : 
83 And when the sixth hour was come, there was 
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 
84 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being 
interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me? 35 And some of them that stood b ; 
when they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth Elijaly 
36 And one ran, and filling a sponge full of vinegar, 
put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, 
Let be; let us see whether Elijah cometh to take 
him down. 37 And Jesus uttered a loud voice, and 
88 And the veil of the temple 
was rent in two from the top to the bottom. 39 And 


gave up the ghost. 


when the centurion, who stood by over against him, 
saw that he so gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this 
man was the Son of God. ; 


The Place—Jerusalem 


his Master and 
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THE RELATION OF JESUS’ DEATH TO US 


Of all the important scenes in human history this 
is by far the most momentous. Think for a mo- 
ment of all the great incidents of which you study 
in your history at school. There is the battle of 
Thermopyle, and the murder of Julius Cesar, and 
the victory of Charles Martel over the Moslems at 
Tours, and the moral victory of the barons of Eng- 
land over King John when Magna Charta was won, 
and the discovery of America by Columbus, and the 
signing of the Declaration of American Independ- 
ence; none of these, or any other, can compare 
for moral value, for importance to the welfare of 
the race with the crucifixion of J esus Christ. And 
still further, none of them has the Same intimate 
relation to the life of every one of us that the death 
of Jesus has. Ina very true sense Columbus worked 
for us when he braved unknown terrors of the sea 
and persisted in his quest against the advice and in 
spite of the threats even of his own sailors; in a 
very true sense the fathers of the American Revo- 
lution worked for us also when they determined 
to found here an independent nation. But in nei- 
ther case is there anything approaching the per- 
sonal relation . which every Christian has to the 
sacrifice of Jesus. We ought therefore to approach 
the study of this lesson with reverence, and to re- 
solve that we will with Qod’s help receive what- 
ever of personal blessing there may be wrapped up 
in the event for us. 


THE TRIAL AND CONDEMNATION 


After the Lord’s Supper was instituted by Jesus 
he spoke the wonderful words of the farewell dis- 
course recorded for us in the fourteenth, fifteenth, 
and sixteenth chapters of John’s Gospel, and of- 
fered the great prayer of John, ch. 17. Then fol- 
lowed the scene of the Garden of Gethsemane in 
which our Lord endured his final agony of renunci- 
ation. Judas in the meantime had gone to fulfill 
his dreadful bargain with the chief priests, and in 
due time came with the armed guard of Temple 
Servants and the crowd of those who sympathized 
with the rulers, to accomplish Jesus’ arrest. It 
was soon over. With a kiss the traitor identified 
Jesus was led away to the high 


priest. Peter alone of the disciples attempted re- 
ence but was forced to submit to the purpose of 
esus, 


In the palace of the high priest Jesus was sub- 
Jected to insulting and cruel treatment. 


Trial, as 


87 


we understand the word, there was none. First be- 
fore Annas and then before Caiaphas he was mocked 
by the semblance of legal procedure. Caiaphas was 
the real high priest, but Annas was his father-in- 
law and the most influential person among the Jew- 
ish rulers. He had himself at one time been high 
priest, and five of his sons had followed him in 
office. They as well as Caiaphas were the technical 
rulers, but the power behind their acts was Annas. 

Annas’ attitude to Jesus is revealed by the: fact 
that he sent Jesus bound to Caiaphas. The Jewish 
court, the sanhedrin, had been hastily summoned, 
and met in the early dawn. Witnesses were brought 
who gave distorted reports of certain things which 
Jesus had said. The various reports did not agree, 
but that did not hinder the inevitable judgment. 
The condemnation of Jesus was already determined 
before the trial. At last when the high priest 
asked Jesus if he were really the Messiah and Jesus 
confessed that indeed he was, they all judged 
him to be worthy of death because, they said, he 
was guilty of blasphemy. So they took him to 
Pilate, the Roman governor, since the sanhedrin 
was not empowered to put anyone to death. 

Pilate was a Roman, and so trained in judicial 
proceedings. He perceived at once that Jesus was 
not guilty, but was an innocent Victim of the rul- 
ers’ malice and jealousy. But Pilate was a poli- 
ticlan and so, though he was convinced of the 
justice of Jesus’ cause and really tried to set him 
free, he was afraid to do so, fearing the ill will 
of the Jews. He tried to escape responsibility by 
sending Jesus to Herod, on the shallow plea that 
since Jesus was a Galilean, Herod, who was king 
over Galilee, should try his case. But Herod, after 
further insulting Jesus and submitting him to 
shameful indignity, sent him back to Pilate. Pilate 
at last, having been forced by the clamor of the 
rulers and their threats of complaint to the Roman 
authorities, gave up Jesus to their will. 


SIMON, THE CROSS-BEARER 


The rulers had not only asked Pilate for the 
condemnation of Jesus, but they had definitely de- 
manded that he be crucified. It was a terrible 
method of inflicting death, reserved only for the 
worst criminals, and their choice of this means of 
death shows the relentlessness of their hatred of 
Jesus. 

It was the custom of the Romans when they 
crucified a criminal to compel him to carry his 


Lesson XXIV 


own cross to the place of execution. We gather 
from the accounts of the Gospels that they intended 
Jesus to carry his cross. But he was worn out by 
the cruel treatment which he had received. He 
probably fainted under the heavy load of the cross 
and so they laid hold on a passer-by who was called 
Simon and compelled him to carry the cross while 
Jesus was led to Golgotha. 

We know nothing more of this man, Simon. The 
Gospel writers evidently knew him, for they speak 
of him as the father of Alexander and Rufus who 
perhaps later became Christian disciples. Paul, in 
Rom. 16:13, says, “Salute Rufus.” Possibly this 
was the same Rufus. 


THE CRUCIFIXION 


It is generally supposed that the form of the 
cross upon which Jesus died was the upright cross _ 


i 


EARING THE CROSS 


with the vertical piece protruding above the trans- 
verse piece, the form which is generally used in 
Christian symbols. 

“The place of a skull,” or Calvary, was doubtless 
so named from its shape. It was evidently well 
known as a place of execution. 

The intense suffering of the victim is seen in the 
attempt to dull the pain which even these cruel 
soldiers made. “They offered him wine mingled 
with myrrh: but he received it not.” 

The superscription which was written by Pilate 
over the cross of Jesus was intended by Pilate as 
a revenge upon the Jews who had by their wiles 
compelled him to crucify Jesus. He had given in 
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to their persistence but he could not refrain from 
publishing in the written inscription what the Jews 
would regard as an insult. “This is the King of 
the Jews.” It was written in Hebrew and Latin 
and Greek, so that everyone would be able to read 
it. God used Pilate’s malice thus to testify to the 
fact that the'death of Jesus is of significance to all 
the world. 


THE WITNESSES OF THIS SCENE 


One naturally remembers all the various witnesses 
of this scene, both those who participated in it and 
those who looked on in sorrow and despair. 

Some of them are mentioned in our lesson, others 
are referred to in the accounts of the other Gospels. 

We think first of the chief priests and rulers, 
whose evil designs were at last accomplished. What 
do you think they felt as they saw their Victim 
hanging on the cross? Only 
gratification? Or perhaps a 
little compunction, when they 
thought that what he had 
claimed might be true? But 
no, they jeered at his pain and 
challenged him: to prove his 
power and come down from the 
cross. 

Then we think of the dis- 
ciples of Jesus, torn by the 
spectacle of his suffering and 
especially by the thought that 
they could do nothing for him. 
They were helpless in the pres- 
ence of his need. Think of the 
grief of his mother and of 
those who knew and loved him 
best, as they witnessed his 
agony. 

Then there were those rough 
and heartless soldiers who, ac- 
cording to their custom, had 
divided his clothing among 
them and had cast lots for the 
seamless robe which it was im- 
possible to divide. They also 
had mocked his suffering and 
derided his claims. It was not 
thought possible that, having 
the power to escape the cross, anyone would will- 
ingly endure it. Human experience was unequal 
to the feat of imagining such boundless sacrifice. 

One must not forget the two men who were 
associated with Christ in his suffering. Two rob- 
bers they were, suffering, as one of them said, the 
just reward of their evil deeds. In a moiaent of 
reckless bravado one of them joined in the mockery ~ 
of Jesus. But the other was touched by the noble — 
bearing of the suffering Jesus. He had not resented | 
the cruel speech of his tormentors. On the con- 
trary, when they had driven the nails into his body, — 
he had prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they — 
know not what they do.” Luke 23: 34. The second ] 


Frangipane 


Lesson XXIV 


robber, therefore, was touched, and knew that here 
was no ordinary criminal. He spoke to Jesus and 
asked to be remembered when his apparent defeat 
should be changed into victory. “To-day,” said 
Jesus, “shalt thou be with me in Paradise.’ The 
reward for his sincere championship of the right 
came sooner than he expected. 


THE DEATH OF JESUS 


It was the third hour when Jesus was nailed upon 
the cross, that is, by our reckoning, nine o’clock 
in the morning. From the sixth to the ninth hour, 
from noon until three o’clock, there was darkness 
over the whole land. Nature, the servant of the 
will of God, expressed the sorrow of God at the 
sin of men. 

At the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
In these mysterious words we see the climax of the 
Saviour’s suffering and the assurance of the com- 
pleteness of his sacrifice. It was necessary that in 
the actual hour of his death for man his Father’s 
face should be turned away from him and that he 
should be alone, that none might hereafter think 
or say that in his death he was sustained by super- 
natural power. Jesus actually endured the pangs 
of death unaided except by the consciousness that 
his sufferings would purchase the atonement of a 
race. 

Those that stood by pretended to misunderstand 
Jesus’ cry, saying that he was calling for Elijah. 
Elijah, according to Jewish prophecies, was to come 
before the Messiah, and they affected to believe that 
Jesus was crying for his forerunner. The sponge 
filled with vinegar which they then gave him to 
drink was offered in response to his further cry, re- 
corded by John, ch. 19 : 28, “I thirst.” 

With one last cry, “It is finished,” John 19 : 30, 
Jesus gave up his life for men. 

The veil of the Temple, which separated the Holy 
Place from the Most Holy Place, was torn in two. 
The Most Holy Place was the place of atonement, 
into which only the high priest could enter, and 
he only once a year, and then “not without blood, 
which he offereth for himself, and for the errors 
of the people.” The rending of the veil therefore 
meant that atonement was now freely offered to all. 
The Father had accepted the sacrifice of the Son. 

One man only, of all those who took part in 
Christ’s death, seems to have been capable of ap- 
preciating the high quality of the Sufferer’s spirit. 
The centurion who had charge of the soldiers and 
who had by command of Pilate put Jesus to death 
was led by the simple majesty of the scene to com- 
ment upon the Victim. He had never seen death 
met like that. “Truly this was the Son of God,” 
he said, and what he confessed, has been the testi- 
mony of history. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


22. They bring him. That is, the soldiers bring 
Jesus. Golgotha. Meaning a skull. Probably so 
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called from the shape of the elevation on which the 
cross stood. 

23. Wine mingled with myrrh. 
drink. He received it not. 
the pain he bore for us. 

24. Part his garments. The clothes of the crim- 
inal were the perquisites of the executioners. Cast-— 
ing lots. This was for the seamless robe which 
could not be divided. 

25. The third hour. That is, nine o’clock. 

26. The superscription. Such a writing was cus- 
tomary, telling the crimes of the prisoner. Over. 
That is above him, on the cross above his head. The 
King of the Jews. Pilate’s sneer was true. 

27. Two robbers. Crucifixion was a common pun- 
ishment for robbery. 

28. The prophecy in this verse seems to have crept 
into the text from Luke’s Gospel. Luke 22: 37. 

29. Railed on him. Blasphemed. Thou that de- 
stroyest the temple. At his trial the words of Je- 
sus recorded in John 2:19 had been used against 
him. The people had heard the report of the trial. 

30. Save thyself. If he could do what he had 
said, surely he could deliver himself. 

31. The chief priests. They were greatly re- 
joiced at the success of their plans.’ He saved 
others. This was true though in a deeper sense 
than they knew. Just because he would save others 
he could not save himself. 

32. They that were crucified with him. 
gives a longer account of this episode. 

33. There was darkness. Not an eclipse, but a 
miraculous phenomenon. Over the whole land. Ju- 
dea, though the darkness may have extended over 
the part of the world where it was then day. 

34. Eloi, Eloi. These are the words of Ps. 22:1 
in Aramaic. Why hast thou forsaken me? The 
voluntary assumption by Jesus of the sin of men 
with all its misery included the turning away of the 
Father’s face from that sin. After this none ought 
ever to think of sin with complaisance. 

35. That stood by. Jews, not Romans, who would 
know nothing of Elijah. 

36. One ran, ... and gave him to drink. Mark 
omits the suffering cry of Jesus, “I thirst.” A reed. 
To reach up to Jesus who, on the cross, was above 
those standing on the ground. 


37. A loud voice. Luke, ch. 23: 46, and John, 
ch. 19 : 30, give the words which he uttered. Gave 
up the ghost. That is, breathed out or, as we say, 
expired. 

39. The centurion. An officer of a century, or 
one hundred men. The Son of God. Or a son of 
God. The centurion had no doubt heard Jesus’ trial 
before Caiaphas, Matt. 26 : 53, and was convinced 
that his claim was true. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Was Jesus’ trial before Caiaphas legal, or only 
an unauthorized examination? 


A stupefying 
He would not alleviate 
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2. Why did Pilate refuse finally to set Jesus free? 

3. Why did not Jesus receive the drink which 
was intended to relieve his pain? : 

4. Tell the story of the two robbers crucified with 
Jesus. 

5. Who was Simon of Cyrene? 

6. Name as many as you can of the classes of 
people who witnessed the crucifixion. 

7. What was the effect of the bearing of Jesus 
upon the Roman officer who had charge of the exe- 
cution? ; 

The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 33. What are the sacraments? 

A. The sacraments are the two sacred obsery- 
ances which Christ gave to the Church, baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. 

Q. 34. What is baptism? 
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A. Baptism is the saered use of water, as ap- 


pointed by Jesus Christ, to signify God’s cleansing 
us of our sins, our consecration to God and our 
membership in the Church. 
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FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Show why the death of Jesus is the most im- 
portant event in the world’s history. 

2. What incidents make it plain that Jesus’ death 
was predetermined and not the result of a fair 
trial? , 

3. What was the real significance of the super- 
scription in three languages, over the cross? 

4. In what sense was the taunt of the chief priests 
true: “He saved others; himself he cannot save’? 

5. What was the meaning of Jesus’ bitter cry, 
“Why hast thou forsaken me’? 

6. What was the meaning of the tearing of the 
Temple veil at the moment of the death of Jesus? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 81. What is forbidden in the tenth command- 
ment? 
A. The tenth commandment forbiddeth all discon- 
tentment with our own estate, envying or grieving 


-at the good of our neighbor, and all inordinate mo- 


tions and affections to anything that is his. 


Lesson XXV—JESUS TRIUMPHANT OVER DEATH 


The Golden Text—‘“Now is Christ risen from the dead.”—I Cor. 15: 20. 
TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 16:1-11 


For entire lesson, see Mark, ch. 16. 


COMMON VERSION 


1 And when the sabbath was past, Ma’ry Mag’- 
da-lene, and Ma’ry the mother of James, and Sa- 
lo’me, had bought sweet spices, that they might come 
and anoint him. 

2 And very early in the morning the first day of 
the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the ris- 
ing of the sun. 

3 And they said among themselves, Who shall roll 
us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre? 

4. And when they looked, they saw that the stone 
was rolled away: for it was very great. 

5 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a 
young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a 
long white garment; and they were affrighted. 


6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye 
seek Je’sus of Naz’a-reth, which was crucified: he 
is risen; he is not here: behold the place where 
they laid him. ° 


7 But go your way, tell his disciples and P»2’ter 
that he goeth before you into Gal’i-lee: there shall 
ye see him, as he said unto you. 

8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the 
sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: 
neither said they any thing to any man; for they 
were afraid. 

9 § Now when Je’sus was risen early the first day 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magda- 
lene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, 
bought spices, that they might come and anoint him. 
2 And very early on the first day of the week, they 
come to the tomb when the sun was risen. 3 And 
they were saying among themselves, Who shall roll 
us away the stone from the door of the tomb? 4 
and looking up, they see that the stone is rolled 
back: for it was exceeding great. 5 And entering 
into the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on 
the right side, arrayed in a white robe; and they 
were amazed. 6 And he saith unto them, Be not 
amazed: ye seek Jesus, the Nazarene, who hath 
been crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold, 
the place where they laid him! 7 But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter, He goeth before you into Gali- 
lee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you. 
8 And they went out, and fled from the tomb; for 
trembling and astonishment had come upon them: 
and they said nothing to any one; for they were 
afraid. 

9 Now when he was risen early on the first day 
of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 
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of the week, he appeared first to Ma’ry Mag’da-lene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10 She 


out of whom he had cast seven devils. went and told them that had been with him, as they 
10 And she went and told them that had been 
with him, as they mourned and wept. 


11 And they, when they had heard that he was that he was alive, and had been seen of her, dis- 


mourned and wept. 11 And they, when they heard 


alive, and had been seen of her, believed not. believed. 
The Time—Sunday, April 9, A. D. 30. The Place—Jerusalem. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
POOMGRY. CURE ELT oi, silo cats ot nee oe Jesus Triumphant Over Death.............. Mark 16: 1-11. 
PeeMA OT UNE 1 Vouk ots ake Fee oe he ok sea crents COMMISSION .fcus% 5 ss. se ce, wt Mark 16: 12-20. 
Weeonenday. aire 19 Mts start ee) Socce Diter the Hesurrection.+ eet. vo fee eh eek. John 21 : 15-25. 
ADUISOaS, unease ete tee ee kL, Le Ph enmenCrka One Pista ne ge sao sce oa es [Gora 15,<. 1-17; 
DEIGOS pa) MUNG Ce ce eee Ty he. VAIGtOL TT CIVOrs OREO eres fons 2 og. any ov I Cor. 15 : 50-58. 
MBE CUTURY, CUSIGRO ey oo eee es ee tite Meanrrectionmeromined 257+ 54.1... 22h oe. ck I Thess. 4: 13-18. 
SETTER og Rr 1 wae 8, le ee Nae ja io a AER aD POUT WAV INTE ATS ote a ee ee ee SY Rev: 21:: 1-8: 

MARK’S LAST CHAPTER justice of men and who had at the last succumbed 


It must have been with peculiar pleasure that to the forces of death and the grave, was now on 
the author of this Gospel wrote the words of this the third day alive again! The grave had been 
last chapter. After the sad scenes which he had unable to hold him! The last enemy, the strongest 
reported in the preceding chapters it is like bright enemy, had been defeated and our author has 
sunshine after the gloom of continued storm. Mark brought his story to a great climax. 
was especially concerned to tell of the triumphs Think of the first readers of this narrative as 
of Jesus. He pictured him as victorious in every they realized that their Saviour was really alive! 
conflict which he fought; with the Tempter, with © Think of what it meant to them as they faced perse- 
sickness, with disease, and with demons. He liked cution and death, perhaps, for their faith to re- 
to picture him as superior to all the forces of na- member that, though he had gone to death for them 
ture, able at a word to command the storm and to he was not dead but living, to aid them in all 
receive obedience, able even to speak to the dead their troubles! Think of that, and then remem- 
and to rouse them to new life again. Now when,’ ber that we have the same assurance, too. Our 
after a period of apparent defeat by the enemies of Master is the same as theirs, a living Christ, who 
Jesus, he was able to tell the story of his Master’s is risen from the dead and “alive for evermore.” 
triumphant resur- 
rection from the THE BURIAL 
dead, it must | OF JESUS 
have been with Joseph of Ari- 
joy and exulta- mathea was a 
tion, member of the 

Indeed, one sanhedrin, the 
seems to detect court before -which 
the gladness in Jesus had been 
. Mark’s heart in tried. We gather 
the very words of that the judgment 
his description. It was not unan- 
is not fulsome imous. When the 
or in any. way vote was. taken, 
extravagant. Itis the majority were 
restrained and able to override 
calm in tone. the wishes of the 
And yet there is few who -° would 
an undertone of have favored 
joy which is ap- Jesus. Nicodemus 
parent to the who had gone to 
eareful reader. Jesus by night, 
The Master, who John, ch. 3, was 
during several another who pre- 
days had _ been sumably did not 
the Victim of the Used by permission P. Deschwanden agree to the evil 
cruelty and _in- “HE IS“ RISEN <-> purpose of the 
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powerful majority, for on at least one previous occa- 
sion he took a stand which was not hostile to Jesus. 
John 7:50. Now, at any rate, Joseph was de- 
termined to come out openly for Jesus and, going 
to Pilate, he asked for the body of Jesus that 
he might give it decent burial. He had been a 
disciple of Jesus secretly before this, and now no 
doubt wished with all his heart that he had avowed 
his love before Jesus’ death. He begged Pilate for 
his Master’s body. He and Nicodemus hastily pre- 
pared the body for burial, and laid it in a new tomb 
which belonged to Joseph. 


THE MINISTERING WOMEN 
It seems likely that the process of embalming the 
body was interrupted by the approach of the Sab- 
bath. The women mentioned in our lesson could 
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not have been ignorant of what the two rich men | 


had done for Jesus, for it is said, Mark 15: 47, that 
“Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses 
beheld where he was laid.” Evidently the work 
was not complete, for after resting over the Sabbath, 
according to the Law, early on the morning of the 
next day, our Sunday, they started for the tomb 
carrying with them spices which they had prepared 
to anoint his body according to the Jewish custom. 
The thought of the great stone at the door of the 
tomb gave them anxiety. It was too heavy for 
them to roll away. Still they went on, hoping to 
find some one to give them access to the tomb. 
They found that their trouble was imaginary, like 
many a trouble of ours about which we worry. 
When the women came in sight of the tomb they 
found that the stone was already rolled away. 
What must have been their feelings when they saw 
this! Some one had been there before them! 

It is not easy to fit the different narratives just 
here into a complete account of what happened. 
Kach of the evangelists gives different details of 
the story as he heard them from different mem- 
bers of the party. However, we do not need to 
know just the order of events. All that is neces- 
sary to remember is that all the details given to 
us by the different writers are true, even though 
we do not know enough to fit them together. 

John tells us that Mary Magdalene was the first 
to approach the tomb and that she saw that it was 
empty and ran back quickly to tell the disciples. 
Later, following Peter and John to the garden, she 
herself met Jesus who revealed himself to her and 
sent a message to his disciples. 

Mark says nothing about Mary’s actions until 
Mark 16:9, but in these first verses presumably 
describes the experiences of the other women after 
Mary had left them to tell the disciples. And what 
they saw and heard was truly amazing. 


THE ANGEL AT THE TOMB 


The other women pressed on with their burden 
of spices. No doubt they were confused and per- 
plexed. Why should the tomb be open? They must 
needs see with their own eyes what had happened 
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They entered the tomb, ex- 
Certainly it would 


to their dear Master. 
pecting they knew not what. 
be strange if his body were not there. But instead 
of a dead body they beheld a living presence. Mark 
speaks of “a young man... arrayed in a white 
robe.” That must have been their first impression 
of him, for later they knew he was an angel. 
Matthew explains what had happened before their 
approach. An earthquake had taken place, and an 
angel of the Lord had come down from heaven and 
had rolled away the stone, and sat upon it. His 
appearanee was so dreadful that the guard stationed 
before the tomb had become insensible through fear. 

Luke says that there were two angels at the 
tomb. “Two men stood by them in dazzling apparel.” 
Ch. 24:4. But we need not wonder at that. When 
Jesus was born a multitude of the heavenly host 
sang praises on the plain near Bethlehem. It is 
not surprising that the garden of his resurrection 
should have been the scene of a like appearance. 
Shall we speculate as to whether there were one, 
or two, or twenty? The writer of our Gospel knew 
of one, the writer of Luke’s Gospel knew of two. 
If we knew all the truth we should perhaps realize 
that his resurrection, like his birth, was attended 
by a host of heavenly presences. 

The angel spoke reassuringly. He plainly told 
the women that Jesus was risen from the dead. He 
showed them the place where he had been laid. 
He gave them the further message that they were 
to carry to the disciples. Jesus would go before 
them into Galilee to the place which he had ap- 
pointed beforehand. They should meet him again 
there. The news was almost too astounding for be- 
lief. They went out and ran from the tomb in 
their awe and fright. They went out speechless, 
not even speaking to one another of what they had 
seen. The panic into which they had fallen is 
vividly shown by Mark’s narrative. 


THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE 
RISEN LORD 


The probable order of events on this resurrection 
morning was as follows: 

1. Mary Magdalene and the other women started 
early for the sepulcher to anoint Jesus’ body. 

2. When Mary saw the empty tomb she went 
back immediately to tell his disciples: the other 
women pressed on and entered the tomb. 

3. Peter and John followed by Mary ran to the 
tomb. The two apostles found the tomb empty and 
after examining the empty tomb went away to their 
lodging. 


4. Mary coming later to the tomb also found it 


empty and after conversation with the two angels 
went away into the garden where she spoke with 
Jesus himself, thinking that he was the gardener. 
This was the first appearance of Jesus after his 
resurrection. 

5. The other women who had remained near the 
sepulcher may also have been present when Mary 


spoke to the angels and may also have been wit-— 
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nesses with her of Jesus’ first appearance, or, his 
appearance to them may have been at a somewhat 
later hour. 

Mark’s original account breaks off abruptly at 
the words, “for they were afraid.” You will find 
in your Bible a considerable space between vs. 8 
and 9. This represents the opinion of the revisers 
and of scholars generally, that the remainder of the 
chapter is not a part of the original Gospel. Many 
think that these concluding verses are by another 
writer, the last leaf of Mark’s Gospel having in 
some way been lost. You will notice that v. 9 be- 
gins by a reference to Jesus as “he.” That shows 
that v. 9 did not originally follow v. 8, where Mark 
has been speaking of the women. The section, vs. 
9-20, evidently belongs to some document which 
gave a summary of the appearances of Jesus to 
the disciples. It begins in v. 9 with a mention of 
Mary Magdalene as if she had not been mentioned 
before, in v. 1. 

But we must not rashly conclude that, because 
these verses were not part of Mark’s original Gos- 
pel, they are not trustworthy. They formed a part 
of the Gospel from very early times, and though 
some of our earliest manuscripts do not contain 
them, but end the Gospel with the words, “for they 
were afraid,’ yet in certain parts of the Church 
these verses were received as early as the latter 
part of the second century. Besides, they are not 
inconsistent with what we learn from the other 
Gospels. We should therefore accept the verses as 
part of the evidence as to the movements of Jesus 
in the days immediately after his resurrection. 

Compare the account of the appearance of Jesus 
to Mary in vs. 9-11 with John’s account of the in- 
cident in John 20: 14-18. This latter narrative 
gives the full story of which our brief mention is 
the summary. 

Our lesson ends with the sad statement of the 
unwillingness of the disciples to believe what Mary 
told them of her experiences. It was slow work to 
convince these men that Jesus was alive. Yet their 
very slowness is an insurance for us. If they had 
been credulous men, willing to take the slightest 
hint of his resurrection for granted, we could not 
be so sure of the fact. But the fact that they had 
to be convinced against their wills—by the testi- 
mony of a number of eyewitnesses, and at the last 
by the experience of their own eyes and ears and 
hands—gives us assurance of the wondrous fact, that 
our Lord is risen from the dead and that he is alive 
for evermore. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 

1. When the sabbath was past. They rested on 
the Sabbath, upon which the Law forbade buying 
and selling. They bought the spices on Saturday 
evening. Mary Magdalene. Not the sister of Laz- 
arus or the sinful woman of Luke 7:37 with 
whom some have confused her. See Luke 8:2. The 
mother of James. Mark 15: 40 further describes 
this James as “the less.” Probably this was James 
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the son of Alpheus, one of the apostles. He may 
have been called “the less’ because he was short 
of stature. Salome. The mother of James and 
John, and the wife of Zebedee. Spices. The an- 
cients used aromatic oils in embalming. 

2. Very early. Before sunrise. The sun was just 
rising as they came to the tomb. 

4. For it was exceeding great. 
fore see it from a distance. 

6. He is risen. A simple statement of a mo- 
mentous fact. The place where they laid him. The 
women had seen his body as it was laid in the 
tomb. They could easily determine its presence or 
absence. 

7. And Peter. Mark alone adds this message to 
Peter, which Peter, his informant, had gratefully 
remembered. It was a sign to Peter that his re- 
pentance was accepted and his sin of denial par- 
doned. Into Galilee. The disciples were not to ex- 
pect an immediate setting up of the Kingdom in 
Jerusalem. As he said unto you. See Mark 14 : 28. 

8. Fled from the tomb. The strangeness of the 
facts for the time blinded them to the joy wrapped 
in them. They said nothing to any one. As they 
went they spoke not to one another or to anyone. 

9. Now when he was risen early. This verse 
goes back and tells independently the story of vs. 
1-8. He appeared first. This corresponds to John’s 
narrative. Mary Magdalene. Magdala was a Gali- 
lean town. Seven demons. There is no evidence 
that Mary was a morally corrupt woman. She had 
been delivered from a great affliction by Jesus. 

10. She went and told them. See John 20: 18. 
As they mourned. This shows that they were not 
expecting his resurrection, in spite of his promises. 

11. They ... disbelieved. They should have be- 
lieved, but their unwillingness is nevertheless an 
evidence that the resurrection is a fact. They were 
not in a state of mind to invent the story. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1, Show how this chapter of Mark’s Gospel is the 
climax of his narrative. 

2. How did Joseph and Nicodemus show that they 
were sorry for having been only secret disciples of 
Jesus? 

3. What did the women see as they entered the 
tomb ? 

4. What message did the angel give to the women? 

5. Account, if you can, for the fact that the 
women were afraid, and not joyful at such tre- 
mendous news. 

6. Mention some of the important results for the 
world which flow from the resurrection of Jesus. 


They could there- 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 35. Why are the infant children of members 
of the Church dedicated to God in baptism? 

A. The infant children of members of the Church 
are dedicated to God in baptism because his cove- 
nant made with believing parents includes their 
children. 
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Q. 36. What is expected of baptized children? ments of these verses as being untrustworthy? 
A. It is expected of baptized children that they 5. Give as many reasons as you can for thinking 
will think of themselves as dedicated to God and, that the resurrection of Jesus was a fact. 
in early years, confess Jesus Christ and come to 6. Granting the fact, tell what it means to the 
the Lord’s Supper. Christian and to the Church that our Saviour is 
alive and not dead. 
FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 7. Paul said, “If Christ hath not been raised, 


1. Why are we not to be disturbed at the variant your faith is vain”; what did he mean? 
accounts of the resurrection in the different Gos- 


pels? The Shorter Catechism 

2. Give the probable order of events on this res- Q. 82. Is any man able perfectly to keep the 
urrection morning. commandments of God? 

3. What reasons are there for thinking that vs. A. No mere man, since the fall, is able, in this 
9-20 of this chapter are not a part of the original life, perfectly to keep the commandments of God; 
Gospel? but doth daily break them, in thought, word, and 

4. Is there any reason for considering the state- deed. 


Lesson XX VI—REVIEW—JESUS CHRIST OUR REDEEMER 
AND LORD 


The Golden Texts—‘“‘God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’"—John 3:16. “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.”—Matt. 16:16. “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth.”—Rom. 1 : 16. 


TO READ DURING THE WEEK 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday: J nne 24 Free nee ee baer Jesus Christ Our Redeemer and Lord....Psalm 2. 
ee J 5. Jesus Séts. Men Mrees i. a tats ocaek vam Mark 7 : 24-35. 
LOBE Yi oe) URS 20 shea eb as eens bimey ger eens Jesus: lransfigured :. cose pons on canes Mark 9: 2-10. 
Wednesday. J 26 yous Rebukes Selfishness ............... Mark 9 : 33-42. 
chet saat dt tadirae ine feik ec Tole ree hy Ga pot ees: Jesus Sets New Standards of Living...... Mark 10: 17-27. 
Parca y 27 Jesus Faces the Cross..............06.-. Mark 10 : 32-45. 
sets mat Sad ot i est SM Meek Be a Taek Jesus Exercises Kingly Authority........ Mark 11: 15-18, 27-33. 
Peden 28 | Jesus Silences His Adversaries.......... Mark 12 : 28-34. 
pea icrdonmt Chaser cb tae ThE SD ol Sige Boa Me. Jesus Approves the Honor Paid to Him..Mark 14: 1-9. 
eA a Soe aay 29 iE esds ‘Faces. Betrayal 5.0... ate canes ae Mark 14: 17-26. 
BUUDSAY 9 0 MING Fa ol 3 ohie ons ga meres ae caves Jesus-on the Crosse, vo chest wren lee Mark 15 : 22-39. 
Sunday, J uness02 2 hie. ee ere eee Jesus Triumphant Over Death...........Mark 16: 1-11. 
. THE LESSONS OF THE QUARTER 
NUMBER TITLE ; WHERE FouND 
SIV. desus SetaesMen* Mreecis 5 occ cote pe Debio Oey ee ee eee Mark, ch. 7. 
XV... Jesus’ Requires: Confession? and Loyalty.) o.4> ses «eet eee oe Mark 8:1 to 9:1. 
AVIS) asus Dranshiwured ss). co) Ss tlie oie < OF ee ea ieee eee Mark 9 : 2-29. 
AVIT.: Jesus Rebnkes ‘Selfishness } 35 2055.5 ae i dn ee ee Mark 9 : 30-50. 
XVIITI..* Jesus Sets, New. Standards of, Living iio. Wy. Was Shor hee oe eee Mark 10: 1-31. 
AIX. Jesus Wace the Cross foto. oct as eae Mark 10: 32-52. 
XX. Jesus Hxercising Kingly Authority. .j22.. 00s. sce «po eae teen sae pore Mark ch. 11. 
XXI;. Jesus Silences “His sAdversariess.., . ..cckieba cs oe eben hate ea, ee Mark, ch. 12. 
XXIT.. Jesus Warns. and?Comftorts His Friends: . Stree. ns ee 8 ee ce Mark 13:1 to 14:9. 
AXITI! Jesus Waces! Betrayal and) Denializ (hy. seu. cee le ee ee Mark 14: 10-72. 
XXIV. Jesuson? the’. Cressias. i Ga ea dee Pen ee oe en eee Mark, ch. 15. 
XXV.. Jesus: Triumphant Gver ‘Death-...... eee. etek ee oe eee Mark, ch. 16. 
REVIEW of his Gospel Mark showed Jesus in the act of con- 


The lessons of this quarter have shown us a series quering one by one the forces which had been too 
of thrilling pictures of the Son of Man on the way strong for mere men. The lessons of this quarter 
to death and glory. To Mark, the writer of this continue the story of conquest. In addition they 
Gospel, Jesus was the mighty Victor, for whom show Jesus in conflict with the rulers of his people 
nothing was too hard. In the first six chapters who were jealous of his power and popularity. Still 
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Lesson XX VI 


further they tell the story of his preparation of his 
disciples for their work in the world after his de- 
parture. The concluding chapters of the Gospel tell 
of his willing death for men at the hands of the 
Jewish rulers, and reach a climax in the confident 
description of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 

Lesson XIV. “Jesus Sets Men Free.” The Syro- 
phenician woman, a foreigner, claimed and received 
the power that set her daughter free from the 
demon that possessed her. What promise does this 
give for the freedom of all the world through 
Christ? 

Lesson XV. “Jesus Requires Confession and Loy- 
alty.” In this lesson we have the great confession 
of Peter. Just what did he say in answer to Je- 
sus’ question? Why is confession of Christ neces- 
sary? What does Jesus require of his followers 
after confession? 

Lesson XVI. “Jesus Transfigured.” Who were 
present with Jesus and the three disciples on the 
Mount of Transfiguration? What did their presence 
mean? About what did they talk with Jesus? 
Why was Peter’s proposal not sensible? What did 
the transfiguration teach the three disciples? 

Lesson XVII. “Jesus Rebukes Selfishness.” What 
discussion took place among the disciples on the 
long journey from Cesarea Philippi? What do you 
think caused it? By what object lesson did Jesus 
rebuke them? How did Jesus rebuke John’s in- 
tolerance? 

Lesson XVIIT. “Jesus Sets New Standards of 
Living.” Where was the scene of this lesson laid? 
Why did Jesus at this time leave Galilee? What 
question was asked by the rich young man? Do 
you think that he was sincere? Why is it hard 
for anyone with large possessions either of money 
or of talents to be a humble disciple of Jesus? 

Lesson XIX. “Jesus Faces the Cross.” How 
many times before this had Jesus predicted his 
death to his disciples? Why do you suppose they 
did not grasp the fact? Who were the two men 
whose selfish ambition Jesus rebuked in this lesson? 
Who joined with them in their petition? What 
excuse had they for their ambition? Why, then, 
-were they blamable? How did they show their un- 
fitness? What example did Jesus give them of un- 
selfish service? Why is selfishness so dreadful? 

Lesson XX. “Jesus Exercising Kingly Author- 
ity.” In this lesson Jesus appears for a brief space 

_ of time as a king. What kingly qualities did he 
reveal in the triumphal entry? How did the cleans- 
ing of the Temple show his fearlessness? Did Jesus 
ever cleanse the Temple before? At what time in 
his ministry? How did his question about John 
the Baptist show the insincerity of the chief priests 
_ and their party? Why did Jesus not answer their 
- question directly? Does Jesus in this lesson seem 
_ the helpless Victim, or rather the One who was the 
real Ruler of men? 
Lesson XXI. “Jesus Silences His Adversaries.” 
Why is Tuesday of Passion Week called the day of 
_ controversy? Name some of the points of contro- 
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versy between Jesus and the rulers. Do you think 
thet the lawyer in this lesson was sincere? What 
was the question he put? Is any one of the Com- 
mandments more important than another? How 
did Jesus’ reply answer this question? How did 
the poor widow in this lesson give us an example 
of true benevolence? Do you think that God wants 
us to give up all we have to charitable objects, or 
rather to use what we have for his service? 

Lesson XXII. “Jesus Warns and Comforts His 
Friends.” When was this act of unselfish service 
performed? Why should a feast have been given 
to Jesus at Bethany? What was Mary’s motive in 
anointing Jesus? Why should she have spent so 
much money on a tribute which was of no prac- 
tical benefit? Who originated the criticism of her 
act? What did Jesus mean by saying that she had 
anointed his body beforehand for the burying? How 
has the prophecy which he made concerning her been 
fulfilled ? 

Lesson XXIII. “Jesus Faces Betrayal and De- 
nial.” What made Judas betray Jesus? How did 
Jesus prepare for the celebration of the passover? 
How did Jesus at the feast designate the traitor? 
What institution did Jesus leave with his disciples 
to perpetuate his memory? To what particular in- 
cident in his life does the Lord’s Supper refer? 
What does the broken bread mean? The poured- 
out wine? Ought the followers of Jesus to be espe- 
cially careful to observe the Supper? 

Lesson XXIV. “Jesus on the Cross.” What is 
the most important event in the history of the 
world? Before how many rulers was Jesus exam- 
ined? Who was Annas? Caiaphas? Pilate? Did 
Jesus have a fair trial before Caiaphas? On what 
charge did the Jews finally condemn him? Did Pi- 
late judge Jesus to be guilty of any crime? Why 
did he not release him? What unenviable public- 
ity did Peter receive at the trial? What part did 
Simon of Cyrene have in the crucifixion of Jesus? 
What did Pilate mean by the “superscription” 
which he placed over the cross of Jesus? What 
did God mean by it? Who were crucified with 
Jesus? What touching incident does Luke relate 
with reference to one of Jesus’ companions on the 
cross? Why was the veil of the Temple rent at the 
death of Jesus? What was the centurion’s decision 
upon beholding how Jesus died? 

Lesson XXV. “Jesus Triumphant Over Death.” 
Who was Joseph of Arimathea and what did he do 
for Jesus? What other man was associated with 
him in this loving office? What precautions were 
taken by the Jews in order that the disciples might 
not falsely claim that Jesus had risen? From the 
attitude of the disciples in this lesson should you 
think that they expected him to rise from the dead? 
To whom did Jesus appear first after his resurrec- 
tion? All four evangelists tell us that the tomb was 
empty on Easter morning; there is just one ex- 
planation of that fact; what is it? Of what im- 
portance is the truth of the resurrection to Chris- 
tians to-day? 


ORDERS OF SERVICE FOR THE SECOND QUARTER, 1918? 


Music.—Selection by pianist or orchestra, announc- 
ing the opening of the school. 


Doors CLOSED. 
W orRSHIP 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 3 
May be used from April 7 to May 12 


HUMILITY Fore 
School rises at signal from pianist 


Supt.—O Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and 
known me.’ 

ScHoot.—Thou knowest my downsitting and mine 
uprising. 

Surrt.—Thou understandest my thought afar off. 

Scxoot.—Even the darkness hideth not from thee. 

mean darkness and the light are both alike 
to thee. 


Hymn.—(“Alleluia,” No. 18.) 


O Thou, in all thy might so far, 
In all thy love so near, 

Beyond the range of sun and star, 
And yet beside us here: 

What heart can comprehend thy name, 
Or searching find thee out 

Who art within, a quickening Flame, 
A Presence round about? 


InvocaTion.—Hear us, O Lord, as we lift up our 
voices in humility and praise. Thou who seest 
all things, and before whom every secret thing 
shall be revealed, enable us, we beseech thee, 
so to live that we may look up into thy face 
unashamed. Create in us pure hearts; sanctify 
us by thy grace; and lead us in paths of right- 
eousness all our days for thy name’s sake. 


ScHOOL SEATED. 
Doors OPENED TO ADMIT LATE PUPILS. 


Supt.—Put on therefore, as God’s elect, holy and 
beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, 
meekness, longsuffering. 

ScHoot.—Forbearing one another, and forgiving 
each other, if any man have a complaint against 
any; even as the Lord forgave you, so also do ye. 

Suprt.—And above all these things put on love, 
which is the bond of perfectness. 

ScxHoot.—And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to the which also ye were called in one body; 
and be ye thankful. 

Supr.—Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts unto God. 

Scuoot.—And whatsoever ye do, in word or in 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 

Supr.—Finally, be ye all likeminded, compassion- 
ate, loving as brethren, tenderhearted, humble- 
minded. 

ScHoot.—Not rendering evil for evil, or reviling 
for reviling; but contrariwise blessing; for here- 
unto were ye called, that ye should inherit a bless- 
ing. 

PRAYER.—Followed by The Lord’s Prayer. 
HYMN. 


BIBLE DRILL. 


INSTRUCTION 
BiBLE READING.—(The lesson for the day or some 
appropriate selection.) 
HYMN. 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REMARKS. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
MARKING OF ATTENDANCE, RECORDS, AND OFFERING. 
LESSON PERIOD. 
CLOSING 
Music.—(Five minutes before the time for closing 
lesson period.) 
Tue Lesson HYMN. 
REPORT OF SECRETARY. 
Pastor’s Worpbs. 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION. ~ 
DISMISSAL BY CLASSES. 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 4 
May be used from May 19 to June 30 
SACRIFICE 


Supt.—And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted 


up. 

ScHooL.—That whosoever believeth may in him 
have eternal life. 

Autut.—For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have eternal life. 


INVOCATION. 


Hymn.—AIll rising as chord is given. 
No. 61.) 

ScHooL SEATED. 

Music WHILE Doors ARE OPENED. 

Doors CLosED.—Silence. 

Supr—Have this mind in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus. 

ScHoot.—Who, existing in the form of God, 
counted not the being on an equality with God a 
thing to be grasped. 

Supt.—But emptied himself, taking the form of 
a servant, being made in the likeness of men. 

Scuoot.—And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto 
death, yea, the death of the cross. 

Supt.—For it became him, for whom are all 
things, and through whom are all things, in bringing 
many sons unto glory, to make the author of their 
salvation perfect thruugh sufferings. 

ScHoout.—Il beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, entabls to God, which is your 
spiritual service. ; 

Supt.—And be not fashioned according to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. 

ScHoot.—That ye may prove what is the good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God. 


PRAYER.—Followed by The Lord’s Prayer. 

Memory Dritu.—The Shorter or Intermediate Cate- 
chism. 

HYMN. 

CLostnc.—As in Exercise No. 3. 


(“Alleluia,” 


1 Extra copies of these Orders of Service will be furnished at 50 cents a hundred. 
2 Scripture selections from the American Standard Bible. 
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Books of Inspiration and Guidance 
CHRIST IN THE POETRY OF TODAY 


Here is an anthology of modern American verse, compiled by Martha Foote Crow, 
comprising the most notable poems about Christ. by eminent writers:—Katherine 
Lee Bates, Joyce Kilmer, Clinton Scollard, Richard Le Gallienne, Theodosia Garrison, 
Richard Watson Gilder, Harry Kemp, Ezra Pound and others. Bound in cloth and 
gold. 12 mo, $1.00. 
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THE GIRLS’ YEAR BOOK 


For every day in the year this book offers 
a short comment on a Bible reference that 
will inspire the reader to do her own think- 
ing. 50 cents. 


THE INCH LIBRARY 


Each Inch contains nine leaflets of re- 
freshing and informative talks by promi- 
nent people. Two inches now ready. 
Leaflets bound in colored covers, nine in 
an inch-wide slide case. 50 cents per 
set. $1.00 for Two Inches. | 


A PAGEANT OF THE CHURCH 
By Eleanor B. Forman and Mabel E. Stone 


Seven episodes on the historic growth of 
the church, followed by interludes show- 
ing the contribution of each epoch to our 
modern church life (for example, a scene 
from the life of St. Francis paralleled by a 
scene based on “‘Dr. Luke of Labrador.’’) 
For abbreviation the interludes may be 
omitted if desired. Cast: from 25 to 
several hundreds. May be given by girls 
only or by a community; indoors or out- 
doors. Price, 30 cents. 


THE HUMAN ELEMENT IN THE MAKING OF A CHRISTIAN 
By Bertha Conde 
A book alive with-suggestions on personal evangelism. Cloth, $1.00. 


OUT OF DOORS IN THE STORY OF 
THE BIBLE The JESUS AS MARK 
By Ethel Cutler A Pils! os TOLD IT 
Deine wat ssociation Monthly By Sara S. Kirk 
outdoor people of both The official magazine of the An outline study of 
Testaments. Espe- Y. W. C. A. Mark arranged for 


cially adapted for 
summer classes. 15 
cents. 


JESUS, THE MAN 
OF GALILEE. 

By Elvira T. Slack 

Adapted to a short or 


long course for girls of high school age. 
35 cents. 


LESSONS IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
By Charlotte H. Adams 
Daily lessons for 21 weeks, written with 


the object of developing personal devotion. 
Paper, 20 cents. Cloth, 35 cents. 


Larger in size and contents 


Edited by Rhoda E. McCulloch 


Newsy, entertaining, inspiring 
and helpful 


$1.00 per year 


those who are just be- 
ginning astudy of the 
gospels. 15 cents. 


THESOCIAL PRIN- 
CIPLES OF JESUS 


By Walter Rauschen- 
busch 

: The principles es,en- 

tial to an understanding of Christ in mod- 

ern life. 60 cents. 


THE MANHOOD OF THE MASTER 
By Harry Emerson Fosdick 


The outstanding qualities of Christ’s char- 
acter. For class or devotional use. Cloth, 
60 cents. 


When ordering by matl include postage with your remittance 


Order through your denominational Pablishing House or from 


THE WOMANS PRESS 


600 Lexington Avenue - 


New York City 
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The United States Government Food 


Administration Says: 


“Baking Powder Breads of corn and 
other coarse flours are recommended” 


ROY 


ABSOLUTELY PURE 


BAKING 
POWDER 


-Makes delicious muffins, cakes and coarse flour breads 


CORN MEAL GRIDDLE CAKES 


1 tablespoon shortening 


24 cup flour 
1 tablespoon molasses 


1 teaspoon salt 


1% cups corn meal 
1% cups boiling water 
3% cup milk 


4 teaspoons Royal Baking Powder 


Scald corn meal in bow! with boiling water; add milk. melted shortening and molasses; add flour, salt and 


baking powder which have been sifted together; mix well. 


Our red, white and blue booklet, ‘‘Best War Time Recipes,’’ 
similar recipes, sent free on request. 


Bake on hot greased griddle until brown. 


containing additional 


Address Royal Baking Powder Company, 150 William Street, New York 


Piano, Organ, Violin, Cornet, Guitar, Banjo, 
Mandolin, Harp, ’Cello, Trombone, Flute, Clari- 
net, Ukelele, Saxaphone, Piccolo, Sight Singing 


No longer need the ability to play be shut out of your 
life. Just mail coupon or postal to-day for our new Free 
Book. Let us tell you low you can easily, quickly, 
thoroughly learn to play your favorite musical instru- 
ment by note in your own home without a teacher, by 
our New Improved Home Study Method WITHOUT 
PAYING A CENT FOR LESSONS! Different, easier 
than private teacher way—no tiresome ary exercise— 
no inconvenience, no trick music, no “numbers,” yet 
simple, wonderful, amazingly easy for even a mere child. 


LESSONS FREE! 


We want to have ONE PUPIL IN EACH LOCALITY AT ONCE to help ad- 
\ CHE our wonderful easy system of teaching music. FOR A LIMITED 


TIME we therefore offer our marvelous lessons FREE. Only charge is 
for postage and sheet music, which averages 1244c weekly. Begin- 
ners or advanced pupils. Get all the proof, facts, letters from 
pupils. AMAZING FREE OFFER and fascinating New Book 


just issued. 
This is your opportunity for free music 


WRITE! lessons. Write to-day for free 


book and full particulars. Send a postcard, letter, 


Coupon 
U. S. School of Music, 


584 Brunswick Building, N. iS 
Please send me your free 


book, ‘“‘Music Lessons by Mail,’”’ or coupon. Write NOW| 

and particulars of your offer of 

aes gee bere 24, U. S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
4 
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LEARN MUSIC 
AT HOME! 


SUCCESS! 


“‘Since I’ve been tak- 
ing ‘your lessons I’ve 
made over $60 with 
my violin. Your les- 
sons surely are fine.’’ 
—Melvin Freeland, 
Macopin, N. J. 

“When I started with 
you I knew nothing 
about the Cornet or 
music, but now I can 
play almost any piece 
of music.’’ — Kasson 
Swan, Denmark, Col. 


Co., Nova Scotia. 
“TI want to extend the 


heartiest approval of 
your Piano Course. It 
has done more for me 
than years of other 
lessons.’”’ — Mozie N, 
Lewis, 319 Jefferson, 
Neosha, Mo. 

“The folks at home are 
delighted to hear me 
play the Organ so well. 
You have a wonderful 
system of teaching 
music.”"—M. F. Al- 
lard, Caraquet, N. B. 


584 Brunswick Building, New York, N. Y. 
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